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Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Enemy fighters duck-
ing behind walls or trees might soon wish 
they hadn’t.

The U.S. military is creating a new 
high-tech grenade programmed to detect 
a barrier and explode just after passing it, 
inflicting at least some damage on a con-
cealed enemy.

With the Small Arms Grenade Muni-
tion, U.S. troops could take out fighters 
behind a wall or trench — or a natural ob-
stacle — who, in military parlance, are “in 
defilade.”

The SAGM is being developed by the 
Joint Service Small Arms Program at the 
U.S. Army Armament Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Center, in Picatin-
ny, N.J.

The technology “provides the small unit 
grenadier with a higher probability of 
achieving a first-shot kill against enemy 
personnel … in defilade positions,” SAGM 
project officer Steven Gilbert said in a 
Picatinny Arsenal news release.

Another advantage the SAGM could 
offer over conventional 40mm grenades  is 
greater accuracy over longer distances.

“Warfighters currently lack the ability 
to achieve desired accuracy and incapaci-
tating effects against personnel targets in 
defilade at ranges from 51 to 500 meters,” 
Gilbert said.
SEE GRENADE ON PAGE 5

 A  photo  from  Aimee and Chad Wriglesworth’s wedding  
is displayed  at Aimee’s home in Bristow, Va.  
STEVE HELBER/AP

 BY DAVID CRARY � The Associated Press

With his wife and child close at hand, Army Maj. Chad Wrigles-
worth battled skin cancer for more than a year before dying 
at age 37.

“It was long and painful and awful,” said Aimee Wriglesworth, 
who believes the cancer resulted from exposure to toxic fumes in Iraq. Yet 
the 28-year-old widow from Bristow, V a., seized a chance to recount the or-
deal and its aftermath to a researcher, hoping that input from her and her 
6-year-old daughter might be useful to other grieving military families.

“To be able to study what we felt and what 
we’re going through — maybe this will help 
people down the line,” Wriglesworth said.

By the hundreds, other widows, widowers, 
parents, siblings and children are sharing 
accounts of their grief as part of the largest 

study ever of America’s military families as 
they go through bereavement. About 2,000 
people have participated during the last 
three years, and one-on-one interviews will 
continue through February.

SEE FAMILIES ON PAGE 3

ABOUT THE STUDY

The federally funded National 
Military Family Bereavement 
Study is being conducted by the 
Center for the Study of Traumatic 
Stress at the Maryland-based 
Uniformed Services University of 
the Health Sciences. The study 
is open to families of the more 
than 19,000 servicemembers 
from all branches of the military 
who have died on active duty 
since the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001, regardless of 
whether the death resulted from 
combat, accident, illness, suicide 
or other causes. Learn more at 
militarysurvivorstudy.org.

Major study underway of America’s bereaved military families 
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The Small Arms Grenade Munition 
prototype is a 40mm counterdefilade, 
air-bursting grenade designed for both 
the M203 and M320 launchers.
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“I needed it, our team 
needed it, especially 

guys like Peyton 
[Manning], who’s been 
playing since I came 

out the womb.”
— Denver Broncos safety Rahim 

Moore, on getting an extra week of 
rest before Saturday’s playoff game 

against the Colts

See story on Page 30
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Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Military doctors, anticipat-
ing  a possible swell in the number 
of seasonal flu cases in Europe, 
are advising troops to practice 
good hygiene and not rely solely 
on this year’s flu vaccine.  

The flu outbreak gripping 
the U.S. is a strain not targeted 
by this year’s batch of vaccine, 
which is also being administered 
to American troops. Still, doctors 
recommend getting the vaccine 
because it provides protection 
against some flu strains.

The number of flu cases being 
treated by the military in Eu-
rope is rising, said Dr. (Col.) Eric 
Shuping, chief of primary care 
at Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center, the U.S. military’s largest 
overseas hospital, but the num-
bers are still small compared 
with the outbreak in the U.S. 

That’s not unusual,  he said.
“Traditionally, years past, we 

tend to lag behind the States’” he 

said. “The States starts getting it 
in December and we tend to get it 
in January.” 

Knowing that a flu wave may 
be coming, “We’re planning on 
what we can do,” he said. “There’s 
other ways to prevent the flu other 
than just the vaccine.”

Military health professionals 
are promoting hand washing and 
sneezing into arms rather than 
hands, as well as staying home if 
you’re sick “so you don’t pass it on 
to other people,” Shuping said.

The vaccine administered in 
Europe is similar to that pro-
duced in the U.S., so  troops would 
get little benefit from trying to 
get a second vaccination at a hos-
pital or clinic off base in Europe, 
Shuping said.

Another option could be to ob-
tain and administer  the flu vac-
cine that’s being produced for the 
next flu season in the southern 
hemisphere, which is six months 
out of sync  with the north. 

That vaccine, Shuping said, is 
tuned to the strain striking the 
U.S.

“There’s been some rumor of 
trying to procure the southern 
hemisphere vaccine,” he said, 
“but that’s kind of a  [Department 

of Defense]-level sort of decision
to procure” and administer it.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

GUSTAVO CASTILLO/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force  

Air Force Staff Sgt. Dan Jackson receives a flu mist vaccine in 
October  at the Skelton Memorial Fitness Center at Spangdahlem Air 
Base, Germany .

Overseas bases see 
increase in flu cases

Epidemic follows same track as 2013 strain

 A Jan. 2 Washington Post 
article about an Air Force 
captain who was investigat-
ed for posting comments 
online about sexual assault 
and the military justice sys-
tem mischaracterized the 
role played by Col. Kristine 
Kijek. She was the com-
mander who found Capt. 
Maribel Jarzabek guilty of 
the allegations, not the in-
vestigating officer.

Correction

 BY MIKE STOBBE

  The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The flu is now 
widespread in all but seven states, 
and hospitalization rates match 
the dismal season two years ago. 

While health officials fear this 
will be an unusually bad year, it’s 
too soon to say.

The latest figures released 
Monday by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
show the flu hitting hard in most 
of the 43 states where the illness 
was widespread. 

But the flu was not yet rampant 
in populous states like Califor-
nia and New York. The report is 
for the week of Christmas, and 
it shows the flu season following 
a similar track as the last two, 
when flu activity peaked no later 
than mid-January. Perhaps that 
will happen this winter, too, the 
CDC’s Dr. Michael Jhung said.

How bad is this flu season? It’s 
not clear yet. Experts are worried 
because the nasty bug that’s mak-
ing most people sick isn’t included 
in this year’s vaccine. Prelimi-
nary data on how well the vaccine 
is working is still weeks away. 

Among infectious diseases, flu 
is considered one of the nation’s 
leading causes of death, kill-
ing roughly 24,000 a year, on 
average.

How unusual is flu this year? 
The different flu strain makes 
predictions more difficult. The 
current season hit hard in De-
cember — earlier than usual. 
But the last two flu seasons hit 
early, too. So far, flu hospitaliza-
tion rates are similar to the harsh 
season two years ago, which was 
dominated by a similar  virus. Es-
pecially this year, health officials 
 are urging doctors to treat flu 
patients promptly with antiviral 
medications.

Has flu become epidemic? Yes, 
but that’s not unusual. “It’s safe to 
say we have a flu epidemic every 
year,” Jhung said Monday. 

 According to one CDC defi-
nition, flu is epidemic when a 
certain percentage of deaths in 

a given week are due to flu and
pneumonia. By that measure, flu
epidemics occurred in nine of the 
last dozen winters, including this
one. 

Flu-related deaths surpassed
the epidemic threshold three
weeks ago, then dropped below
that level the next week. But 
other measures indicate flu still 
is epidemic.

Is it too late to get a flu shot?
CDC officials say no. Even if the 
flu season peaks soon, it will still
be around for months. Despite
the new flu strain, the vaccine
has been well matched in roughly
a third of the flu cases seen so
far. And it is considered to be ef-
fective against some other flu vi-
ruses that could surge in the late
winter or spring. 

About 40 percent of the public 
was vaccinated against flu as of 
November, which is about normal
in recent years, Jhung said. 
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 “We’ve been impressed by how many 
people who’ve had this experience really 
want to let us know about it,” said the lead-
er of the study, Dr. Stephen Cozza. “They 
want to talk about what happened — to pro-
vide information that will help them and 
people like them in the future.”

Aimee Wriglesworth hopes the study 
will provide new insight on how best to 
support young families such as hers.

“A lot of things that are helping us now 
come from Vietnam, Korea, World War II,” 
she said of existing assistance programs. 
“But now it’s a whole new world of military 
losses. Studying us is really important.”

About half of the participants are pro-
viding saliva samples that will be used for 
genetic research, aimed at determining if 
certain genetic makeups correlate with the 
duration of the grieving process and the 
levels of stress and depression experienced 
as it unfolds. Some previous research has 
suggested that a certain gene variation is 
associated with greater risk of “complicat-
ed grief,” especially in women.

Cozza said a final report isn’t expected 
until 2017, and he is encouraging more sur-
vivors to sign up for interviews before the 
cutoff date in late February.

Recognizing families’ needs
“Our interest is understanding what 

these families need,” he said. “Recogniz-
ing the need will allow us to make better 
policy recommendations as to what sort of 
services would be appropriate for them.”

The questionnaires and face-to-face in-
terviews are being handled by eight field 
researchers based in regions spanning the 
country.

Jill Harrington, the senior field re-
searcher, said the team members are 
experienced in dealing with grief and well-

versed in military culture.
“For the families of the fallen, whoever 

they talk to, they want to be able to trust,” 
Harrington said. “We have a highly trained 
group of folks who know how to listen and 
how to be patient.”

While bereaved military families share 
much in common with other grieving fami-
lies, there are distinctive aspects to many 
military deaths. Whether in combat, or by 
accident or suicide, they often occur sud-
denly, and many of the deceased are in 
their 20s or 30s.

“These are young families — a lot of sin-
gle parents raising kids alone,” Harrington 
said. “When someone dies young, there’s a 
loss of the future. How do you live with that 
loss in your life?”

Some insight on that question will be pro-
vided by the roughly 100 children, ages 6 to 
18, who are participating in the study. Most 
are the sons or daughters of deceased ser-
vicemembers; a few are younger siblings.

“Many of these children, when their par-

ent died, were very young and didn’t know 
them well,” Cozza said. According to pre-
liminary findings, he said, a factor helping 
them weather the loss was having pride in 
their departed parent’s military service.

The website for the study encourages 
bereaved parents to let their children par-
ticipate while acknowledging that the one-
on-one interviews, lasting 90 minutes to 
three hours, cover sensitive matters.

“The field researchers are trained to 
recognize when a child is upset and will pe-
riodically ask your child if he/she is okay to 
continue,” the website says. “If your child 
becomes upset, he/she can decide to stop 
the interview at any time.”

‘Burn pit’ exposure?
Among the children taking part is Aimee 

Wriglesworth’s daughter, Savannah, who 
was 5 when her father died at home on Nov. 
20, 2013. Family photos from the preced-
ing days show Savannah cuddling up with 
him as he lay stricken in bed.

Chad Wriglesworth initially joined the 
Air Force and was deployed to Iraq in 
2008. He transferred to the Army in 2009, 
and was deployed to Afghanistan in 2011.

According to his wife, he began reporting 
lumps on various parts of his body starting 
in 2011 and was diagnosed in 2012 with 
Stage 4 melanoma, a deadly form of skin 
cancer. The military, without being more 
specific, ruled that the major’s death oc-
curred in the line of duty; his wife believes 
the cancer was caused by his exposure to 
toxic fumes from open-air “burn pits” in 
Iraq that were used to destroy waste at U.S. 
bases.

Another study participant is Ryan 
Manion Borek, whose brother, Marine 
Lt. Travis Manion, was killed in combat 
in Iraq in 2007. Borek heads a foundation 
named after her brother which seeks to as-

sist veterans as well as families of fallen 
servicemembers.

Borek expressed hope that the study’s
findings will reflect the wide range of ways
in which survivors respond to the deaths of
their loved ones.

“We don’t all fit into the same box,” she
said. “That’s the beauty of doing a study
like this — we can begin to understand all 
the different ways people are dealing with
their loss.”

A video produced by the research team 
conveys the breadth of the study, featuring
brief interviews with some of the survivors
who decided to participate.

They include a Marine Corps officer,
Lisa Doring, whose Marine husband died
in a helicopter crash near their base in
Iraq; a mother whose only son, an Army
private, was killed by friendly fire in Af-
ghanistan; and a couple whose son, serv-
ing in the Coast Guard, committed suicide
after what they described as sustained bul-
lying and harassment.

Of all the active-duty deaths in the period
being studied, about 13 percent were sui-
cides. Accidents accounted for 35 percent,
combat 30 percent, illness 15 percent and 
homicide 3 percent, according to Cozza.

One of the major partners for the study 
is the Arlington, Va.-based support group 
TAPS — the Tragedy Assistance Program
for Survivors. It was founded in 1994 by
Bonnie Carroll two years after her hus-
band, a brigadier general, died in an Army 
plane crash.

Carroll said she was heartened that the 
study encompassed all types of deaths,
even including service members respon-
sible for murder-suicides.

“Regardless of how the person died, at 
some point in their life they stepped for-
ward to raise their right hand and say ‘I
will protect this nation,’” Carroll said. 

Families: Widow hopes study will lead to help for others who are grieving

MILITARY

PHOTOS BY STEVE HELBER/AP

 Army widow Aimee Wriglesworth poses for a photo next to a display of some of her late husband’s awards and artifacts in her home in Bristow, Va., on Dec. 16. Wriglesworth 
lost her husband, an Army major, to cancer in 2013.  

 A stuffed animal wearing the dog tags of 
 Chad Wriglesworth is placed on the chair 
where he died  of cancer . 
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 BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN

 The Washington Post

KABUL, Afghanistan — In a dark, unfinished 
basement, Abbas Alizada coiled his body, then ex-
ploded into a high kick, his bare feet landing again on 
the stone floor. Wearing a white tank top and black 
pants, lips pursed tight, he looked like any 20-year-
old passionate about kung fu.

Except, that is, for the policemen outside his house 
— and for his uncanny resemblance to a late Chinese-
American martial arts icon and Hollywood star.

“Bruce Lee inspires me,” said Alizada. “I learned 
all my moves watching Bruce Lee movies. I am very 
proud that everyone now knows me as Afghan Bruce 
Lee.”

Afghanistan has an unlikely new hero. In recent 
weeks, Alizada has become a social media sensation, 

as well as the target of threats, 
after friends and relatives 

posted pictures and vid-
eos of him — and his 
Bruce Lee-like poses — 
on YouTube and Face-
book. Then he opened a 
Twitter account, and his 
followers grew as fast as 
one of his kicks, reach-

ing more than 50,000.
His rags-to-fame story 

is now inspiring 
Afghan youths in 
a nation where 
poverty, cor-
ruption and un-

employment have 
snuffed out many 

dreams. For many Afghans, he is 
also a welcome diversion from the 

bloodshed that has placed the capital on 
edge and the political squabbling that has 

prevented the new government from form-
ing a new Cabinet.
“All anyone hears about Afghanistan is the in-

security, the violence, the political problems,” said 
Ahmed Najat, a businessman. “Abbas is helping to 
change the image of Afghanistan.”

On another level, Alizada is bringing fresh pride 
to the country’s long-persecuted ethnic Hazara 

minority, to which he belongs. Hazaras, who 
are Shiite Muslims, are reviled by the Tal-
iban and other Sunni extremists as heretics. 
They have been massacred, driven from their 

farms and forced to take low-status, unskilled 
jobs in cities, pulling cargo carts or working 
construction.

“In Afghanistan’s history, the Hazara people 
have always faced pressure and were insulted by 

other ethnic groups,” said Abdul Qayum Naderi, 
who heads a youth organization. “Abbas’s motiva-

tion shows to Hazara youth that if you are also mo-
tivated, you will be respected in the country and in 
the world, too. That’s something new for the Hazara 
youth.”

The son of a mechanic, Alizada grew up in a 
predominantly Hazara enclave in Kabul with 
six brothers and three sisters. When he was 
9, Alizada saw his first Bruce Lee film, and 
soon he saw numerous others. His favorite: 

“Enter the Dragon.”
At 14, he took martial arts lessons at a local gym, 

but he began to train on his own because his father 
could not afford the expense. For four hours each day 
in his basement, Alizada repeatedly practiced tech-
niques that he gleaned from Lee’s films. To bulk up 
his wiry physique, he pumped homemade barbells of 
cement and iron.

When Alizada was 18, friends started remarking 
on his resemblance to Lee, and he began to make a 

name for himself locally. Recently, he won medals at
two martial arts tournaments — bronze in the first,
gold in the second. Still, most people in Afghanistan, 
even Hazaras, had not heard of him.

Then came the YouTube videos and Facebook
posts.

Stunned by the reaction on social media, Alizada
saw an opportunity to capitalize on his newfound 
fame. On his Facebook page, he announced that he
wanted to be known as Bruce Hazara, and he cre-
ated a Twitter handle: @brucehazara.

“My dream. Bruce Lee! ... He is my childhood
hero and my only dream,” he wrote, in broken Eng-
lish, on his Facebook page. “Today with all honor, I 
choose my name, Bruce Hazara. ... Perhaps I can’t
be like him but I try .”

Even as he gained thousands of fans, Alizada
also received criticism for emphasizing his Hazara
ethnicity.

Since the U.S.-led intervention after the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks ousted the Taliban regime in 2001,
more Hazaras have improved their lives by enroll-
ing in universities and working for international
agencies. Hazaras have also won “Afghan Star,” the
country’s version of “American Idol” — twice.

Yet many Afghans, particularly among the Sunni-
majority ethnic Pashtuns and Tajiks, still consider 
Hazaras inferior. In Afghanistan’s fiercely tribal so-
ciety, ethnic grudges run deep.

“This is an example of nationalism from Hazaras,”
a poster named Lkmvoeir Mosidfj wrote on Alizada’s
Facebook page on Dec. 14. “We have tons of cham-
pions in sports from Afghanistan. They never men-
tion Tajik or Pashtoon etc. But when a Hazara has 
no achievement except for his face looking like some 
Chinese star he proudly mentions he’s a Hazara in
his social media profile. This should change.”

In recent days, Alizada has decided he wants to be
called Afghan Bruce Lee, to demonstrate his desire 
to represent all Afghans. He even changed his Twit-
ter handle to @afghanbrucelee.

That hasn’t prevented the dark side of Afghani-
stan from entering his world.  Alizada said he has
received death threats on his Facebook pages and in 
phone calls. The police in his neighborhood — also 
mostly Hazaras — were concerned enough to pro-
vide round-the-clock security, including the officer
who frisks visitors outside his house for guns and
knives.

“Since I became famous, people feel jealous of 
me,” said Alizada, speaking in his family’s living
room, where both of his medals hang on the wall.
“Secondly, some of the ethnic groups do not see Haz-
aras in good eyes. They always show their enmity to
us. They should know that Hazaras are human be-
ings and they have the right to live in this country.”

He now travels in different cars, sometimes
with police escorts. The recent assassinations of
two sports figures in Kabul has made him more 
concerned.

But it has not stopped him from meeting his fans.
Last  month, he slipped on a pale blue suit and met 
scores of Hazara youth at a gathering hosted by a
local civil society group.

“He comes from a poor family, and yet he is like
a king who’s just been crowned,” gushed Zuhra Na-
deri. “He inspires us. We feel pride not only as Haz-
aras, but as Afghans.”

Alizada said he hopes his fame will provide an es-
cape from his violent homeland. His story has run
on Chinese and Japanese television networks. His 
Twitter followers include Americans and Europe-
ans, he said. He dreams that one day someone will
contact him — and whisk him away to California, to
follow in the footsteps of the man whose identity he
has adopted.

“I want to become a very famous actor in Holly-
wood movies so that I can represent Afghanistan,”
said Alizada. “I want to become like Bruce Lee.” 

WAR/MILITARY

Afghanistan has 
an unlikely new hero: 

Bruce Lee 
look-alike

‘ Bruce Lee inspires me. I learned all my 
moves watching Bruce Lee movies. I am 
very proud that everyone now knows me as 
Afghan Bruce Lee. ’

Abbas Alizada

 Photos courtesy of Facebook
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 WASHINGTON — The head of 
Air Combat Command recently 
warned the Air Force chief of 
staff that troops who conduct 
unmanned air operations are 
overstretched and can’t meet the 
Pentagon’s growing demand for 
drones indefinitely, according to 
a report this week.

In a memo obtained by the Daily 
Beast, Gen. Herbert “Hawk” 
Carlisle reportedly told Air Force 
Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh 
that the Air Force’s manning 
woes — a result of fewer airmen 
coming in and more leaving the 
program — require it to ask the 
Pentagon to ease off on a proposal 

for 65 unmanned combat air pa-
trols, or CAPs. Each CAP gen-
erally includes four Predator or 
Reaper aircraft.

“ACC believes we are about to 
see a perfect storm of increased 
COCOM [Combatant Command-
er] demand, accession reduc-
tions, and outflow increases that 
will damage the readiness and 
combat capability of the MQ-1/9 
enterprise for years to come,” 
Carlisle wrote. “I am extremely 
concerned.”

Remotely piloted aircraft, as 
the Air Force calls them, are at 
the center of the fight against 
Islamic State militants in the 
Middle East, and are important 
surveillance and strike plat-

forms in battles against extrem-
ists in Africa, Afghanistan and 
elsewhere.

Despite the Air Force’s pro-
posal to cut the number of CAPs 
to 62, planners in the Pentagon’s 
Joint Staff continue to want to 
“circumvent normal processes” 
and supply 65 patrols, Carlisle 
wrote.

“This simply is not an option 
for ACC to source indeterminate-
ly,” he wrote.

The Air Force aims for 10 crew 
members per combat air patrol, 
but operational demands have 
forced the ratio to less than 8-to-
1, violating a “red line” for man-
ning, Carlisle said. 

To help fill the crews, the Air 

Force has been pulling instruc-
tors out of schools where drone 
operators and crews are trained, 
narrowing the pipeline supplying 
new operators.

As a result, said an official 
quoted anonymously in the Daily 
Beast, the drone force is “at the 
breaking point, and it has been 
for a long time. What’s different 
now is that the Band-Aid fixes are 
no longer working.”

Air Force officials at Air Com-
bat Command and at the Penta-
gon told Stars and Stripes they 
could not comment on leaked 
documents. But a spokesman said 
the strain of providing enough 
drones to meet the high demand 
has long been an issue.

“In order to meet combatant 
commander requirements, and in 
response to SECDEF direction,
the Air Force surged MQ-1/9 
CAPs nine times in the last eight 
years, and has successfully sus-
tained those operations to date,”
Air Force spokesman Lt. Col.
Chris Karns said in an email to
Stars and Stripes. 

“We’re mindful of the toll this
has had on the force and recog-
nize Airmen remain the service’s
most vital resource. Continued 
sustainment of surge operations
will have potential long-term im-
pacts on training, safety, reten-
tion, manning, sustainment, and
combat capability.”

FROM FRONT PAGE

Despite its high-tech compo-
nents, the SAGM is a relatively 
simple system to use, develop-
ers say. The 40mm, low-velocity 
round is designed to be fired from 
M203 or M320 rifle-mounted gre-
nade launchers, which are cur-
rently in service.

“All the soldier would need to 
do is aim the weapon and fire it,” 
Gilbert said in the Army news 
release.

However, the munition still 
needs to be headed in the right 
direction to detect the defilade.

“You have to have some sort of 
accuracy,” Gilbert said.

The SAGM has been under de-
velopment since 2012. 

“The biggest challenge has 
been maturing the SAGM sensor’s 
robustness to ensure proper func-
tionality against the plethora of 
available defilade structures in a 
battlefield environment,” Gilbert 

said in the Army news release.
During testing in 2013, the sen-

sor technology was able to detect 
defilades and airburst the fuse 
over the target. 

The engineering team is now 
working on improving the sen-
sors and integrating them with a 
live warhead.

Officials hope to demonstrate 
the system’s effectiveness in 
July. 

If the full-system demonstra-
tion is successful this summer, 
officials plan to integrate SAGM 
into an official Army program of 
record by the end of fiscal 2015, 
a critical step in the acquisition 
process which must be reached 
before a weapon system can be 
fully funded and go into mass 
production.

Officials did not say when the 
SAGM is expected to become 
available to warfighters.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Grenade: New system can 
detect barrier, avoid it and 
explode near hiding enemy

MILITARY

 BY SIG CHRISTENSON

San Antonio Express-News

An Air Force captain Monday accused an enlistee 
of groping her while she was coming out of anesthe-
sia at a San Antonio military hospital — a claim that 
two other women have made as well.

The woman said a medical technician at Wil-
ford Hall Ambulatory Surgical Center grabbed her 
breasts after an outpatient procedure. Not long after 
that, she said, Airman 1st Class Michael Lightsey 
assaulted her sexually with his fingers, prompting 
her to twist away from him on the gurney.

At one point, she wanted to scream.
“I was very upset and shocked and angered,” said 

the captain, a 14-year veteran who was a day patient 
at Wilford Hall. “I was thinking I didn’t know what 
to do, but I didn’t want him to do it again.”

Lightsey is accused of improperly touching three 
patients in June 2013 while with the 59th Medi-
cal Wing at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. A 
medical technician, he faces four specifications of 
causing bodily harm for what the Air Force called 
“self-sexual gratification stemming from incidents 
that occurred in the summer of 2013.”

Lightsey could be given 28 years in prison by the 
military judge, Lt. Col. Marvin Tubbs II, who will 
decide the case.

Prosecutors say Lightsey abused the women by 
groping their breasts and in some cases forcing 
them to make contact with his private parts. The 
captain was the only one of the women who testified 
Monday.

A pair of defense attorneys led by a civilian, Jef-
fery King, countered that the captain didn’t posi-
tively identify their client as the perpetrator. They 
suggested that she hallucinated the experience 
and noted that she was unable to positively identify 
Lightsey as her attacker.

So far, no one has confirmed her account, and 
much of the battle Monday centered on efforts to ei-

ther debunk the captain’s testimony or show that she
recalled events well enough to be a reliable witness 
— despite having been under general anesthesia.

The woman gave a detailed account, saying a
medical technician on her left side grazed his hand 
over one breast, making “a dragging motion” after
she was wheeled into a recovery room adjacent to a 
Wilford Hall OR.

She said he then grabbed the
breast and pinched it.

“I was in shock,” she said. 
“How could this happen here?”

 The captain went on to testify
that the man did the same thing
to her other breast. She said that
while being rolled along a hall-
way from the recovery area, 
where patients are constantly
monitored, to another room, the
medical technician penetrated
her with two fingers.

A surveillance video briefly
captured Lightsey rolling a pa-

tient down the hallway after her release from the re-
covery room, a distance that can take more than two
minutes to travel. Capt. Maria Jean-Drummond, a 
registered nurse who was at the hospital that day,
identified him on the video.

  Trying to show that the woman’s memory was
faulty, King said she incorrectly saw Lightsey’s 
rank before his name tag.

She recalled seeing “A1C,” when he wore a rank 
insignia instead.

The defense also said her recollection of the as-
sailant as a man about 5 feet 6 inches tall and weigh-
ing 145 pounds was faulty. Lightsey is far taller and 
heavier.

Alton Tatum, another registered nurse who was 
in the hospital that day,  sat with the captain in the 
recovery room monitoring her vital signs after sur-
gery and said he saw nothing improper occur . 

Report: AF drone force at ‘breaking point’

AF captain accuses medical 
tech of post-surgery groping

‘ I was in 
shock. 
How 
could this 
happen 
here? ’

Air Force 
captain 
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 BY ERICA WERNER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans 
assumed full control of Congress 
on Tuesday for the first time in 
eight years in a day of pomp, cir-
cumstance and raw politics be-
neath the Capitol Dome. “We will 
get to work right away,” pledged 
House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif.

As required by the Constitu-
tion, Congress convened at noon. 
On the Senate floor, newcomers 
mixed with veterans as, with Vice 
President Joe Biden presiding, 
Mitch McConnell, of Kentucky, 
automatically ascended to major-
ity leader following the approval 
of rank-and-file Republicans last 
year.

Across the Capitol in the House, 
a similar scene unfolded as famil-
iar faces and new ones crowded 
the aisles and lawmakers of both 
parties recited the Pledge of Al-
legiance. In the House, there was 
an element of slight suspense as 
Speaker John Boehner, of Ohio, 
faced a tea party-backed effort to 
unseat him though it looked cer-
tain to fall short.

Seeking unity despite the in-
ternal party dissension, the GOP 
moved swiftly toward a veto 
showdown with President Barack 
Obama over the long-stalled Key-
stone XL pipeline, a taste of things 
to come in divided government.

At the White House, Obama 
planned to meet with the new 
congressional leadership next 
week as both sides positioned 
themselves for two years of clash-
es and, perhaps, occasional coop-
eration that will help shape the 
outcomes of the 2016 presidential 
and congressional elections.

McConnell replaces Democrat 
Harry Reid, of Nevada, who was 
a surprise no-show from the day’s 
proceedings after he injured him-
self exercising. Reid, who broke 
several ribs and bones in his 
face when a piece of equipment 
snapped last week, said his doc-
tor had ordered him to work from 
home Tuesday. A photo Reid post-
ed to Twitter showed him with 
his right eye taped over as he met 
with lawmakers.

Newcomers and veterans alike 
 raised their hands to swear the 

oath of office, many with spouses, 
children and grandchildren look-
ing on to witness the biennial dis-
play of pageantry. The spectacle 
drew political veterans  as former 
Vice President Walter Mondale, 
a Democrat, and former Senate 
Majority Leader Bill Frist, a Re-
publican, mixed with lawmakers 
on the Senate floor.

McConnell and Boehner both 
were to deliver remarks as they 
began laying down markers for 
legislative battles ahead.

First, Boehner had to survive 
his re-election as speaker — the 
main event on any opening day’s 
agenda. Tea party-backed Reps. 
Louie Gohmert, of Texas, and Ted 
Yoho, of Florida, put themselves 
forward as challengers to Boeh-
ner, and more than a dozen Re-
publicans announced they would 

oppose Boehner, 65. The ranks of 
the opponents grew in the hours 
ahead of Tuesday’s vote, but ap-
peared to remain short of the 
number needed to place Boeh-
ner’s election in jeopardy. Many 
lawmakers dismissed the chal-
lenge as a needless distraction at 
a moment when the party should 
be celebrating new majorities and 

showing voters it can lead.
“It’s time to put all this silli-

ness behind and move on,” said 
Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn. “We’re 
on probation. If we don’t perform 
… [voters] can make a pivot in a 
heartbeat.”

Nor did any of the rebels pre-
dict they would succeed in top-
pling  Boehner. Instead, they said 

the current high command wasn’t
conservative enough.

For his part, Yoho said the ini-
tial goal of the Boehner challenge
is to force the leadership contest
past one ballot, so there could be a 
serious discussion about change.

 But Boehner’s hand is strong
after the Republicans’ sweeping
electoral triumph. The party will 
hold 246 House seats , to 188 for
the Democrats, the biggest GOP
majority in nearly 70 years.

Coupled with the commanding 
majority was word of the first re-
tirement — New York Republican 
Chris Gibson announced he would
step down at the end of his term, 
but signaled he was not finished
with politics in his home state.

The intra-party leadership
struggle underscored the politi-
cal peril facing Republicans as
they looked ahead to two-house
control of Congress. Yet the evi-
dent ability to pass the Keystone
pipeline legislation showed their 
potential to advance an agenda.

Votes in a Senate committee and
on the House floor were sched-
uled for later this week on the
pipeline, which passed the House 
but died in a Democratic-led fili-
buster in the Senate late last year. 
Now, Republicans appear to have
more than enough votes to clear it
through the Senate as well, given
the Republican pickup of nine
seats in the elections.

While Obama has not said if he 
will reject the measure, White 
House spokesman Josh Earnest
outlined a series of concerns with
the pipeline before adding, “I’m 
not prepared at this point to issue
a veto threat related to that spe-
cific piece of legislation.”

But Republicans stand ready to 
cast the measure as a bipartisan 
jobs bill of the type that should be 
signed into law. 

Republicans to focus on veteran 
employment, Obamacare first

As new Congress 
convenes, GOP 
crafts its agenda

JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP

Senator-elect Joni Ernst, R-Iowa,  talks with a reporter   on Tuesday  before being sworn in for the 114th 
Congress .  The Senate has more Republicans than Democrats, a reversal from last session. 
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BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The first 
bit of business for Republicans 
in the new session of Congress 
will be to rekindle efforts to 
expand veteran employment 
— while also chipping away at 
Obamacare.

Lawmakers were expected to 
reintroduce the Hire More He-
roes Act in the House and the 
Senate on Tuesday after it failed 
last year. The bill encourages 
small businesses to hire more 
vets by exempting those with 
military experience from being 
counted toward the Affordable 
Care Act’s employer mandate, 
which kicks in this year.

The legislation passed the 
House and died in the Demo-
crat-controlled Senate during 
the last session, but its chances 
may improve now that the GOP 
has a majority in both cham-
bers. It serves popular Republi-
can issues including support of 
the military, small businesses 

and the economy while disman-
tling part of President Barack 
Obama’s health insurance 
overhaul.

Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Ill., 
who will again sponsor the 
House version, said post-9/11 
veterans face higher unemploy-
ment than other veterans. Their 
joblessness rate is 5.7 percent 
compared  with 4.5 percent for 
all veterans and 5.5 percent for 
the general U.S. population, ac-
cording to a news release from 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
in November.

“As more and more of these 
men and women return home, 
the Hire More Heroes Act will 
give them a better chance in a 
still-tough job market,” Davis 
said Saturday during the Re-
publicans’ weekly House ad-
dress. He said the measure also 
provides “much needed relief” 
to small businesses and the U.S. 
economy.

The GOP has criticized the 
president’s 2010 Patient Pro-

tection and Affordable Care 
Act, often called Obamacare, 
and specifically the employer 
mandate, for being too onerous. 
Lawmakers are still vowing to 
repeal or derail segments of the 
massive overhaul as Congress 
begins its new session.

For the first time this year, 
businesses with 100 or more 
full-time employees must offer 
affordable health insurance. 
Smaller businesses with 50 or 
more employees must comply 
in 2016.

Those who do not offer the in-
surance can be charged $2,000 
per employee each year by the 
IRS.

Davis planned to file the bill 
on Tuesday and was hoping 
the House may take action this 
week. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., 
sponsored the bill in the upper 
chamber last year and his staff 
said he plans to reintroduce it 
Tuesday as well.
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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 BY ROBERT BARNES

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Gay cou-
ples began marrying in Miami 
on Monday, kicking off a pivotal 
week in which the Supreme Court 
will have a chance to consider 
whether same-sex couples have 
a constitutional right to marry 
or whether states may limit mar-
riage to a man and a woman.

A Miami-Dade judge gave 
couples there a headstart before 
marriages begin elsewhere Tues-
day in the nation’s third-most-
populous state. With the addition 
of Florida, more than 70 percent 
of Americans now live in the 36 
states and District of Columbia 
where same-sex marriages are 
allowed, according to estimates 
by the William Institute at the 
UCLA School of Law.

On Friday, Supreme Court jus-
tices will meet in private to con-
sider whether to act on cases that 
could provide a nationwide an-
swer on whether same-sex mar-
riages must be allowed. On the 
same day, a federal appeals court 
will consider bans in Texas, Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana.

“It’s an incredible confluence 
of events,” said Shannon Minter, 
legal director for the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights. “It’s 
the culmination of many years of 
work.”

The marriages in Florida and 
the potential for a constitutional 
decision by the Supreme Court 
this year reflect the rapid ad-
vance of the gay marriage move-
ment and a remarkable change 
in public opinion. Even when the 
court heard oral arguments about 
California’s Proposition 8 and the 
federal Defense of Marriage Act  
in 2013, only nine states and the 
District allowed such unions.

The justices this week will be 
considering petitions from five 
states where lower court judges, 
bucking a nationwide trend, up-
held state laws banning gay mar-
riage and barring the recognition 
of such unions performed in states 
where they are legal.

In all but one case, even the 
winning side has asked the Su-
preme Court to accept the cases 
and settle the issue during its cur-
rent term, which will conclude at 

the end of June.
Without explanation, the jus-

tices in October passed up that 
chance. But that was before a 
panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 6th Circuit in Cincinnati 
ruled there was no constitutional 
right to marriage that must be 
extended to gays and that states 
were free to define marriage as 
they wish.

Because four other regional 
appeals courts have decided the 
issue the other way, “the court 
is more likely to decide the issue 
now than when it denied review 
last October,” Kyle Duncan, 
a Washington lawyer defend-
ing Louisiana’s bans, said in an 
email.

The Supreme Court does not 
have to announce its decision on 
the petitions Friday. But general-
ly the justices must accept a case 
by the end of January in order to 
hold oral arguments and rule by 

June. 
If they do not, gay marriages 

will likely remain legal in the ma-
jority of states through 2015 and 
banned in the rest.

The growth in the availability 
of same-sex marriage is the re-
sult of a nearly unanimous string 
of federal court decisions follow-
ing the twin gay rights victories 
the Supreme Court delivered in 
2013. Since then, the court has 
repeatedly rebuffed states that 
requested they not be forced to 
follow the lower court rulings and 
offer marriage licenses until the 
constitutional question is settled  .

Duncan said it is impossible to 
predict how the court will rule on 
gay marriage based on its record 
in considering stays .

“All we can say concretely is 
that the Supreme Court has not 
yet rendered a single substantive 
decision on state marriage laws,” 
Duncan said. 

 BY DENISE LAVOIE

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Boston Marathon 
bombing suspect Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev faced a new group of poten-
tial jurors Tuesday, the second 
day of the arduous process of 
seating a jury in the federal death 
penalty case.

Tsarnaev looked down at the 
floor as he walked in to the jury 
assembly room and later nodded 
at a group of about 200 citizens 
from eastern Massachusetts who 
were called for jury duty at the 
federal courthouse in Boston.

The man accused of carrying 
out the deadly 2013 bombings 
silently drummed his fingers on 
the defense table and looked at 
the judge as the potential jurors 
looked intently at him.

Tsarnaev, 21, faces possible 
execution if convicted in the at-
tack that killed three people and 
wounded more than 260 others at 
the race’s finish line. Prosecutors 
say he and his brother, now dead, 
also killed an MIT police officer 
as they tried to flee days after the 
bombings.

Jury selection is expected to
take at least three weeks as pros-
ecutors and Tsarnaev’s lawyers 
haggle over more than 1,200 po-
tential jurors to be called. Testi-
mony won’t begin until Jan. 26.

Prospective jurors got their
first glimpse of  Tsarnaev on
Monday as the scraggily haired
defendant fidgeted in a packed
courtroom.

Twelve jurors and six alter-
nates will hear the case against
Tsarnaev, who faces possible ex-
ecution if convicted.

Choosing a jury will not be a 
quick or simple process.

U.S. District Judge George
O’Toole Jr. told the potential ju-
rors not to think of the trial as
“an annoying burden,” but as a 
needed service and an “impor-
tant duty of citizenship.”

Federal prosecutors and Tsar-
naev’s lawyers are trying to find 
jurors who can be fair and impar-
tial. Jurors must also be willing, 
if Tsarnaev is convicted, to con-
sider imposing the death penalty
in a state that abolished its own 
death penalty three decades ago . 

 The Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— SpaceX called off its planned 
flight to the International Space 
Station on Tuesday because of 
rocket trouble.

The unmanned Falcon rocket 
was supposed to blast off before 
sunrise but the countdown was 
halted with just over a minute 
remaining. The soonest SpaceX 
can try again is Friday morning, 
provided it can fix the problem by 

then.
SpaceX officials said one of two 

motors needed for rocket thrust 
steering of the second stage 
failed to operate as expected. If 
controllers had not aborted the 
launch, computers likely would 
have done so closer to flight time, 
officials said.

The Dragon capsule aboard 
the rocket contains more than 
5,000 pounds  of supplies and ex-
periments ordered up by NASA. 
That’s the primary objective for 

SpaceX. But the California-based 
company plans to attempt an even 
more extraordinary feat once the 
Dragon is on its way: flying the 
booster rocket to a platform in the 
Atlantic. No one has ever pulled 
off such a touchdown .

The delivery was supposed to 
occur before Christmas, but was 
delayed because of a flawed test 
firing of the rocket engines. The 
test was repeated successfully, 
paving the way for Tuesday’s try . 

NATION

Upcoming rulings pivotal 
for same-sex marriage

J PAT CARTER/AP

John and Shel Goldstein hug during a group wedding Tuesday  in 
Delray Beach, Fla., in which about 100 couples we d . Florida’s ban 
on same-sex marriage ended statewide at  midnight Monday , and 
court clerks in some  counties  issu ed marriage licenses overnight . 

Picking Tsarnaev jury 
to take several weeks

SpaceX calls off launch at last minute
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 BY ADAM GOLDMAN

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Two Ameri-
can citizens — including one 
who had served in the U.S. Air 
Force and the Army — have 
been charged with taking part in 
a failed coup last month to over-
throw the Gambian government,  
federal prosecutors announced 
Monday.

The men, Cherno Njie, 57, of 
Austin, Texas, and Papa Faal, 46, 
of Brooklyn Center, Minn., were 
part of a ring of approximately a 
dozen co-conspirators who agreed 
to participate in the coup, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint. The 
botched effort ended with some 
of the attackers being killed and 
others fleeing the small West Af-
rican country.

In an interview with the FBI, 
Faal admitted playing a role in 
the coup and identified Njie, a 
businessman, as one of the lead-
ers and main financiers of the 
plot, the complaint alleges. Faal 
told the FBI that Njie intended 
to serve as the interim leader of 
the country after they deposed of 

Yahya Jammeh, 49, the president 
of Gambia.

Jammeh seized power in the 
country in 1994 after a military 
coup and has gained attention 
for a series of eccentric claims, 
including that he has discovered 
the cure for AIDS.

The criminal complaint said 
that Faal was invited to join the 
group of conspirators in August. 
He agreed because he was disen-
chanted with the way “the presi-
dent was rigging elections” and 
was worried about the “plight of 
the Gambian people.”

Their group’s goal was to re-
store democracy to the small 
country through a peaceful 
coup, the complaint says. About 
160 members of the Gambian 
military had supposedly agreed 
to join them. Njie had hoped to 
persuade the commander of the 
Gambian army to stand down and 
support him, the Justice Depart-
ment said.

Njie is a U.S. citizen; Faal is a 
dual citizen of Gambia and the 
United States . All of the alleged 
plotters were of Gambian descent, 
including some who lived in the 

United States and Germany.
Faal and two other members of 

the conspiracy living in the Unit-
ed States bought several semiau-
tomatic rifles, prosecutors said. 
Faal allegedly told investigators 
about 30 weapons were sent to 
Gambia by cargo ship. The group 
also acquired body armor, am-
munition and night-vision goggles 
for the assault.

Once the group had arrived 
in Gambia, they had originally 
planned to ambush the president’s 
convoy but instead decided to tar-
get the government State House 
in Banjul, the country’s capital.

Split in two teams, the group 
descended on the State House, the 
complaint says, before encounter-
ing heavy fire and taking serious 
casualties. Some of the attackers 
were killed.

Faal managed to escape to 
Senegal, where FBI agents in-
terviewed him and where he im-
plicated Njie, according to the 
complaint. Agents later searched 
Faal’s house and claimed to have 
found receipts and other items 
that implicated him in the failed 
coup.

At Njie’s house, investigators 
said they discovered a spread-
sheet with prices of weapons 
and logistical support. They also 
found a document: “Gambia Re-
born: A Charter for Transition 
from Dictatorship to Democracy 
and Development.”

Njie and Faal were each 
charged with one count of con-
spiracy to violate the Neutral-
ity Act and conspiracy to possess 
a firearm in furtherance of a 
crime. If convicted, they face up 
to 25 years in prison.

Faal appeared Monday in fed-
eral court in Minnesota and did 
not enter a plea. A court spokes-
man said a detention hearing 
in his case was scheduled for 
Thursday. He does not yet have a 
lawyer.

Njie had an initial appearance 
in federal court in Maryland. He 
was detained and extradited to 
Minnesota, where the case will 
be prosecuted, a Justice Depart-
ment spokeswoman said. Njie did 
not enter a plea, said a federal 
public defender who appeared 
with him at the brief hearing.

According to the complaint, 

“Most, if not all, of the members
of the group had served in the 
U.S. or Gambian military and
were avid shooters.”

Faal served 10 years in the 
U.S. military, including seven 
years with the Air Force and
three years with the Army, and
deployed once to Afghanistan,
according to U.S. military re-
cords and an author biography
he posted online. He became a
U.S. citizen in December 2005
while he was serving as a senior
airman and personnel relocation
specialist with the 459th Aerial
Refueling Wing at Andrews Air
Force Base in Maryland, accord-
ing to an Air Force news release
at the time.

Faal enlisted in the Army in
2009 and served three years in 
the 201st Combat Support Bat-
talion at Fort Knox, K y., attain-
ing the rank of sergeant. He
deployed to Afghanistan for most
of 2011 before leaving the service
in March 2012, according to an 
Army spokesman. 

 The Associated Press

LONG BEACH, Calif. — With no leads and no mo-
tive, investigators have pleaded for the public’s help 
to find a gunman who shot and wounded the parents 
and uncle of a 3-week-old baby girl who later was 
found dead in a trash bin near the Mexican border 
120 miles from her home, police say.

Police Chief Robert Luna said the lack of direc-
tion in the investigation and the dearth of informa-
tion from the injured victims was frustrating.

“If you’re talking about a crime that occurred at 
6 p.m. on a Saturday in a highly dense, congested 
residential area, somebody had to have seen or 
heard something,” Luna said at a Monday news 
conference.

The baby’s parents and uncle have spoken with 
police but it was too early to know if the family was 
withholding clues, Luna said.

Detectives do not believe the crime was a random 
act, and the FBI is assisting in the investigation, 

Luna said.
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 

was expected to offer a $10,000 reward Tuesday for 
information leading to an arrest and conviction, he 
said.

Long Beach detectives have a limited description 
of the culprit and are looking for a man who is either 
black or Hispanic. They don’t have a description of a 
car or a license plate number, so they were unable to 
issue an Amber Alert over the weekend.

Luna said nothing is being ruled out at this point, 
including that the gunman has fled to Mexico, or 
that family members or a drug cartel are involved.

The mother and uncle remained hospitalized in 
critical condition. The father was released Sunday.

 A transient found the body of the baby, a 10-pound 
girl named Eliza Delacruz, Sunday in a trash bin 
behind a strip mall in Imperial Beach, a two-hour 
drive south of the Long Beach neighborhood where 
her father, mother and uncle were shot.  

US military vet charged in failed Gambia coup

LONG BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT/AP

 Missing baby Eliza Delacruz is 
seen in an undated photo .  

Police seek leads in infant’s death Manhunt for suspects 
who shot 2 NYPD cops

NEW YORK — A manhunt was
under way Tuesday for at least two
suspects who shot and wounded
two New York City police officers 
responding to a robbery.

Both officers were listed in sta-
ble condition. The shooting came 
about two weeks after two officers
were fatally shot while sitting in 
their patrol car in Brooklyn, and
on the same day that the city tout-
ed record low crime levels.

Police said one of the suspects
may have been wounded in the
gunfire.  

The shooting occurred around 
10:30 p.m. Monday near East 
184th Street in the Bronx’s Trem-
ont section. 
  From The Associated Press
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WAR ON TERRORISM

 The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide blast 
targeting Iraqi security forces 
and subsequent clashes with Is-
lamic State extremists on Tues-
day killed at least 23 troops and 
pro-government Sunni fighters in 
the country’s embattled western 
province of Anbar, officials said.

The day’s heavy toll for the 
Iraqi forces came as they struggle 
in battles against the Islamic State 
group and try to claw back terri-
tory lost to the extremists during 
the militants’ blitz last year. Iraq’s 
prime minister vowed on Tues-
day to dislodge Islamic State mili-
tants from all areas under their 
control.

Police officials said a suicide 
bomber first struck a gathering 
of pro-government Sunni fight-
ers near the town of al-Baghda-
di, about 110 miles northwest of 
Baghdad, in the morning .

Soon after, Islamic State mili-
tants attacked nearby army and 
police positions, setting off hours-
long clashes. Police and hospital 
officials said 23 were killed and 
28 were wounded in all on the 
government side. They did not 
give the death toll on the mili-
tants’ side, saying only that the 
attackers “sustained some casual-
ties” and declining to provide fur-
ther details. All officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity .

In Baghdad, Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi pledged that 
Iraq’s forces would retake all 
areas that fell to the Islamic State 
during last summer’s stunning 
blitz.

“We will emerge as victorious 
and the day our lands are liber-
ated is nearing,” al-Abadi told a 

group of newly graduated army 
officers, speaking at the Military 
Academy as Iraq marked Army 
Day. “Our goal ... is that peace and 
prosperity prevail in Iraq and end 
this dark period in Iraqi history.”

 Meanwhile, the Islamic State 
group announced killing eight 
men in Salahuddin province north 
of Baghdad for allegedly cooper-
ating with government forces and 
airstrikes by the U.S.-led coalition 
targeting the militant group.

The group posted photographs 
showing eight blindfolded and 
bearded men in orange jump-
suits, their hands tied behind 
their backs. Five were identified 
as police officers and two as in-
formants, but no information was 
provided on the eighth victim. 
The photos show the men by a riv-
erbank next to masked gunmen, 
under what looks like a bridge. 
They are on their knees as the 
gunmen appear to be readying 
to shoot them. Other photos show 
bloodied bodies of seven of the 
men lying on the ground.

 The authenticity of the pho-
tos could not be independently 
verified but they were posted 
late Monday on a Twitter account 
frequently used by the militant 
group.

However, a provincial official, 
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity fearing for his safety, of-
fered a different account of the 
photos, saying Tuesday that the 
men depicted in the images were 
army officers who had abandoned 
the military before the militants’ 
takeover of their area last year. 
The official said the men did not 
cooperate with Iraqi government 
forces. 

 From wire reports

The chaos afflicting Libya es-
calated Monday after the interna-
tionally recognized government 
conceded that it had bombed 
a Greek-owned oil tanker in a
port city controlled by a militant
group aligned with Islamic State
extremists.

Libyan military spokesman
Ahmed Mesmari said the Tobruk-
based government had received
no information about the tanker’s 
presence in the port of Darna and 
“treated it as a dangerous and 
suspicious target that threatens
national security,” The Associated 
Press reported.

“We regret the loss of lives,” 
Mesmari said, referring to the two
crewmen, a Greek and a Roma-
nian, who were killed in the attack 
on the Liberian-flagged Araevo.

The Araevo, which was car-
rying 12,600 metric tons of oil,
had been chartered by Libya’s
state-owned National Oil Corp.,
the Greek Foreign Ministry re-
ported in a statement. It said the
vessel had 26 crew members — 21
Filipinos, three Greeks and two
Romanians.

The apparently mistaken bomb-
ing late Sunday followed a recent
spate of kidnappings and killings
of Egyptian workers in Libya,
where rival militias have been
fighting for power since the 2011 
ouster and killing of longtime
Libyan strongman Moammar 
Gadhafi.

 Rival Islamist forces now con-
trol Tripoli, the modern capital of
Libya, forcing the internationally
recognized government bodies
to relocate to the eastern city of
Tobruk. 

Iraqi army marks 94 years
A member of Iraq’s national skydiving team prepares to land with 
the Iraqi national flag Tuesday during the Army Day celebrations in 
Baghdad . The Iraqi army was activated on Jan. 6, 1921, while under 
British rule. 

HADI MIZBAN/AP

Militants target 
Iraq security force

Libya admits 
to bombing 
Greek-owned 
oil tanker
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 BY ACHMAD IBRAHIM

The Associated Press

PANGKALAN BUN, Indonesia  
— Strong currents forced Indone-
sia to expand the search area for 
the crashed AirAsia plane Tues-
day as rough seas and bad weather 
pushed debris and made it diffi-
cult to reach suspected chunks of 
the fuselage on the ocean floor.

With only 37 bodies recovered 
since Flight 8501 crashed Dec. 28, 
there are also concerns that it will 
become harder to find the remain-
ing corpses.

“Time is of the essence,” said 
the National Search and Res-
cue Agency’s director of opera-
tion, Suryadi B. Supriyadi. “But 
it seems like it is hard to beat the 
weather.”

The search operation will ex-
pand by about 70 square miles, 
search-and-rescue chief Henry 
Bambang Soelistyo said.

Dozens of new air carriers have 
popped up in Indonesia in recent 
years to meet the industry’s boom-
ing demand, but a string of deadly 
accidents has raised concerns 
about safety. Experts say poor 
maintenance, rule-bending and a 
shortage of trained personnel are 
largely to blame. Infrastructure 
has also failed to keep pace with 
growing demand.

The country’s transportation 
ministry said it was cracking 
down after it was discovered that 
Flight 8501 did not have a permit 
to fly between Surabaya, Indone-
sia, and Singapore on the day of 
the crash. It suspended two min-

istry officials and five workers at 
Surabaya’s main airport Tuesday 
for allowing the flight. Others are 
still under investigation.

All AirAsia flights on that route 
also have been canceled for the 
time being.

It is not known what caused 
the Airbus A320 to crash into the 
Java Sea 42 minutes after take-
off, though Indonesia’s Meteorol-
ogy, Climatology and Geophysics 
Agency says bad weather appears 
to have been a factor.

Just before losing contact, the 
pilot told air traffic control he was 
approaching threatening clouds . 
No distress signal was issued.

Sonar has identified five large 
objects that are believed to be 
pieces of the fuselage on the ocean 
floor, but strong currents, silt and 
mud have kept divers from seeing 
or reaching the objects.

No pings have been detected 
from the plane’s all-important 
cockpit voice and flight data re-
corders. That’s because high 
waves have prevented the deploy-
ment of ships that drag ping loca-
tors. The batteries in the pingers 
on the black boxes are likely to go 
dead in about 20 more days.

“We are confident that rescu-
ers would be able to locate them 
in time,” said Nurcahyo Utomo, 
an investigator for Indonesia’s Na-
tional Committee on Transporta-
tion Safety.

The search for the remaining 
125 bodies has been exhausting 
for family members anxiously 
waiting to identify and bury their 
loved ones. 

 The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea  — South 
Korea said Tuesday that rival 
North Korea has a 6,000-member 
cyber army dedicated to disrupt-
ing the South’s military and gov-
ernment. The figure is a dramatic 
increase from its earlier estimate 
that the North had a cyberwar-
fare staff of 3,000.

Seoul’s Defense Ministry said 
in a report that North Korea may 
also have gained the ability to 
strike the U.S. mainland because 
of its recent progress in missile 

technology, which was demon-
strated in five long-range missile 
tests in 2009 and 2012, and is ad-
vancing in efforts to miniaturize 
nuclear warheads to mount on 
such missiles.

The United States accuses 
North Korea of a cyberattack on 
Sony Pictures over a movie de-
picting the fictional assassination 
of the North’s leader, Kim Jong 
Un. North Korea has denied any 
involvement in the breach of tens 
of thousands of confidential Sony 
emails and business files.

Former South Korean Defense 
Minister Kim Kwan-jin said in
2013 that North Korea was op-
erating a cyberwarfare staff of 
3,000. South Korea accuses North
Korea of conducting at least six
high-profile cyberattacks since
2007 and many more unsuccess-
ful attempts to infiltrate com-
puter systems of businesses and
government agencies.

The Korean Peninsula is still in 
a technical state of war because
the 1950-53 Korean War ended in
an armistice, not a peace treaty. 

 The Associated Press

CAIRO  — Gunmen opened fire 
and killed two policemen guard-
ing a Coptic church south of Cairo 
early Tuesday, security officials 
said as the nation’s minority Cop-
tic Christians prepared to mark 
Orthodox Christmas Eve.

The attack took place in the pro-
vincial capital of Minya, about 135 
miles south of Cairo. The city is 
home to the nation’s largest Cop-
tic community, and the members 
of the Orthodox minority observe 
Christmas according to the old, 
Julian calendar.

Police cordoned off the area 
shortly after the attack and were 
searching for the perpetrators, 
said the security officials, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not authorized to 
talk to media.

Another policeman was killed 
Tuesday while attempting to dis-

mantle an improvised explosive 
device planted at a gas station in 
Giza, west of Cairo. Three gas sta-
tion workers were also injured in 
the blast, security officials said. 
A video posted on privately run 
news site Youm al-Sabaa showed 
the policeman handling the ex-
plosive device, wearing protective 
gear, when the device explodes, 
sending him flying.

No one immediately claimed re-
sponsibility for either attack.

Egypt has beefed up security 
around Coptic churches ahead of 
the Orthodox Christmas. Chris-
tians account for some 10 percent 
of the nation’s 90 million people 
and have long complained of dis-
crimination by the nation’s Mus-
lim majority.

Assaults on Christians have 
stepped up in Egypt since the 
ouster of Islamist President Mo-
hammed Morsi in July 2013.

A wave of attacks in August 
2013 left dozens of churches de-
stroyed, burned or looted, includ-
ing churches in Minya. Christian 
homes and businesses were also 
targeted. The wave of anti-Chris-
tian violence followed the breakup 
by security forces of two sit-in pro-
tests by Morsi’s supporters, an op-
eration that killed hundreds.

Egypt’s Christian minority has 
also complained of a rise in kid-
nappings, armed robberies and 
assaults over the past three years 
after the country was plunged into 
turmoil by the 2011 uprising that 
toppled longtime autocrat Hosni 
Mubarak.

Security forces have faced a 
series of deadly militant attacks 
since Morsi was overthrown.

Islamists claim that Egypt’s 
Christians played a disproportion-
ately large role in the mass pro-
tests that preceded Morsi’s ouster.  

JON CHOL JIN/AP

Thousands of North Koreans gather at Kim Il Sung Square  in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Tuesday 
to rally in support of their leader, Kim Jong Un’s, new year address to the country. The words on the 
banner read: “March forward with the revolutionary ‘songun (military-first)’ policy.”  South Korea says the 
North has greatly expanded its cyber army.

Seas, weather
hamper search
for AirAsia jet

S. Korea says North’s cyber
army has vastly expanded

Gunmen kill 2 at church in Cairo
 The Associated Press

BERLIN  — The square 
around the Cologne Cathedral 
was plunged into darkness 
Monday evening after the his-
torical landmark in western 
Germany shut down its lights 
in a silent protest of weekly 
rallies in Dresden against the 
perceived “Islamization” of 
Europe.

The symbolic act came as 
thousands of Germans demon-
strated in Cologne and several 
other cities against the ongo-
ing protests by the group call-
ing itself Patriotic Europeans 
against the Islamization of the 
West, or PEGIDA, which at-
tracted its biggest crowd yet in 
Dresden on Monday night.

Cologne Cathedral provost 
Norbert Feldhoff told n-tv that 
shutting down the lights was 

an attempt to make the PEGI-
DA demonstrators think twice 
about their protest.

“You’re taking part in an 
action that, from its roots and 
also from speeches, one can 
see is Nazi-ist, racist and ex-
tremist,” he said on n-tv. “And 
you’re supporting people you 
really don’t want to support.”

Only about 250 PEGIDA 
supporters showed up in Co-
logne, as compared with about 
10 times that number of coun-
terdemonstrators. In Berlin, 
police said some 5,000 coun-
ter-demonstrators blocked 
about 300 PEGIDA support-
ers from marching along their 
planned route from city hall to 
the Brandenburg Gate. Anoth-
er 22,000 anti-PEGIDA dem-
onstrators rallied in Stuttgart, 
Muenster and Hamburg, the 
dpa news agency reported. 

Germans protest marchers
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 BRUCE SCHREINER

The Associated Press

DANVILLE, Ky.  — Tripp Foy’s sing-
song chant rang out like a sentimental 
oldie for die-hard farmers clinging to 
the old way of selling tobacco, as a small 
procession of buyers shadowed him 
down long rows of reddish-brown leaf 
piled in bales.

Farmers who have spent their lives 
tending the aromatic crop in their fields 
find comfort in Foy’s rat-a-tat style, part 
of an auction system that’s been all but 
snuffed out by another way of selling to-
bacco after years of declining smoking 
rates.

“It’s kind of in our blood,” said tobac-
co farmer Walter Browning. “But I’m 
about bled out.”

This tobacco-belt tradition, once as 
much a part of Kentucky’s fabric as 
bourbon or horse racing, is fading away 
— and it’s taking the maestros like Foy 
with it.

“The chant of an auctioneer can 
sound as good as a song,” said Foy, 63, 
who has spent four decades auctioning 
tobacco in Kentucky — the nation’s top 
burley producer. “You can walk down 
a row and you can almost dance to the 
tune of the sale.”

Years ago, multiple auctioneers plied 
their trade in each of the state’s biggest 
burley markets as sales seasons typi-
cally stretched from late autumn until 
March. The competition for top auction-
eers was fierce as warehouse operators 

looked for any edge to pull in more busi-
ness from farmers.

Now, most burley is sold under con-
tracts between farmers and tobacco 
companies. Contracting sprung up a de-
cade ago after the demise of a federal 
program of price supports and produc-
tion quotas that guaranteed minimum 
prices for most of the 20th century.

The new system cut out warehouse 
operators as middle men.

Tobacco companies typically don’t 
disclose how much contract leaf they 
purchase or for how much to avoid tip-
ping their hand to competitors.

Excess world burley tobacco supplies 
and lower demand are driving down 
prices, said University of Kentucky ag-
ricultural economist Will Snell.

Last year’s crop averaged $2.06 per 
pound. Quality leaf sold under contract 
is still fetching prices in the $1.90s to $2 
a pound this season, he said. But selling 
noncontract burley, especially lower-
quality leaf, is “going to be a struggle,” 
he said.

Droves of farmers got out of tobacco 

as U.S. smoking rates declined. The 
number of U.S. tobacco farms dropped 
from 124,270 in 1992 to 16,234 during 
the last federal crop census in 2007. 
Burley, once a $1 billion crop in Ken-
tucky, now generates about $300 million 
for the state’s remaining growers.

Despite the setbacks, a handful of auc-
tion markets have stubbornly hung on.

Supporters say they provide a nec-
essary alternative for tobacco farmers 
unable or unwilling to sign contracts or 
unhappy with prices offered by the com-
panies at contract receiving stations.

 Other than Foy’s familiar chant, little 
else resembled opening days from the 
era when every bit of leaf went through 
the auction system.

Grim-faced growers watched their 
burley sell for paltry amounts — gener-
ally $1.25 or $1.30 a pound.

“It’s a sad day,” said farmer Leland 
Turner. “I never thought I’d see the time 
when tobacco would be so cheap.”

 Years ago, the auctions signaled the 
promise of money filtering through 
small towns and big cities alike.

For farmers, it was the anticipation of 
a big pay day. If early prices were good 
enough, the payoff came right before 
Christmas. Bankers and merchants 
kept tabs on how high the bidding went.

There was no festive mood as this 
year’s sales opened at the Danville ware-
house. An ag credit lending agency sup-
plied doughnuts for the few dozen people 
on hand. Jerry Rankin, the warehouse 
operator, gave a short speech, thanking 
the farmers for their business.

For some of the growers looking on, 
the end of the line was coming into 
focus.

Browning said he already decided 
this year’s crop would be his last. He 
has a factory job and used his tobacco 
income to pay property taxes, but he 
wasn’t sure he would get enough to 
cover the bill this year.

“You spend a lot of time on it for what 
little I get,” he said. “Instead of going 
on vacations with my wife, I’m hauling 
tobacco.”

Foy’s own schedule has slowed con-
siderably. Years ago, he presided over 
tobacco sales for nine months out of 
the year across the eastern U.S. Now, 
he auctions tobacco at only a handful of 
warehouses in Kentucky. He estimates 
only a couple of auctioneers besides him 
remain.

“I don’t know that I’m the last of the 
breed,” he said. “But unless the indus-
try changes, the ones that are tobacco 
auctioneers now, when we’re all dead 
and gone, there won’t be any more.”

Auctioneer Tripp Foy, right, hands a tobacco 
purchase ticket to a buyer at an auction in 

Danville, Ky. in November. Foy has been 
doing live tobacco auctions in Kentucky 

for four decades, and he is one of the last 
tobacco auctioneers in the country. 

DYLAN LOVAN/AP

Tobacco auctions all but snuffed out
‘ I don’t know that I’m the last of the breed. But 
unless the industry changes, the ones that are 
tobacco auctioneers now, when we’re all dead and 
gone, there won’t be any more. ’

Tripp Foy
Tobacco auctioneer
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WIRED WORLD

 BY CECILIA KANG

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — For many TV viewers, 
the only reason to keep paying for expensive 
cable subscriptions is to watch sports. And 
for that, they invariably need ESPN, the 
powerful network that has exclusive rights 
to many of the country’s most popular foot-
ball and basketball games.

Now, that linchpin is being removed. For 
the first time, sports fans can watch ESPN’s 
programming streamed online to their tab-
lets, laptops, smartphones and TVs — all 
without paying a cable or satellite bill.

For $20 a month, viewers will also be able 
to watch CNN, the Food Network and the 
Cartoon Network through a new streaming 
service called Sling TV. Satellite TV provid-
er Dish Network, which is launching Sling, 
said the service will debut this month.

With Monday’s announcement, 2015 is 
shaping up to be the year when consumers 
have more reasons than ever to abandon 
the expensive bundles of cable channels of-
fered by companies such as Comcast and 
Verizon.

HBO and Showtime are planning to roll 
out their own digital streaming services 

early this year. Sony Entertainment Net-
work will also offer online viewing of chan-
nels such as Viacom’s MTV, Nickelodeon 
and Comedy Central. Millions are already 
used to paying for Netflix and Hulu Plus for 
their television viewing.

But ESPN’s entry into online streaming 
is different. The tremendous demand for 
the sports channel is unparalleled in the 
cable TV world. The top 10 most-viewed 
programs in cable television history are all 
ESPN programs. With more people watch-
ing TV shows online according to their own 
schedules, live sports are one of the few 
things left on TV that bring entire families 
together to watch in real time.

 The shift to digital is a high-risk bet for 
the television industry, which has been de-
pendent on one reliably lucrative model for 
decades. Companies like Disney-owned 
ESPN charge cable and satellite companies 
a certain amount per customer for their 
programming. The cable and satellite com-
panies, in turn, charge consumers an aver-
age of $95.73 per month, according to media 
research firm SNL Kagan.

Subscriptions to Hulu Plus, Netflix and 
Sling TV are less than half that amount, al-
though they could also quickly add up.   

 BY ANICK JESDANUN

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS  — Does anyone just watch 
TV anymore? The dramatic shift toward 
online and mobile viewing is driving tele-
vision set makers to design as much for 
streaming video as for watching broadcast 
or cable channels.

Traditional TV is far from dead, but these 
days viewers care less about watching shows 
live and even prefer saving certain series to 
watch all at once in an evening or weekend 
of binge-watching. 

Broadcast networks and hundreds of 
cable channels share viewer attention 
with thousands of online services, includ-
ing amateurs creating their own series on 
YouTube. Already, Netflix has outbid tradi-
tional channels for hits such as “House of 
Cards.” And Dish this week announced it 
will sell online access to a bundle of chan-
nels including live sports network ESPN for 
just $20 a month. 

Online video will account for a third of 
all video viewing in 2020, up from about 
10 percent in 2013, predicts The Diffusion 
Group, a research firm that specializes in 
Internet video.

 At the International CES gadget show this 
week in Las Vegas, TV makers unveiled new 
models with 4K resolution, or four times the 
clarity offered by today’s high definition 
TVs. They are pushing the features even 
though not a single TV channel is yet avail-
able in 4K. Internet services such as Netf-
lix, Amazon and M-Go are starting to offer 
4K video.

Sony on Monday promised to create more 
4K content to watch on those sets. Four pop-
ular shows from its entertainment division 
— “The Goldbergs,” “The Blacklist,” “Mas-
ters of Sex” and “The Night Shift” — will 
soon be available in 4K, and it’s working 
with partners including Netflix and You-
Tube to deliver more 4K streaming video.

“It’s going to be the first format primar-

ily driven by streaming,” said Jim Funk, a 
senior vice president at Roku Inc., which
makes streaming TV devices.

Beyond 4K, Sharp developed an engi-
neering trick to make its high-end set look
even sharper. Samsung added a nanocrys-
tal semiconductor layer to make colors
purer and the screen brighter. LG is push-
ing organic LED screens with richer colors 
and pure black — the kind typically limited 
to smaller displays such as phones because
of price.

And Internet connectivity is becoming
standard in sets, the way all TVs are color
now. LG and Samsung also have ways to
easily switch video between TV and mobile 
devices, so if you’re watching a movie on a 
phone, you can continue it on your TV as
soon as you get home.

  Lesley H. Stahl, 31, is one potential cus-
tomer of an Internet-only offering. She and
her husband never considered cable when 
they bought a new house in Sunnyvale,
Calif., figuring they had been mostly watch-
ing video online anyway. But Stahl says she 
would be cautious about subscribing to new 
channels, as she’s used to just waiting until
Hulu or Amazon gets the show. 

Designs reflect viewing shift

JAE C. HONG/AP

Joe Clayton, president and CEO of Dish Network, introduces Sling TV, a live television 
streaming service, at a news conference  in Las Vegas on Monday.

JOHN LOCHER/AP

Jim Sanduski, president of Sharp 
Electronics Marketing Corp. of America, 
introduces the Sharp Aquos Beyond 4K 
Ultra HD television Monday  in Las Vegas.  

 JOHN LOCHER /AP

Joe Stinziano, executive vice president of Samsung Electronics America, introduces a Samsung SUHD 4K TV at a news conference Monday  in Las Vegas.  Online and mobile 
viewing are affecting both consumer habits and technology.

Technology adapts to the new ways of TV
ESPN content to be streamed
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 BY NICHOLE DOBO

The Hechinger Report 

SALTON CITY, Calif. — Near 
the shore of the murky Salton Sea 
in the Southern California desert, 
a bus drives up to West Shores 
High School each day with a criti-
cal connection: a Wi-Fi router 
mounted behind an interior mir-
ror, providing Internet access 
for students whose homes aren’t 
wired.

At night, the bus driver parks 
more than 15 miles away on a 
sand driveway in a mobile home 
park. There, the hot spot is avail-
able to students as long as the bat-
tery lasts. On most nights, it fades 
after one hour.

Unlike wired and wealthy com-
munities elsewhere, many homes 
in the former resort town of Salton 
City, about 65 miles north of the 
Mexican border, do not have high-
speed Internet. The school bus 
Wi-Fi program that the district 
started last fall is one example of 
how a poor and undeserved com-
munity is trying to help students 
get better connected.

President Barack Obama men-
tioned the district’s efforts  in a 
recent speech in Washington, 
calling the effort “really smart. 
You’ve got underutilized resourc-
es — buses in the evening — so 
you put the routers on, disperse 
them, and suddenly everybody is 
connected.”

The effort comes at a time 
when a lack of Internet access 
in homes and schools remains a 
huge challenge.  Last month, the 
Federal Communications Com-
mission voted to increase funding 

for the federal E-rate program, 
which provides money for school 
districts to access the Internet, 
by $1.5 billion for a total of $3.9 
billion annually. But the money 
goes to schools, not home Internet 
access, and roughly half of low-
income families nationwide lack 
Internet service.

“Come on. We can do better 
than that as a nation, especially 
for our low-income families and 
our disadvantaged families,” said 
Darryl Adams, superintendent 
of schools of the Coachella Val-
ley Unified District, one of the 
nation’s poorest.

The district spans about 1,220 
square miles of craggy mountains 
and sandy valleys. Nearly nine 
out of 10 students in the district 
qualify for free or reduced-price 
lunches. More than half of the 
children are not fluent in Eng-
lish. About 2,000 of the district’s 
nearly 19,000 students are the 
children of migrant farm work-
ers. Date groves, citrus trees and 
grapes vines flourish on irrigated 
land.

Last year, district leaders gave 
every child a tablet computer 
to use in the classroom and at 
home. They trained teachers and 
set up in-house teams to improve 

lessons.
At school, students use the 

tablets and the Internet to tap 
into a variety of educational re-
sources, including self-paced les-
sons. After students got the tablet 
computers, completion rates for 
a required online health class in-
creased, said Richard Pimentel, 
the West Shores principal.

Last fall, the district started the 
school bus Wi-Fi program, but so 
far only two buses have been fit-
ted with routers; the district has 
about 90 buses.  

WIRED WORLD

 Above: A West Shores High 
School bus in Salton City, Calif., 
is equipped with a Wi-Fi router 
to help students connect to 
the Internet at home. Left: A 
student walks across the school 
courtyard.  

Two buses in the Coachella Valley Unified School District  have Wi-Fi technology. The 
district is still working on how to best use the technology on buses. 
PHOTOS BY NICHOLE DOBO/TNS

School buses taking Wi-Fi to impoverished communities
Commuter connections

‘ You’ve got underutilized resources 
— buses in the evening — so you put the 
routers on, disperse them, and suddenly 
everybody is connected. ’

President Barack Obama 



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 16     F3HIJKLM Wednesday, January 7, 2015

A woman who lives near Adams 
Park in northeast Omaha called 
police after Harden was found 
lying in the park.

Harden was bleeding from a 
gunshot wound in his chest when 
he was found. He was taken to an 
Omaha hospital, where he died.

Sheriff says man tried 
to set woman on fire

SC LEXINGTON — South 
Carolina authorities 

accused a Leesville man of at-
tempted murder after he set his 
house on fire, allegedly to kill a 
woman still in his bed.

Lexington County Sheriff 
Lewis McCarty said James Poole 
Jr., 43, tried to kill a 47-year-old 
woman by setting fire to a bed at 
the man’s home. Multiple media 
reported that Poole ordered the 
woman to get out of the bed and 
then set fire to it before the woman 

moved. She  escaped without seri-
ous injury.

Poole is charged with attempted 
murder and third-degree arson. 
He is being held without bond.

The fire destroyed Poole’s 
home.

Officer remembered for 
his generosity, kindness

LA DENHAM SPRINGS — 
A Denham Springs po-

lice officer is being remembered 
for his kindness and dedication.

James Foster Jr., 39, was killed 
Dec. 29 in a crash while heading 
to an interstate accident.

The motorcycle officer crashed 
into a Honda sedan that had 
turned into his path.

The Advocate reported that at 
Saturday’s funeral, one colleague 
remembered him for handing a 
$100 bill to the family of a man 
he had arrested for minor traffic 

warrants to help them bail him 
out of jail. 

Man headed for trial 
under revenge porn law

WI MILWAUKEE — In 
what has become an in-

creasingly common phenomenon, 
a Milwaukee woman had to face 
having nude and seminude pho-
tos of her posted on the Internet 
in April as collateral damage of a 
messy breakup.

Her ex, Keslin Jean Jacques, 
became one of the first people 
charged under a new Wisconsin 
law against the practice on April 
22. The offense — posting or pub-
lishing a sexually explicit image 
without consent — is a misde-
meanor punishable by up to nine 
months in jail and a $10,000 fine.

Jean Jacques’ case was sched-
uled for trial Wednesday.

 Man jailed on charges 
he left baby to go drink

PA UNIONTOWN — A
western Pennsylvania

man was jailed on charges that 
he left his 7-month-old daughter
at home alone while he went out 
to drink, then assaulted the girl’s
mother when she returned home
from work early to find the girl
alone.

 Simple assault, harassment
and child endangerment charges 
were filed  Dec. 30 by Uniontown
police. Police said Brandon Russ-
man, 21, was supposed to babysit
his daughter while his girlfriend 
was working the evening shift  on 
Dec. 29, but instead he went  out 
drinking. When the girl’s mother
returned and found the girl alone,
she located and confronted Russ-
man, who police say knocked her
down and choked her.  
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$50K The amount won by a Minot, N.D., man at the state’s 11th annual Texas Hold ’em Champion-
ship last week. Preston Dean beat out more than 1,300 people from around the country at the 
Vegas Motel in Minot. Joann Roerick, also of Minot, finished second and won $18,000; Sam Fan-
drich, of Golden Valley, took third and won $10,000. The tournament also is a charitable event, 
with profits going toward scholarships for Minot State University marketing students.

Falling 90-pound hay 
bales kill farmer, 76

OR MADRAS — A Cen-
tral Oregon farmer 

was killed by falling hay bales.
Jefferson County Sheriff Jim 

Adkins said the farmer was ap-
parently moving the hay when 
several bales fell and pinned him 
against his tractor, likely suffo-
cating him.

Adkins said the bales of alfalfa 
hay weighed 80 to 90 pounds.

KTVZ-TV  identified the victim 
as Harvey Ludwig Stickler, 76, 
who farmed south of Madras.

Adkins said Stickler’s wife told 
deputies he was missing for about 
an hour when she went to look for 
him.

It was Central Oregon’s second 
hay-related farming fatality in 
about seven months.

Woman is accused of
necklace theft at wake

TX ARANSAS PASS — A 
South Texas woman is 

accused of stealing a gold neck-
lace from the body of a man 
whose wake she was attending.

Aransas Pass police investi-
gator Mike Luna said Theresa 
Green Mireles, 56, was arrested 
and charged with theft from a 
corpse or grave.

Police said Mireles, of Corpus 
Christi, placed her hands on the 
man’s body as she appeared to 
pay her respects during visitation 
at a funeral home. Family mem-
bers later discovered the neck-
lace missing from the body of the 
cancer victim.

Mireles, an acquaintance of the 
man, was arrested Dec. 31 on the 
felony charge. The necklace was 
returned to the man’s widow.

Naked man breaks into 
homes, uses hot tub

OR KEIZER — Police 
near Salem said they 

arrested a naked man after he 
broke into two homes, drank booze 
and used a hot tub at one of them.

Officers received a 911 call 
early Sunday from a woman who 
was house-sitting in Keizer when 
she was awakened by noises com-
ing from the laundry room.

As she went to check it out, the 
laundry room door slammed, so 
she grabbed a knife and called po-
lice and her husband.

Police found the burglar inside, 
naked, and arrested him without 
incident. Investigators determined 
that he climbed in through a back 
window after removing a screen.

They also noticed that screens 
had been removed from windows 
at a neighbor’s home. Police said 
the suspect had burglarized that 
home, drinking the homeowner’s 
alcohol and using the hot tub and 
shower.

City police investigate 
first homicide of 2015

NE OMAHA — Omaha 
state police said a man 

became the city’s first homicide 
victim of 2015 after he was found 
with a gunshot wound in a park 
Saturday.

Police said Tommie Harden, 
52, was found about 10:15 a.m. 
Saturday.

THE CENSUS

Enjoying the arctic air
A bike commuter walks on an ice-covered path near Lake Michigan in Chicago on Monday.  Inset: John Rosengren and his son, Brendan, 12, 
play hockey on the rink John cleared at the south end of Lake Harriet in Minneapolis on Sunday. Temperatures fell below zero in northern, 
central and western Minnesota early Sunday .

KIICHIRO SATO/AP

JEFF WHEELER, THE (MINNEAPOLIS) STAR TRIBUNE/AP
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FACES

The Associated Press

The Producers Guild of Amer-
ica has announced the nominees 
for its 26th annual awards, and 
the celebrated civil rights drama 
“Selma” isn’t on the list.

The nominees for outstanding 
theatrical motion picture produc-
er are “American Sniper,” “Bird-
man,” “Boyhood,” “Foxcatcher,” 
“Gone Girl,” “The Grand Budapest 
Hotel,” “The Imitation Game,” 
“Nightcrawler,” “The Theory of 
Everything” and “Whiplash.”

“Selma” has been named among 
the year’s best films by various 
industry groups. It’s produced 
by Brad Pitt’s Plan B Entertain-
ment and Oprah Winfrey’s Harpo 
Productions.

In the animated feature cate-
gory, the nominees are “Big Hero 
6,” “The Book of Life,” “The Box-
trolls,” “How to Train Your Drag-
on 2” and “The Lego Movie.”

Winners will be revealed at a 
Jan. 24 ceremony in Los Angeles.

The Producers Guild represents 
more than 6,700 producers of film, 
television and online content.

Actress apologizes for 
comments on feminism

Kaley Cuoco-Sweeting says she’s 
sorry if people were offended by 
her comments on feminism.

The 29-year-old actress was 
quoted in Redbook magazine as 
saying she enjoys cooking for 
and “serving” her husband, Ryan 
Sweeting, and was “never that 
feminist girl demanding equal-
ity.”

In an interview Monday for her 
upcoming fi lm, “The Wedding 
Ringer,” Cuoco-Sweeting said her 
answers were taken out of con-
text.

She said she simply meant that 
she feels lucky “to have a career, 
really build myself as an indepen-
dent woman ... be able to serve 
my husband and have a family.”

She also said she never wants 
to offend anyone, “but it happens 
and I’m really sorry.”

2 more join defamation 
lawsuit against Cosby

Two women accusing Bill Cos-
by of sexual offenses decades ago 
have joined a defamation lawsuit, 
contending the comedian public-
ly branded them as liars through 
statements by his representa-
tives.

The amended complaint was 
fi led Monday in U.S. District 
Court in Springfi eld, in western 
Massachusetts, where Cosby has 
a home in Shelburne Falls.

Cosby is the only defendant in 
the lawsuit, originally fi led last 
month by Tamara Green, who 
said he drugged and assaulted 
her in the 1970s. The two new 
plaintiffs are Therese Serignese, 
who said he drugged and raped 
her in 1976, and Linda Traitz, who 
alleges he tried to drug her and 
then sexually groped her in 1970.

Attorney Joseph Cammarata, 
who represents the three women, 

said the civil action allows them 
to have their allegations heard 
since criminal statutes of limita-
tion have expired.

‘Saved by the Bell’ actor 
Diamond to stand trial

Dustin Diamond, the actor who
played Screech on the 1990s tele-
vision series “Saved by the Bell,”
was ordered to stand trial Mon-
day in the stabbing of a man at a
Wisconsin bar on Christmas Day.

Diamond, 37, is charged with
felony reckless endangerment
and two misdemeanors stem-
ming from the incident in Port 
Washington. His defense attor-
ney noted that none of witnesses
reported seeing Diamond stab
the man, who wasn’t seriously
hurt, but a judge ruled there was
enough evidence for the case to
go to trial.

Diamond’s fiancee, Amanda
Schutz, told police she shoved a
woman who was making rude re-
marks and antagonizing her and 
Diamond at The Grand Avenue 
Saloon, according to a criminal
complaint. The women then got
into a physical altercation, and 
two men held Schutz by her hair,
Diamond told investigators.

Diamond, who remains free on
$10,000 bond, was granted per-
mission to temporarily leave Wis-
consin, where he lives, for work. 
Alberti said Diamond was work-
ing as a comedian and had shows 
scheduled outside the state.

Other news
� Musician and actress Jewel, 

40, is going back to the books. She
has a deal with Penguin Random
House imprint Blue Rider Press 
for a memoir scheduled to come
out in the fall. Blue Rider an-
nounced the currently untitled
book Monday. In 1998, Jewel’s “A
Night Without Armor” became 
the rare poetry collection to sell 
more 1 million copies.
� Mariel Hemingway has a 

lot to say about the pain of being
a Hemingway. Regan Arts an-
nounced Monday that the ac-
tress has a memoir and young 
adult novel coming in April. The
memoir is called “Out Came the
Sun” and has the sobering sub-
title “Overcoming the Legacy of 
Mental Illness, Addiction, and
Suicide In My Family.” As noted
by the publisher, seven members
of the Hemingway family have
committed suicide over the past
four generations, notably author
Ernest Hemingway, Mariel’s
grandfather.
� Sting is going down with his

ship. Producers said early Tues-
day that the Grammy Award-
winning musician’s Broadway 
musical “The Last Ship” will
close when he leaves the show
Jan. 24. Sting, who wrote the
songs, jumped into the show in 
December, playing a shipyard
foreman, played by Jimmy Nail.
While that improved sales, they
didn’t skyrocket.
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Taraji P. Henson plays 
ex-con at the heart of 
new Fox music drama

‘Selma’ snubbed 
by Producers Guild

‘Empire’ 
builder

BY SANDY COHEN

The Associated Press

Taraji P. Henson is driving down an 
L.A. street, chatting on her cellphone, 
when a billboard catches her eye.

“Hi, me! Hiiii!” she says, smiling 
at her latest on-screen incarnation: glamorous 
ex-con Cookie in “Empire,” which premieres 
Jan. 10 on AFN-Spectrum.

Draped in fabulous furs and drenched in at-
titude, Henson’s Cookie is the heart of the Fox 
drama, a fiercely devoted mother and astute 
businesswoman who is fearless when it comes 
to getting what she wants. Her sometimes-
reluctant partner is Lucious Lyon (Terrence 
Howard), a music mogul deciding which of 
their three sons should run the family’s enter-
tainment empire.

Henson has seen her face on billboards be-
fore, with dozens of film credits (including 
2008’s “The Curious Case of Benjamin But-
ton,” for which she earned a supporting ac-
tress Oscar nod) and popular TV series such 
as “Person of Interest” to her name.

“Sometimes I forget, you know what I 
mean?” she says. “I just go on about my day, 
and look up and go, ‘That’s right, I do have a 
TV show coming out!’ ”

The 44-year-old actress pulled over to talk 
with The Associated Press about the new show 
and the empire that is Taraji P. Henson.

Who is Cookie?
She is a hero. I mean, she is the truth. She is 

strong. She’s family first. She’s a lot of things. 
She doesn’t compromise at all — never herself, 

and never her truth. That’s what I love about 
her ... She says things that I might not have the 
guts to say. I love the way she dresses. I love 
how much she cares about her sons.

How is it working with Terrence Howard 
again, your old pal from “Hustle & Flow”?

I just know that I really like working with 
Terrence. I trust him. And for me as an art-
ist — acting, you really have to be uninhib-
ited. You cannot have any hang-ups. Or if you 
do, they can’t breathe and live through these 
characters, because their hang-ups aren’t 
your hang-ups. So for me in order to fully ex-
plore characters without throwing Taraji in 
the mix, I have to feel safe ... And with Ter-
rence, I’m so safe with him, I can try anything 
... We’re friends. We’ve known each other, so 
it really works for Cookie and Lucious. When 
they came to me with the project, I said it 
has to be Terrence. When I cracked open the 
script, I saw no one but Terrence.

What’s most challenging to you as an ac-
tress right now?

Challenging is getting what I think I deserve 
to be paid. (It’s) challenging to get the proj-
ects I want done or greenlit. I’m still having 
to prove I’m bankable. But I think it’s getting 
better! I’m not one to wallow in the muck and 
say how bad. I don’t harp on how bad things 
are ... My thing is to prove each and every time 
I’m on the screen — whether it’s TV, wheth-
er it’s film, whether it’s the stage — Taraji is 
going to deliver. So when I do get that moment 
— ’cause it’s coming, I work too hard — when I 
do get that moment, that perfect movie comes 
along and some studio is going to say, ‘I believe 
in her.’ Not me and a man. Not me and another 
guy, no. Taraji P. Henson is going to open this 
film. Then I know that I’m doing my job.



 The Associated Press

DALLAS  — If you’ve been put-
ting off a trip abroad because it’s 
too expensive, start packing your 
bags.

A stronger dollar has reduced 
the price of travel, from a hotel 
room to a glass of beer, in much 
of Europe, Japan, India and 
elsewhere.

“This is one of the best times 
for Americans to travel in years,” 
sa id Matt Kepnes, author of “How 
to Travel the World on $50 a Day” 
and other travel books.

 Why the dollar is strong

Other economies are shaky, 
making their currencies less 
valuable. Europe is barely grow-
ing. Japan is already officially 
in recession. China’s growth has 
slowed. Meanwhile, the U.S. econ-
omy has been chugging along, and 
the dollar has gained too. Many 
economists expect that steady 
U.S. growth will compel the Fed-
eral Reserve to raise interest 
rates later this year, making dol-

lar investments more attractive 
and leading traders to sell other 
currencies and buy dollars.

 What it means

Let’s say that in June you had a 
charming dinner for two in Paris 
for 75 euros. First, congratula-
tions. Second, it cost $103 then; 
today it would be $89. Expensive 
countries may not be cheap, but at 
least they’re more affordable now.

 Best bargains

Thanks to the pound’s decline, 
England is cheaper than it was 
six months ago. But the euro has 
slumped more, making most of 
continental Europe an even bet-
ter bargain. Travel writer Kepnes 
says Greece is attractive right 
now because hotels and tour op-
erators have been slashing prices 
to fill rooms. The same thing is 
happening in Portugal and parts 
of Spain.

“Be the contrarian traveler,” 
Kepnes sa id. “If you want to go 
to Europe, consider eastern or 
central Europe, where prices are 
generally cheaper.” He recom-
mends going during the “shoulder 
season” — late spring or early fall 
— rather than in the peak sum-
mer season.

 When to book a flight

Demand for travel is so strong 
that most airlines don’t have to 
cut prices to sell seats.

“The summer fares are still 
very expensive,” sa id George 

Hobica, founder of travel website 
airfarewatchdog.com. But air-
lines might cut prices this spring 
if the strong dollar discourages 
Europeans and Asians from fly-
ing to and from the U.S.

 Consider all the options

Hobica recommends checking 
foreign airlines. He said Etihad, 
Qatar Airways, Turkish Airlines 
and others sometimes offer bet-
ter prices to Europe than U.S. 
carriers do, although they could 
include a distant stopover. 
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MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Jan. 7) ............................$1.2223
Dollar buys (Jan. 7) ...........................€0.8181
British pound (Jan. 7) ..........................$1.56
Japanese yen (Jan. 7) ........................ 117.00
South Korean won (Jan. 7) ............1,075.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770 
British pound ..................................... $1.5179
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1778
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2144
Denmark (Krone) ................................6.2440
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1512
Euro .........................................$1.1917/0.8391
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7537
Hungary (Forint) ................................. 267.64
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.9476
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 118.79
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2938
Norway (Krone) ................................... 7.7084
Philippines (Peso)................................. 45.01
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.61
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7535
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.3341
South Korea (Won) .......................... 1,101.73
Switzerland (Franc)............................1.0079 
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.88
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.3196
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.12
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.01
30-year bond  ........................................... 2.60

Wednesday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 34 18 Clr
Akron, Ohio 11 -2 Snow
Albany, N.Y. 20 -2 Snow
Albuquerque 44 25 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 26 7 Cldy
Amarillo 20 14 Clr
Anchorage 14 14 Cldy
Asheville 29 8 Cldy
Atlanta 48 15 Clr
Atlantic City 31 6 Clr
Austin 48 25 Cldy
Baltimore 27 10 Clr
Baton Rouge 50 22 Clr
Billings 26 20 Cldy
Birmingham 37 11 Cldy
Bismarck -1 -3 Clr
Boise 35 28 Cldy
Boston 25 0 Cldy
Bridgeport 28 1 Clr
Brownsville 63 43 Cldy
Buffalo 10 5 Snow
Burlington, Vt. 13 -12 Snow
Caribou, Maine 10 -18 Snow
Casper 34 26 Clr
Charleston, S.C. 55 20 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 21 4 Cldy
Charlotte, N.C. 40 13 Cldy

Chattanooga 33 9 Cldy
Cheyenne 26 25 Cldy
Chicago 0 -9 Snow
Cincinnati 10 -3 Clr
Cleveland 13 3 Snow
Colorado Springs 28 24 Cldy
Columbia, S.C. 51 17 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 54 19 Clr
Columbus, Ohio 11 -5 Cldy
Concord, N.H. 22 -12 Cldy
Corpus Christi 57 34 Cldy
Dallas-Ft. Worth 35 19 Clr
Dayton 8 -7 Clr
Daytona Beach 67 41 Clr
Denver 27 23 Cldy
Des Moines -4 -14 Snow
Detroit 12 2 Cldy
Duluth -4 -12 Clr
El Paso 49 29 Clr
Elkins 12 -1 Snow
Erie 14 9 Snow
Eugene 49 36 Cldy
Evansville 12 -1 Snow
Fairbanks -8 -22 Clr
Fargo -4 -8 Clr
Flagstaff 53 23 Clr
Flint 8 0 Clr
Fort Smith 32 12 PCldy

Fort Wayne 11 -11 Snow
Fresno 63 44 Clr
Goodland 13 13 Cldy
Grand Junction 39 22 Clr
Grand Rapids 11 3 Cldy
Great Falls 38 19 PCldy
Green Bay 0 -12 Snow
Greensboro, N.C. 34 9 Cldy
Harrisburg 21 8 Clr
Hartford Spgfld 24 -2 PCldy
Helena 35 22 PCldy
Honolulu 77 65 Clr
Houston 53 29 Cldy
Huntsville 29 9 Snow
Indianapolis 3 -9 Snow
Jackson, Miss. 46 16 Clr
Jacksonville 60 29 Clr
Juneau 29 24 Snow
Kansas City 5 -2 Clr
Key West 78 63 Cldy
Knoxville 27 8 Snow
Lake Charles 50 25 Cldy
Lansing 9 0 Clr
Las Vegas 65 46 Clr
Lexington 15 -1 Snow
Lincoln 5 -5 Clr
Little Rock 32 14 Snow
Los Angeles 78 52 Clr

Louisville 15 1 Snow
Lubbock 28 17 Clr
Macon 53 17 Clr
Madison -3 -12 Clr
Medford 56 32 Cldy
Memphis 26 11 Cldy
Miami Beach 79 59 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 34 20 Clr
Milwaukee 2 -10 Clr
Mpls-St. Paul -1 -10 Clr
Missoula 34 22 Cldy
Mobile 52 18 PCldy
Montgomery 47 16 PCldy
Nashville 22 5 PCldy
New Orleans 51 27 PCldy
New York City 26 5 Clr
Newark 28 5 Clr
Norfolk, Va. 37 16 Clr
North Platte 11 3 PCldy
Oklahoma City 22 10 Clr
Omaha 2 -7 Clr
Orlando 68 41 Clr
Paducah 17 2 Snow
Pendleton 38 30 Cldy
Peoria -2 -12 Snow
Philadelphia 29 10 Clr
Phoenix 75 51 PCldy
Pittsburgh 12 1 Cldy

Pocatello 44 24 PCldy
Portland, Maine 23 -9 Cldy
Portland, Ore. 50 35 PCldy
Providence 26 -1 Cldy
Pueblo 30 14 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 37 11 Cldy
Rapid City 17 14 PCldy
Reno 58 27 Clr
Richmond 33 12 Clr
Roanoke 30 8 Snow
Rochester 12 3 Snow
Rockford -3 -15 Snow
Sacramento 63 42 Clr
St. Louis 9 -1 Clr
St. Petersburg 66 48 Clr
St. Thomas 86 74 Rain
Salem, Ore. 50 33 Cldy
Salt Lake City 43 23 Clr
San Angelo 37 19 Clr
San Antonio 50 27 Cldy
San Diego 75 52 Clr
San Francisco 65 50 PCldy
San Jose 71 47 PCldy
San Juan, P.R. 83 72 Rain
Santa Fe 42 19 Clr
St. Ste Marie 4 -3 Snow
Savannah 57 22 Clr
Seattle 53 39 PCldy

Shreveport 42 19 PCldy
Sioux City -3 -13 Snow
Sioux Falls -6 -12 Clr
South Bend 12 -7 Snow
Spokane 34 29 Cldy
Springfield, Ill. 1 -6 Clr
Springfield, Mo. 14 0 Snow
Syracuse 13 0 Snow
Tallahassee 61 25 Clr
Tampa 66 42 Clr
Toledo 11 -5 Snow
Topeka 8 0 Clr
Tucson 75 51 PCldy
Tulsa 22 8 Clr
Tupelo 31 11 PCldy
Waco 41 20 Clr
Washington 29 12 Clr
W. Palm Beach 76 57 Cldy
Wichita 14 4 Clr
Wichita Falls 28 14 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 16 3 Cldy
Wilmington, Del. 29 10 Clr
Yakima 40 31 Cldy
Youngstown 11 2 Snow

National temperature extremes
Hi: Mon., 87, San Gabriel, Calif. 
Lo: Mon., -29, Togo, Minn.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Strong dollar makes world travel cheaper

AP

 Tourists take pictures in front of 
the Eiffel tower in Paris. 
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AF attacks messenger on sex assault policy
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News  editorial 

The U.S. military justice system has 
been pilloried for good reason for 
its horrendous record in handling 
sexual assault cases. In the wake 

of that criticism, some strides finally have 
been made toward improving the system 
for assault victims. But events of the past 
week show there’s still a long way to go.

The U.S. Air Force decided to “admon-
ish” one of the military lawyers it had 
assigned to a new program to represent 
victims of sexual assault. But Capt. Ma-
ribel Jarzabek was lucky. She was threat-
ened with criminal charges for — well, 
here’s the story.

The new program is one of those re-
forms the Defense Department showcases 
as a shining success, proof that it is a new 
day and that atrocities by servicemembers 
will not be tolerated. The captain was in 
the last month of her five-year Air Force 
service when she wrote a post on the Face-

book page of Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-
N.Y., encouraging the senator to continue 
to push specific reforms of the system 
through Congress.

In the Dec. 2 post Jarzabek also wrote, 
“Changes are needed, and it’s time that the 
public knew about the military’s true dirty 
little secrets!”

A while later Jarzabek was informed 
via email from a high-ranking officer that 
she was under criminal investigation. Yes, 
criminal investigation for advocating “a 
partisan political cause” and expressing 
opinions that could undermine public con-
fidence in the Air Force.

Ahem. It seems to us that it’s the Air 
Force that is undermining public confi-
dence here. It is hard to have much con-
fidence when an organization investigates 
and chastises an officer for telling the pub-
lic the truth about one of its vaunted pro-
grams that she happens to be intimately 
familiar with. In fact, this over-the-top re-
action from the Air Force makes us worry 

that the program is mostly window dress-
ing. That would be tragic for victims but
also for the U.S. military.

Prosecutors will tell you that when it
comes to sexual assault — whether in the
military or civilian society — one of the 
biggest problems is getting victims to re-
port it. There are a variety of reasons for 
this, but one of the biggest is that victims
feel the justice system is stacked against 
them and will put them on trial instead of 
the accused. Civilian courts have gotten
better over the past few decades at sup-
porting victims, but until the recent bursts
of outrage, the military remained in the
dark ages. News of this case will do noth-
ing to encourage victims to come forward.

Dec. 31  was Jarzabek’s last day of duty.
Once all of the papers are signed and she 
becomes a civilian again, we hope that 
she’ll exercise her newly restored free-
speech rights and tell us about those “dirty
little secrets” in detail. She and Sen. Gil-
librand should have lunch. 
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Cannabis crazy a sorry state indeed

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP

Colorado state Rep. Jonathan Singer  speaks  during a news conference to announce 
the rollout of the   “Good to Know” advertising campaign Monday  in Denver. The ad s 
will focus on marijuana laws and health effects, including the  dangers of overuse . 

 BY SUSAN SHAPIRO

In 2014, our country went cannabis 
crazy, bringing to 18 the number of 
states decriminalizing pot. Colorado 
opened boutiques selling “mountain 

high suckers” in grape and butterscotch 
flavors and posted signs that proclaimed 
the state is “where prohibition ends and 
the fun begins.” In my New York home, 
I’m glad that someone can carry up to 
50 joints and no longer get thrown in the 
joint. Yet I worry that user-friendly laws 
and such recent screen glorifications as 
“High Maintenance” and “Kid Cannabis” 
send young people a message that getting 
stoned is cool and hilarious.

I know the dark side. I’m ambivalent 
about legalizing marijuana because I was 
addicted for 27 years. After starting to 
smoke weed at Bob Dylan concerts when I 
was 13, I saw how it can make you say and 
do things that are provocative and peril-
ous. I bought pot in bad neighborhoods at 
3 a.m., confronted a dealer for selling me 
a dime bag of oregano, let shady pushers I 
barely knew deliver marijuana, like pizza, 
to my home. I mailed weed to my vacation 
spots and smoked a cocaine-laced joint 
a bus driver offered when I was his only 
passenger.

Back then Willie Nelson songs, Cheech 
and Chong routines and “Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High’s” Jeff Spicoli made get-
ting high seem kooky and harmless. My 
reality was closer to Walter White’s self-
destruction from meth on TV’s “Breaking 
Bad” and the delusional nightmares in the 
film “Requiem for a Dream.” Everyone 
believed you couldn’t get addicted to pot.

Turns out I could get hooked on carrot 
sticks. Marijuana became an extreme ad-
diction for me. I’m not alone. Nearly 17 per-
cent of those who get high as teenagers will 
become addicted to marijuana, according 
to the 2013 edition of the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. 
The 2012 National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health found that up to half of daily 
marijuana smokers become addicted — an 
estimated 2.7 million people in the U.S.

The years I toked, I struggled with love 
and work, sometimes feeling suicidal. The 
brilliant addiction specialist who helped 
me give up pot a dozen years ago taught 
me that addicts self-medicate because 
underlying every substance problem he’d 
ever seen “is a deep depression that feels 
unbearable.” One-on-one therapy helped 
me untangle what I was getting wasted to 
escape. Being drug-free saved my health, 
marriage and career. Within a year, my in-

come tripled. I came to believe my doctor’s 
adage: “When you quit a toxic habit you 
leave room for something beautiful to take 
its place.”

In writing classes I teach in New York 
and Los Angeles, students from many 
backgrounds confessed that they “smoked 
a bowl” or “got ripped” and then got in a 
car accident, fell on subway tracks, had a 
wallet or cellphone stolen, were sexually 
assaulted or had a physical altercation that 
landed them in the hospital or jail. My un-
dergraduates loved the series “Weeds” and 
“Harold &  Kumar” films and joked about 
being “cross-faded,” simultaneously im-
bibing on alcohol and marijuana.

Yet I warn them that getting stoned 
greatly increases the likelihood of some-
thing bad happening, reminding them 
that pot blurs reality, reduces inhibitions 
— and regularly leads to tragedy. Consider 
two deaths in 2014 in Colorado that police 
linked to pot: a 47-year-old man who ate 
marijuana-infused candy and fatally shot 
his wife, and a 19-year-old student who in-
gested a marijuana cookie and jumped to 
his death.

The weed of today is far stronger than in 
the past. President Barack Obama admit-
ted smoking marijuana as a teen and said 
it’s no worse than alcohol but hopes his 
daughters will avoid “the bad habit.” The 
new edible pot products can be 10 times 
stronger than a traditional joint, says a re-
port in the New England Journal of Medi-
cine. The strength of pot varies, and it’s 
impossible to predict its effect. How you 

react to marijuana depends on your size,
what you’ve eaten, the medications you
take. As I tapered off, one hit from a pipe 
or bong could leave me reeling, as if I’d had
five drinks.

Marijuana use doubles the risk of being 
in a car accident if you drive soon after
smoking it, and it causes more car acci-
dents than any other illicit drugs, accord-
ing to Columbia University researchers.
They found it contributed to 12 percent of 
traffic deaths in the U.S. in 2010, triple the
rate of a decade earlier.

The medical side effects are also sig-
nificant. Smoking pot increases the risk of
lung cancer 8 percent, according to Brit-
ish and New Zealand studies. It’s associ-
ated with bronchitis, respiratory infections
and increases the risk of heart attack and
stroke, concluded a New England Journal 
study. Another 2014 study found frequent
use by teenagers and young adults causes
cognitive decline and decreases IQ. Mari-
juana essentially fries your brain.

Being a stoner was easy. Quitting was
hard but gave me more to live for. Before
jumping on the buzzed bandwagon in the
new year, throwing a pot dessert party
or voting to lift all restrictions across the
nation, ask yourself and your kids: Is the 
high worth the lows? We shouldn’t send pot 
smokers to prison, but they don’t belong on
pop culture pedestals either.
Susan Shapiro is coauthor of the best-seller 
“Unhooked: How to Quit Anything” and author of 
the memoir “Lighting Up.” This column first
appeared in the Los Angeles Times. 
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 BY RAMESH PONNURU

Bloomberg News

Mario Cuomo, the former gover-
nor of New York who died on 
New Year’s Day, is being re-
membered as a liberal lion and 

a great orator. Many of the remembrances 
and obituaries mention his speech at the 
Democratic convention of 1984.

“A hundred years from now, if there is 
one speech that people will study and re-
member from a Democratic politician in 
the last quarter of the 20th century, it will 
rightly be Cuomo’s 1984 address,” argued 
Andrei Cherny, who has himself written 
speeches for Democratic politicians.

Even conservatives can admire Cuomo’s 
willingness to stand for his principles when 
they weren’t especially popular — even if 
we are mostly glad that they weren’t popu-
lar. It must be said, though, that his con-
vention speech hasn’t aged well. To read it 
now is to see why Cuomo had such an elec-
trifying effect on liberals, and why liberal-
ism in his era was so hopeless.

It is also to see that Cuomo’s undoubted 
oratorical gifts were sometimes merely 
demagogic ones. The theme of his speech 
was that the United States in the years 
of President Ronald Reagan was not the 
“shining city on a hill” of Reagan’s speech-
es but rather “two cities,” and that Reagan 
had no concern for the one mired in pov-

erty. Cuomo introduced that theme with a 
distortion:

“Ten days ago, President Reagan ad-
mitted that although some people in this 
country seemed to be doing well nowa-
days, others were unhappy, even worried, 
about themselves, their families, and their 
futures. The President said that he didn’t 
understand that fear. He said, ‘Why, this 
country is a shining city on a hill.’ ”

In the actual speech Reagan had given 
10 days earlier, he had neither “admit-
ted” that many people were worried about 
their economic condition — which would 
not, of course, have been much of an ad-
mission — nor expressed bafflement that 
they might be. He had instead said that 
Americans shouldn’t be fearful about the 
future in general, and about the Cold War 
in particular.

The distortion allowed Cuomo to segue 
into a shopworn caricature of conserva-
tism, which on his telling amounted to “so-
cial Darwinism.” “Make the rich richer, 
and what falls from the table will be enough 
for the middle class and those who are try-
ing desperately to work their way into the 
middle class.”

He then provided a history of the Re-
publican and Democratic parties that 
would make Parson Weems blush at its 
simple-mindedness. “The difference be-
tween Democrats and Republicans has 
always been measured in courage and 

confidence,” he said. Republicans “believe 
that the wagon train will not make it to the 
frontier unless some of the old, some of the 
young, some of the weak are left behind by 
the side of the trail.” Democrats, by con-
trast, “believe that we can make it all the 
way with the whole family intact, and we 
have more than once.” Maybe the governor 
should have reviewed his party’s history 
from the 1850s through the 1880s to see 
just how inclusively it defined the Ameri-
can family.

He returned to 1984. The Democratic 
Party, which had “saved this nation from 
depression, from fascism, from racism, 
from corruption, is called upon to do it 
again” — and to save it “most of all from 
the fear of a nuclear holocaust.” This part 
of the speech doesn’t hold up well. Cuomo 
makes it sound as though re-electing Rea-
gan would lead to a civilization-ending 
inferno. It was hysterical at the time, and 
quite quickly proven wrong. The Berlin 
Wall came down five years later.

Cuomo’s speech also offered an explana-
tion in advance for Reagan’s re-election. 
After describing Reagan’s record as he 
saw it, Cuomo added, “That its disastrous 
quality is not more fully understood by the 
American people I can only attribute to 
the President’s amiability and the failure 
by some to separate the salesman from the 
product.” These are explanations that los-
ing political movements often find tempt-

ing: Our opponents are just too slick, and 
the American people too stupid. (Some
conservatives resorted to these excuses 
when Bill Clinton was a popular president,
and when Barack Obama was re-elected.)

It was a speech full of nostalgia for the
Democratic triumphs of previous decades 
and lamentations for the Republican dep-
redations of the present. But it offered
nothing for the future. Cuomo said nothing 
about how the country should be governed
to meet the challenges of the 1980s.

On the strength of such speeches, 
Cuomo got a reputation as a kind of Ameri-
can Cicero. He was “probably the nation’s
most gifted philosopher-politician,” David 
Nyhan wrote in the Boston Globe in 1999.
Yet this speech, and perhaps even more
the celebrations of it, showed just how 
badly the liberalism of the 1980s needed 
reform — and how incapable of providing
it Cuomo would have been even if he were
interested. 

Which is why Reagan won a landslide
that year and changed the direction of
the country over the course of his career, 
while Cuomo is remembered mostly as an
eloquent spokesman for a moribund cause.

Ramesh Ponnuru, a Bloomberg View columnist, is 
a senior editor for National Review, where he has 
covered national politics for 18 years, and a visit-
ing fellow at the American Enterprise Institute. 

 BY NOAH FELDMAN

Bloomberg News

Can Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, the sur-
viving Boston Marathon bomb-
ing suspect, get a fair trial in the 
Hub? It’s a profound question, but 

one that the Framers would have found in-
comprehensible. Far from providing for a 
change of venue in high-profile cases, they 
guaranteed that the accused deserved a 
trial “by an impartial jury of the State and 
district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed.”

So what is the origin of the modern idea 
that the accused can seek to be tried else-
where? The answer lies in England, and 
particularly in the lurid murder trial of 
William Palmer, the so-called prince of 
poisoners, which took place in 1855, fully 
66 years after the Sixth Amendment was 
ratified.

Palmer was a piece of work — the classic 
Victorian villain. He was tried for poison-
ing his friend John Cook with strychnine. 
But Palmer, a doctor, was also suspected of 
poisoning his wife (for 13,000 pounds) and 
four children (to avoid the expense of rais-
ing them).

Palmer’s crimes took place in Stafford-
shire. But with the rise of newspapers, it 
was widely thought he couldn’t get a fair 
trial there. Parliament passed the Central 
Criminal Court Act to allow Palmer to be 
tried at the Old Bailey, where he was con-
victed and sentenced to death by hanging.

The case drew notice in the United 
States — but because of the admission of 
circumstantial evidence in a poisoning, not 
because of the change in venue. Americans 
had long feared the moving of trials to a 
central location, which smacked of empire 
and dominance. The state ratifying con-
ventions had insisted on a guarantee of a 
local trial precisely because they recalled 
British removal of some crimes to admi-
ralty courts in which local juries were cir-
cumvented so they couldn’t resist British 
law. The notion that removal could actually 
serve justice was still anathema.

Gradually, states began to take on board 
the British rule allowing for a request of a 
change in venue. It wasn’t until 1944, how-
ever, that the Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure were amended to allow for  such 
a change if local prejudice would make an 
impartial trial impossible. And it wasn’t 
until the 1960s when the Warren court an-
nounced that the Sixth Amendment right 
to an impartial jury could trump the Sixth 
Amendment’s demand of a trial in the dis-
trict where the crime occurred.

To hold that fairness demanded ig-
norance, not knowledge, amounted to a 
near-total reversal of the old jury norms. 
Historically, the local jurors were thought 
to already have a good sense of the crime 
and its circumstances. Now, too much 
knowledge could be deemed prejudicial. 
But the shift reflected the broader trans-
formation of the jury from informed insid-
ers to quasi-judicial decision makers.

The Boston Marathon bombing poses a 
new challenge. It’s not just that many and 
maybe most Bostonians know one or more 
of the thousands of people who ran in the 
marathon and were targets of the attack. 
(I certainly do.) The search for the bomb-
ers actually shut down the city and several 
suburbs after they killed a police officer for 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and exchanged fire with Watertown police. 
Having been in lockdown, with the sound 
of Black Hawk helicopters overhead and 
the children barred even from the back-
yard, was an experience not easily forgot-
ten. And it affected hundreds of thousands 
of people who might be in the jury pool.

Deepening the problem of a fair trial is 
the collective response to the bombings. 
The “Boston Strong” campaign, which fea-
tured everyone from then-Mayor Thomas 
Menino to the redoubtable Red Sox slugger 
David Ortiz (the latter more popular even 
than the former) united greater Boston like 
no other public outpouring in my lifetime. 
To have been unmoved by this response 
— in a city notorious for its balkanized 
neighborhoods and legacy of racism — you 
would have to have been living in a hole.

The upshot is that, if we took the Warren 
court’s idea of a fair trial seriously, or want-
ed to follow the Palmer precedent, the trial 
really should be moved to Washington, as 
Tsarnaev’s lawyers requested. The terror-
ists targeted the symbol of the marathon to 
affect the whole city of Boston — and they 
did. I have trouble believing that there are 
12 truly impartial Bostonians out there to 
try the surviving bomber.

In reality, however, it was highly unlike-
ly that the trial would be moved. Courts 
almost never grant a change of venue. The 
Supreme Court requires a “totality of the 
circumstances” test in which careful juror 
screening can counteract any presump-

tion of general bias. There’s little doubt 
the Boston court will be extremely consci-
entious to avoid a successful appeal. This
will effectively avoid what the court calls
a “circus atmosphere” that can warrant a
change in venue.

The justices of the 1960s might not like
this result. But the Framers would under-
stand it implicitly. The Boston Marathon
attackers may have acted from global mo-
tives. But they were local criminals and
committed a local crime — and so there is
poetic justice in a local trial. Here’s hoping
Boston Strong can also be Boston Fair.
Bloomberg View columnist Noah Feldman is a 
professor of constitutional and international law 
at Harvard University. 

New venue warranted, but it’s Boston’s case

Cuomo was an eloquent spokesman for a lost cause

JANE FLAVELL COLLINS/AP

In this courtroom sketch, Boston Marathon bombing suspect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 
second from right, is depicted with his lawyers, left, beside U.S. District Judge George 
O’Toole Jr., right, as O’Toole addresses a pool of potential jurors in a jury assembly 
room at the federal courthouse  in Boston on Monday. 
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Lexus, IS350, 2006 $10000.00
US Spec 4 Door Sedan. Excel-
lent condition and runs great,
will not disappoint. Priced below
BB, serious inquiries only.
010-4329-2236 or pressleys@h
otmai l .com 01044112738
robkorea@yahoo.com

Ford, Fusion SEL, 2011
$12500.00 This is fully loaded it
comes with * Leather * heated
seats * sunroof * BLIS System
(it will tell you when someone is
in your blind spot (awesome
feature) * Back Up Camera
(Super useful) * reserve sensing
system * 12 Speaker Sony
Audio System * Bluetooth * 19"
inch alloy wheels * Great MPG!
2.5L * This car has always been
properly maintained with oil
changes/tire Call more info @
010-5162-6499 82-010-5162-
6499 nik00117@gmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Current UMUC Books for sale
$8.00 Laboratory in Biology -
Course# BIOL 102 - Laboratory
Exercises for Biology 102 willia
m.e.rowan70@googlemail.com

Durabrand Combination Pizza
Oven Hot Plate $45.00 230V,
50Hz. Price is in Euros. For
more details, please call or
email. 01714821503
katinafinley1@googlemail.com

Motorola Defy Mini Smart
Phone $60.00 Price is in Euros.
For more details, please call or
email. 01714821503
katinafinley1@googlemail.com

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Furniture/Appliances 511
Current UMUC Books for sale
$40.00 Introduction Public
Speaking - Course# SPCH 101 -
The Art of Public Speaking
Stephen E. Lucas - International
Edition - Eleventh Edition
ISBN#978-07-131467-1 william.
e.rowan70@googlemail.com

MOOG Control arm, BM-TC-
4370, 1995 $60.00 Original
MOOG control arm front right
lower front Touring (Stationwag-
on) fits BMW 5 (E34) & 5
Touring (E34) & 7 (E32) Series.
Rplaces original BMW part
numbers 3112 1 139 988 and
31121133238. Compare your
original part number first. New
still in original box and plastic
bad still sealed. william.e.rowan
70@googlemail.com

LG 5II Smart Phone $60.00
Price is in Euros. For any more
details please call or email.
01714821503
katinafinley1@googlemail.com

Person to Person 800
Audi, A4 Station wagon, 1997
$600.00 260,000 KM (= 162k
Miles). This car is a daily driver.
It is in good condition and has
passed APK. I use it to travel
long distances regularly. New
brake pads purchased; new
all-weather tires replaced last
season. I'm selling as I have
upgraded to a newer car.
I N S P E C T I O N  I S
GUARANTEED! I will accept
Dollars or Euros. US & NATO ID
Card holders only please. If you
have any questions, please ask.
This car is a value for the price.
0171-473-9782 frank.hanchak
@gmail.com

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- Visit us on Live Chat 24/7! -
US Specifications

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"

Jeep, Grand Cherokee Over-
land Summit 4x4, 2012
$34000.00 ,Absolutely loaded to
the max. 36,000 miles, V8 5.7L
360HP HEMI, tow package, 20"
premium wheels, quadralift air
suspension allows you to raise
and lower the truck for offroad or
onroad performance, driving
conditons selector, Saddle
leather interior, dash, accents,
front and rear seats heated,
cooled front seats, heated steer-
ing wheel, sunroof, rear enter-
tainment center with game con-
sole plug-ins, adaptive cruise
control, 5 years of extended
warranty left, way too much to
l i s t . . . .  $ 3 4 , 0 0 0  o b o
tylito2000@gmail.com

Automotive 140
Office assistant needed for H&R
Block Mainz Kastel. Email Mr.
C l e m o n s  a t
eclemons@hrblock.com for info.

Home Furniture $60.00 Moving
Sale - Prices range from $10 to
$60 -bookshelves, end tables,
movie cabinet, dressers,
shrunks, ceiling fans and side
t a b l e s  4 9 9 8 4 7 3 2 8 9 9 9 3
etsmith341@yahoo.com

Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

Emporia Talk Basic Cell Phone.
$40.00 Great for elderly per-
sons. Price is in Euros. For
more details, please call or
email. 01714821503
katinafinley1@googlemail.com

Current UMUC Books for sale
$40.00 Introduction Political Sci-
ence - Course# GVPT 100 -
Power & Choice W. Phillips
Shively - International Edition -
Fourth Edition ISBN#978-1-259
-07125-6
william.e.rowan70@googlemail.
com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Jobs Offered 630Furniture 510

Cellular Phones 280
H o n d a ,  S 2 0 0 0 ,  2 0 0 2
$14,000.00, 240 HP. Silverstone
color, leather interior. German
model, German title. Located in
Ramstein area. Serious enqui-
ries only. For information please
contact Marty at: 0174 134
8691, martin.aiara@yahoo.com

Vocal 20L-a Language Transla-
tor $25.00 Price is in Euros. For
more details, please call or
email. 01714821503
katinafinley1@googlemail.com

Current UMUC Books for sale
$40.00 Ethics in Information
Technology - Course# IFSM 304
- A Gift of Fire ara Base
International Edition - Fourth
Edition
william.e.rowan70@googlemail.
com

Sony Wireless Lan Adapter
UWA-BR100 $40.00 Price is in
Euros. For more details, please
call or email. 01714821503
katinafinley1@googlemail.com

Mitsubishi, Outlander, 2003
$4000.00 Automatic All Season
Tires FWD Color exterior: Black
Interior: Black Sits 5 passengers
Engine 4-Cyl, 2.4 L ABS Air
Conditioning Power Windows
Power Door Locks Cruise Con-
trol AM FM Stereo CD Player
and 135k miles. The car has a
few scratches which can be
easily removed. Just passed
inspection! New rotors, brake-
s,good tires,thermostat, front
lights, recent oil change. In the 3
years I owned this car I took it
several times in long trips.Never
had any problems with it.
onassisromero@yahoo.com

Honda,  Accord,  1999
$2000.00, automatic transmis-
sion, 4 dr, good gas mileage (30
mpg), 144K miles, runs well, we
are selling because of PCS, can
have after 22 December. $2000
O B O .  C a l l  K e n t  a t
0 1 7 0 - 2 7 7 8 6 1 5 .
entdun@gmail.com

Current UMUC Books for sale
$30.00 Concepts of Biology -
Course# BIOL 101 - Biology
Concepts and Applications:
Without Physiology Starr Evers
and Starr - International Edition
ISBN#978-0-538-73618-3 willia
m.e.rowan70@googlemail.com

PhotoFast i-Flash Drive 16GB
$45.00 Price is in Euros. For
more details, please call or
e m a i l .  0 1 7 1 4 8 2 1 5 0 3
katinafinley1googlemail.com

Current UMUC Books for sale
$80.00 Concepts & Applications
of Information Technology -
Course# IFSM 201 - Under-
standing Computers Today and
Tomorrow with D. Morley and C.
S. Parker International Edition
Fourteenth Edition ISBN#978-1
-133-19001-1 comes with Micro-
soft Office 2010 Fundamentals

. Hunt and B. M. Waxer
I S B N # 9 7 8 - 0 - 5 3 8 - 4 8 1 4 0 - 3
w i l l i a m . e . r o w a n 7 0
googlemail.com

THE UNITED STATES COM-
MEMORATIVE PRESIDENTIAL
COINS $90.00 THE UNITED
STATES COMMEMORATIVE
PRESIDENTIAL COLLECTION
FRAMED COINS - BILLS -
STAMPS -2- 1776-1976 Eisen-
hower Dollar + Eisenhower
Dollar Reverse 2- 1776-1976
Kennedy Half Dollar +Kennedy
Half Dollar Reverse 2-1776-
1976 Washington Quarter +
Washington Quarter Reverse
2-1974 Roosevelt Dime + Roo-
sevelt Dime Reverse 1- 1945
War Nickel, Jefferson Nickel
Reverse 1-1943 Steel Cent,
1974 Lincoln Cent, Memorial
Reverse 1-1944 Wartime Cent,
Wheat line Reverse 4 Stamps -
USA 13 cents commemorating
July 4, 1776 One Two dollar bill
reverse One Silver Certificate
One dollar bill series 1935 D
017684658955

Current UMC Books for sale
$55.00 Introduction to Psycholo-
gy - Course# PSYC 100 -
Psychology Tenth Edition David
G. Myers - International Edition
ISBN#978-1-4292-9990-9 willia
m.e.rowan70@googlemail.com

Current UMUC Books for sale
$70.00 Environmental Science
Course# BIOL 211 - Visualizing
Environmental Science Hassen-
zahl Hager and Berg Fourth
Edition ISBN#978-1-118-16983
-4 william.e.rowan70@googlem
ail.com

Books 250

Ford, Mustang Shelby, GT-500,
2D Coupe, 2012 $48500.00
Authentic Mustang Shelby -
registered and Shelby certified;
loaded with options (call for
details); garaged under it's own
custom made Shelby car cover,
excellent-showroom running
condition and only driven in
perfect weather and has a
perfect maintnance record - only
the best! If seriously interest,
please call for more information.
+49-151-15381559
backj_130996@yahoo.com

Mercedes Benz, ML350 Blue-
Tec, 2014 $69000.00 Diamond
White Metallic Tinted Windows,
7 Speed Automatic with Paddle
Shifters, Grey Leather & Heated
& Cooled Seats, Heated Rear
Seats, Heated Cooled Cup
Holders; European Navigation,
Bluetooth, iPhone, iPod & USB
connector Panorama Sunroof &
Heated Steering Wheel & AMG
Sports Package with 20" AMG
Wheels & Keyless Go Multi-
color Ambient Lighting, Bi-
Xenon Active Curve Assist
Lighting, Park Assist, Surround
View Camera, Distronic Plus
Cruise Control, Trailer hitch,
transferable US 4yr, 50,000 mile
warranty. 01752516957

Current UMUC Books for sale
$70.00 College Mathematics -
Course# Math 103 - Thinking
mathematically Robert Blitzer
International Edition - Interna-
tional Edition - Fifth Edition
I S B N # 9 7 8 - 0 - 3 2 1 - 6 9 2 3 5 - 1
comes with StudentâÄ™s Solu-
tion Manual - Fifth Edition
I S B N # 9 7 8 - 0 - 3 2 1 - 6 4 6 3 7 - 8
w i l l i a m . e . r o w a n 7 0
googlemail.com

50th Anniversary 2014 Hess
Truck $150.00 Mint condition in
original package. Includes repli-
ca of original 1964 oil tanker
inside truck. A must have for
discerning collectors. 49 6374
3149
dennis.spider.hanley3@google
mail.com

Harley Davidson, Heritage Sof-
tail Clasic, 1996, garage kept,
low milage. $11000 or best
offer. 0162-251-9651 andy.jaco
bs@us.army.mil

40GB LG MPEG4 Media Player,
LMG-100 $20.00 Price is in
Euros. For more details, please
call or email. 01714821503
katinafinley1@googlemail.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Automotive 140 Motorcycles 164 Home Electronics 570Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Announcements 040 Books 250 Collectibles 350
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College football

Bowl schedule
Saturday, Dec. 20
New Orleans Bowl

Louisiana-Lafayette 16, Nevada 3
New Mexico Bowl
At Albuquerque

Utah State 21, UTEP 6
Las Vegas Bowl

Utah 45, Colorado State 10
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl

At Boise
Air Force 38, Western Michigan 24

Camelia Bowl
At Montgomery, Ala.

Bowling Green 33, South Alabama 28
Monday, Dec. 22

Miami Beach Bowl
Memphis 55, BYU 48, 2OT

Tuesday, Dec. 23
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl

Marshall 52, Northern Illinois 23
Poinsettia Bowl

At San Diego
Navy 17, San Diego State 16

Wednesday, Dec. 24
Bahamas Bowl

At Nassau
Western Kentucky 49, Central Michi-

gan 48
Hawaii Bowl
At Honolulu

Rice 30, Fresno State 6
Friday, Dec. 26

Heart of Dallas Bowl
Louisiana Tech 35, Illinois 18

Quick Lane Bowl
At Detroit

Rutgers 40, North Carolina 21
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl

N.C. State 34, UCF 27
Saturday, Dec. 27

Military Bowl
At Annapolis, Md.

Virginia Tech 33, Cincinnati 17
Sun Bowl

At El Paso, Texas
Arizona State 36, Duke 31

Independence Bowl
At Shreveport, La.

South Carolina 24, Miami 21
Pinstripe Bowl
At Bronx, N.Y.

Penn State 31, Boston College 30, OT
Holiday Bowl
At San Diego

Southern Cal 45, Nebraska 42
Monday, Dec. 29

Liberty Bowl
At Memphis, Tenn.

Texas A&M 45, West Virginia 37
Russell Athletic Bowl

At Orlando, Fla.
Clemson 40, Oklahoma 6

Texas Bowl
At Houston

Arkansas 31, Texas 7
Tuesday, Dec. 30
Music City Bowl

At Nashville, Tenn.
Notre Dame 31, LSU 28

Belk Bowl
At Charlotte, N.C.

Georgia 37, Louisville 14
Fosters Farm Bowl

At Santa Clara, Calif.
Stanford 45, Maryland 21

Wednesday, Dec. 31
Peach Bowl
At Atlanta

TCU 42, Mississippi 3
Fiesta Bowl

At Glendale, Ariz.
Boise State 38, Arizona 30

Orange Bowl
At Miami Gardens, Fla.

Georgia Tech 49, Mississippi State 34
Thursday, Jan. 1

Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.

Wisconsin 34, Auburn 31, OT
Cotton Bowl Classic
At Arlington, Texas

Michigan State 42, Baylor 41
Citrus Bowl

At Orlando, Fla.
Missouri 33, Minnesota 17

Rose Bowl
At Pasadena, Calif.

Playoff semifinal: Oregon 59, Florida 
State 20

Sugar Bowl
At New Orleans

Playoff semifinal: Ohio State 42, Ala-
bama 35

Friday, Jan. 2
Armed Forces Bowl

At Fort Worth, Texas
Houston 35, Pittsburgh 34

TaxSlayer Bowl
At Jacksonville, Fla.

Tennessee 45, Iowa 28
Alamo Bowl

At San Antonio
UCLA 40, Kansas State 35

Cactus Bowl
At Tempe, Ariz.

Oklahoma State 30, Washington 22
Saturday, Jan. 3

Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl
Florida 28, East Carolina 20

Sunday, Jan. 4
GoDaddy Bowl
At Mobile, Ala.

Toledo 63, Arkansas State 44
Saturday, Jan. 10

Medal of Honor Bowl
At Charleston, S.C.

American vs. National
Monday, Jan. 12

College Football Championship
At Arlington, Texas

Ohio State (13-1) vs. Oregon (13-1)
Saturday, Jan. 17

East-West Shrine Classic
At St. Petersburg, Fla.

East vs. West
NFLPA Collegiate Bowl

At Carson, Calif.
National vs. American

Saturday, Jan. 24
Senior Bowl

At Mobile, Ala.
North vs. South

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs

Saturday, Jan. 3
Carolina 27, Arizona 16
Baltimore 30, Pittsburgh 17

Sunday, Jan. 4
Indianapolis 26, Cincinnati 10
Dallas 24, Detroit 20

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 10

Baltimore at New England

Carolina at Seattle
Sunday, Jan. 11

Dallas at Green Bay
Indianapolis at Denver

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 18

NFC
AFC

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 1

At Glendale, Arizona
AFC champion vs. NFC champion

College basketball

Deals

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Announced 

the retirement of vice president of 
baseball operations/assistant general 
manager Dean Taylor, who will continue 
as a consultant to baseball operations. 
Promoted J.J. Picollo to vice president/
assistant general manager of player 
personnel; Rene Francisco to vice presi-
dent/assistant general manager of ma-
jor league; international operations and 
Scott Sharp to assistant general man-
ager/baseball operations; Jin Wong to 
assistant general manager/baseball 
administration; Chino Cadahia to senior 
coordinator/player development; Kyle 
Vena to director baseball administra-
tion; Mike Groopman to director baseball 
operations/analytics; and John Williams 
to director baseball analytics/player 
personnel. Named Ronnie Richardson 
director minor league operations, Dan-
iel Mack director baseball analytics/re-
search science, Chris Getz baseball op-
erations assistant/player development, 
Phillip Stringer baseball operations 
assistant and Nick Relic minor league 
video coordinator.

TEXAS RANGERS — Agreed to terms 
with INF Adam Rosales on a one-year 
contract. Signed RHP Juan Carlos Oviedo 
to a minor league contract.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Agreed 

to terms with INF Cliff Pennington on a 
one-year contract.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Agreed to 
terms with C Nick Hundley a two-year 
contract. Designated RHP Chris Martin 
for assignment.

NEW YORK METS — Agreed to terms 
with RHP Buddy Carlyle on a minor 
league contract.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Agreed to 
terms with RHP Aaron Harang on a one-
year contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS — Traded G 
Dion Waiters to Oklahoma City for a pro-
tected 2015 first-round draft pick. Traded 
F Lou Amundson and C Alex Kirk and a 
2019 second-round draft pick to the 
N.Y. Knicks for Gs J.R. Smith and Iman 
Shumpert.

NEW YORK KNICKS — Acquired F Lance 
Thomas from Oklahoma City. Waived C 
Samuel Dalembert.
Women’s National Basketball Association

LOS ANGELES SPARKS — Named Brian 
Agler coach.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Signed RB 
Zach Bauman, TE Ted Bolser, G John 
Fullington, WR Travis Harvey, CB Jimmy 
Legree, OT Kelvin Palmer, WR Ryan Spa-
dola, CB Ross Weaver and CB Darren Wo-
odard to future contracts.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed DT 
Chigbo Anunoby, DE Leon Mackey and CB 
DeMarcus Van Dyke to future contracts.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed TE 
Rob Blanchflower, CB Kevin Fogg, WR C.J. 
Goodwin, DE Ethan Hemer, LB Howard 
Jones, DL Joe Kruger and OL Alejandro 
Villanueva to future contracts.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Signed DT 
Landon Cohen.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Signed 
S M.D. Jennings, TE Taylor Sloat and P 
Chase Tenpenny.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed TE Dorin 
Dickerson to a futures contract.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DETROIT RED WINGS — Reassigned D 
Richard Nedomlel from Toledo (ECHL) to 
Grand Rapids (AHL).

MINNESOTA WILD — Reassigned F Ty-
ler Graovac to Iowa (AHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Reassigned 
F Miikka Salomaki to Milwaukee (AHL).

WINNIPEG JETS — Recalled D Keaton 
Ellerby from St. John’s (AHL). Placed F 
Evander Kane on injured reserve, retro-
active to Dec. 28.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

MLS — Signed MF Fatai Alashe, MF 
Nick Besler, D Boyd Okwuonu, D Otis Ear-
le, D Ramon Martin Del Campo, MF Dan 
Metzger, F Khiry Shelton and MF-D Andy 
Thoma.

COLUMBUS CREW — Signed F Federico 
Higuain to a designated player contract.

NEW YORK CITY FC — Signed D Andres 
Mendoza.

COLLEGE
ARKANSAS — Re-signed defensive co-

ordinator Robb Smith.
AUBURN — Fired co-defensive coordi-

nator Charlie Harbison.
COLGATE — Announced the resigna-

tion of men’s assistant ice hockey coach 
Jason Lefevre.

 KENTUCKY — Agreed to terms with 
tight ends coach and recruiting coordi-
nator Vince Marrow on a contract exten-
sion through June 2018. 

College hockey

NCAA Division I poll
MINNEAPOLIS — The top 20 teams in 

the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren-
theses, records through Jan. 4 and previ-
ous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. North Dakota (13) 13-4-2 933 2
 2. Boston U. (18) 11-3-3 915 1
 3. Harvard (15) 10-1-2 897 4
 4. Minn. State-Mankato (1) 14-4-1 870 3
 5. Miami (Ohio) 14-6-0 752 6
 6. Mass.-Lowell 14-3-3 747 9
 7. Minn.-Duluth (3) 12-6-0 702 7
 8. Michigan Tech 15-5-0 641 5
 9. Minnesota 10-5-1 554 8
10. Denver 11-5-1 514 11
11. Bowling Green 12-3-3 452 13
12. Vermont 14-5-1 448 10
13. Nebraska-Omaha 12-5-3 442 12
14. Providence 13-6-1 371 16
15. Quinnipiac 13-6-1 304 14
16. Boston College 11-7-1 274 15
17. Colgate 11-6-1 212 17
18. Merrimack 11-6-2 183 18
19. Yale 8-3-2 155 NR
20. Robert Morris 12-4-4 55 19

Others receiving votes: Union 35, 
Michigan 15, Alaska 9, Dartmouth 8, Penn 
State 6, Holy Cross 4, Northern Michigan 
1, Notre Dame 1.

AP Men’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 4, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking:
 Record Pts Prv
 1. Kentucky (64) 13-0 1,600 1
 2. Duke 13-0 1,535 2
 3. Virginia 13-0 1,446 3
 4. Wisconsin 14-1 1,397 4
 5. Louisville 13-1 1,322 5
 6. Gonzaga 14-1 1,275 7
 7. Arizona 13-1 1,260 8
 8. Villanova 13-1 1,089 6
 9. Utah 12-2 1,059 10
10. Texas 12-2 976 11
11. Maryland 14-1 966 12
12. Kansas 11-2 884 13
13. Notre Dame 14-1 775 14
14. West Virginia 13-1 712 17
15. Wichita St. 12-2 686 16
16. Oklahoma 10-3 674 18
17. Iowa St. 10-2 663 9
18. North Carolina 11-3 591 19
19. Seton Hall 12-2 448 —
20. VCU 11-3 311 —
21. Baylor 11-2 186 22
22. Ohio St. 12-3 184 20
23. Arkansas 11-2 103 —
24. St. John’s 11-3 92 15
25. Old Dominion 12-1 80 —

Others receiving votes: N. Iowa 72, 
Iowa 63, Butler 53, LSU 50, George Wash-
ington 39, TCU 33, Temple 33, Colorado 
St. 31, Stanford 29, South Carolina 16, 
Washington 13, Wyoming 11, Indiana 9, 
Oklahoma St. 9, Georgetown 7, Cincinna-
ti 6, Dayton 5, BYU 3, Xavier 2, Davidson 
1, Hofstra 1.

USA Today Men’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in the USA Today 

men’s college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 4, points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and previous rank-
ing:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Kentucky (31) 13-0 799 1
 2. Duke (1) 13-0 768 2
 3. Virginia 13-0 727 3
 4. Wisconsin 14-1 703 4
 5. Louisville 13-1 649 6
 6. Arizona 13-1 634 7
 7. Gonzaga 14-1 628 8
 8. Villanova 13-1 546 5
 9. Maryland 14-1 497 11
10. Texas 12-2 478 10
11. Utah 12-2 470 12
12. Notre Dame 14-1 441 13
13. Kansas 11-2 420 14
14. West Virginia 13-1 381 15
15. Wichita State 12-2 320 16
16. Iowa State 10-2 317 9
17. North Carolina 11-3 297 20
18. Oklahoma 9-3 279 21
19. Seton Hall 12-2 172 —
20. Ohio State 12-3 142 18
21. VCU 11-3 135 —
22. Baylor 11-2 105 22
23. Northern Iowa 12-2 60 23
24. St. John’s 11-3 55 17
25. Arkansas 11-2 50 —

Others receiving votes: Colorado 
State 35, Georgetown 35, Old Dominion 
33, Washington 32, Oklahoma State 27, 
Indiana 20, Stanford 20, San Diego State 
18, TCU 18, Butler 16, Iowa 14, LSU 12, 
South Carolina 12, George Washington 
9, Cincinnati 7, Georgia 4, California 3, 
Dayton 3, Minnesota 3, Temple 2, BYU 1, 
Oregon 1, Saint Mary’s 1, Wyoming 1.

Monday’s men’s scores
EAST

Brown 58, Mass.-Lowell 49
Fairleigh Dickinson 75, LIU Brooklyn 

69
Harvard 84, St. Rose 38
Hofstra 71, Delaware 58
Rider 62, Fairfield 46
Sacred Heart 75, CCSU 66
St. Francis (NY) 63, Bryant 47
St. Francis (Pa.) 66, Robert Morris 59
Towson 57, Elon 53

UNC Wilmington 75, Northeastern 68
Wagner 85, Mount St. Mary’s 83, 2OT
William & Mary 73, Drexel 47

SOUTH
Alabama A&M 67, Grambling St. 46
Alabama St. 72, Jackson St. 52
Alcorn St. 68, Prairie View 62
Berea 70, Johnson 54
Bethune-Cookman 97, Trinity Baptist 

71
Bowie St. 77, Winston-Salem 71
Charleston Southern 74, Campbell 71
Chowan 76, St. Augustine’s 47
Delaware St. 90, Cheyney 68
ETSU 76, Samford 74
Fayetteville St. 75, Elizabeth City St. 

54
GRU Augusta 76, Francis Marion 74
Houston Baptist 68, McNeese St. 56
James Madison 61, Coll. of Charleston 

50
Johnson C. Smith 72, Virginia Union 68
Kentucky St. 73, Fort Valley St. 71, OT
Lipscomb 90, Rhodes 53
Louisiana-Lafayette 80, Appalachian 

St. 64
Louisiana-Monroe 70, Arkansas St. 61
Martin Methodist 85, Lindsey Wilson 

74
Mercer 85, VMI 75
Montevallo 71, Clayton St. 56
Morehouse 59, Spring Hill 38
New Orleans 72, Lamar 67
Notre Dame 71, North Carolina 70
S. Virginia 71, Bridgewater (Va.) 68
Talladega 93, Xavier (NO) 78
Texas Southern 59, Southern U. 58
Texas St. 77, Georgia St. 74, 2OT
The Citadel 85, UNC Greensboro 83, 

OT
Troy 71, Texas-Arlington 66
W. Carolina 72, Furman 53
West Alabama 71, Lee 55
Wofford 68, Chattanooga 64

MIDWEST
Concordia (Moor.) 58, Macalester 50
Edgewood 65, Marian (Wis.) 53
Green Bay 79, Wright St. 55
Iowa 70, Nebraska 59
Michigan St. 70, Indiana 50
Siena Heights 70, Adrian 47
St. Mary’s (Minn.) 81, Crown (Minn.) 

66
St. Scholastica 66, Finlandia 62

SOUTHWEST
Concordia-Austin 83, LeTourneau 71
Oklahoma 70, Texas 49
Sam Houston St. 75, Northwestern St. 

64
South Alabama 72, UALR 69
Stephen F. Austin 81, SE Louisiana 66
West Virginia 78, Texas Tech 67

FAR WEST
UC Santa Barbara 63, Florida Gulf 

Coast 50 

AP Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Jan. 4, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking:
 Record Pts Prv
 1. South Carolina (24) 14-0 864 1
 2. UConn (7) 12-1 836 2
 3. Texas (4) 12-0 815 3
 4. Notre Dame 14-1 766 4
 5. Baylor 12-1 709 6
 6. Louisville 14-1 666 7
 7. Tennessee 11-2 652 8
 8. North Carolina 14-1 613 9
 9. Texas A&M 14-2 595 5
10. Kentucky 13-2 546 11
11. Oregon St. 11-1 509 13
12. Maryland 11-2 499 14
13. Duke 10-4 489 10
14. Mississippi St. 17-0 431 17
15. Stanford 9-4 405 15
16. Oklahoma St. 10-2 289 18
17. Iowa 11-2 274 20
18. Arizona St. 12-1 255 22
19. Nebraska 10-3 217 12
20. Georgia 13-2 204 19
21. Syracuse 10-4 124 21
22. Princeton 15-0 107 —
23. Minnesota 14-1 100 —
24. Rutgers 10-4 94 16
25. W. Kentucky 12-2 40 —

Others receiving votes: Washington 

39, St. John’s 38, Chattanooga 33, Florida
St. 32, Washington St. 18, California 17, 
Seton Hall 17, Ohio St. 15, Northwestern 
12, Green Bay 11, DePaul 10, Long Beach 
St. 10, South Florida 9, West Virginia 5,
George Washington 3, James Madison 3, 
Arkansas 2, Texas Tech 2.

USA Today Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in the USA Today

women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 29, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. South Carolina (25) 12-0 793 1
 2. UConn (6) 10-1 771 2
 3. Texas (1) 10-0 735 3
 4. Notre Dame 12-1 709 4
 5. Baylor 11-1 643 6
 6. Louisville 12-1 611 7
 7. North Carolina 11-1 577 8
 8. Texas A&M 11-2 549 5
 9. Tennessee 10-2 539 11
10. Maryland 10-2 538 9
11. Kentucky 11-2 464 13
12. Duke 8-4 419 10
13. Oregon State 10-1 410 12
14. Oklahoma State 10-1 351 17
15. Stanford 8-4 348 15
16. Nebraska 10-2 315 14
17. Rutgers 10-2 299 18
18. Mississippi State 15-0 269 19
19. Georgia 12-1 217 16
20. Iowa 10-2 180 20
21. West Virginia 10-2 136 21
22. Syracuse 9-3 86 23
23. Washington 11-1 68 —
24. DePaul 9-4 65 25
25. Northwestern 11-1 54 —

Others receiving votes: Arizona State
43, Seton Hall 43, Florida State 38, Princ-
eton 35, Michigan State 20, St. John’s 18, 
South Florida 17, California 16, James 
Madison 15, George Washington 4, Day-
ton 3, Tulane 1, Western Kentucky 1.

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

Bryant 65, St. Francis (NY) 53
CCSU 62, Sacred Heart 49
LIU Brooklyn 81, Fairleigh Dickinson

71
Mount St. Mary’s 60, Wagner 58
Penn 52, Temple 50
Roberts Wesleyan 66, Post (Conn.) 51
St. Francis (Pa.) 71, Robert Morris 68

SOUTH
Alcorn St. 68, Prairie View 46
Chowan 82, St. Augustine’s 66
Clayton St. 72, Montevallo 46
Elizabeth City St. 59, Fayetteville St.

49
Emory 73, Rhodes 61
Francis Marion 75, GRU Augusta 73, OT
Gardner-Webb 79, Winthrop 65
High Point 79, Campbell 59
Johnson C. Smith 70, Virginia Union 68
Kentucky St. 67, Fort Valley St. 61
Kentucky Wesleyan 84, Ursuline 57
Lamar 64, New Orleans 54
Lee 58, West Alabama 55
Liberty 59, Presbyterian 42
Lipscomb 95, Trevecca Nazarene 71
McNeese St. 60, Houston Baptist 57
Princeton 75, Hampton 63
Radford 53, Charleston Southern 51
Tennessee 57, Vanderbilt 49
Texas Southern 62, Southern U. 48
Xavier (NO) 67, Talladega 60

MIDWEST
Carleton 70, Crown (Minn.) 55
Cleveland St. 77, Bluefield St. 74
Concordia (Moor.) 73, Macalester 56
St. Scholastica 71, Finlandia 60

SOUTHWEST
Concordia-Austin 53, LeTourneau 47
Northwestern St. 66, Sam Houston St.

57
Stephen F. Austin 78, SE Louisiana 71,

OT
FAR WEST

Arizona St. 78, Washington St. 64
California 75, Colorado 59
Oregon 62, UCLA 46
Oregon St. 76, Southern Cal 66
Stanford 55, Utah 44
Washington 79, Arizona 69

AP sportlight
Jan. 7

1920 — Joe Malone of Quebec scores 
two goals to become the NHL’s career 
leader with 59 and leads the Bulldogs to 
a 4-3 victory over the Toronto Arenas.

1925 — Harry Broadbent of the Mon-
treal Maroons scores five goals in a 6-2 
triumph over Hamilton.

1972 — The Los Angeles Lakers defeat 
the Atlanta Hawks 134-90 for their 33rd 
straight victory, an NBA record.

1979 — The Pittsburgh Steelers win 
their third AFC championship by beating 
the Houston Oilers 34-5 in a cold, steady 
rain at Three Rivers Stadium.

1981 — Marcel Dionne of the Los An-
geles Kings scores his 1,000th point with 
a goal in a 5-3 triumph over the Hartford 
Whalers.

  1997 — Rutgers-Camden snaps its 
NCAA-record 117-game losing streak
with a 77-72 victory over Bloomfield Col-
lege. The Division III Pioneers were win-
less since beating Ramapo 74-73 on Jan.
18, 1992.

2003 — Kobe Bryant makes an NBA-
record 12 shots from three-point range,
including nine straight, in scoring 45 
points as the Los Angeles Lakers beat 
the Seattle SuperSonics 119-98. 
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NHL/COLLEGE FOOTBALL
NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Montreal 39 26 11 2 54 108 89
Tampa Bay 41 25 12 4 54 134 108
Detroit 39 20 10 9 49 109 99
Toronto 40 21 16 3 45 130 122
Boston 40 19 15 6 44 104 108
Florida 37 17 11 9 43 87 97
Ottawa 38 16 15 7 39 102 105
Buffalo 40 14 23 3 31 77 136

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 39 24 10 5 53 118 94
N.Y. Islanders 39 26 12 1 53 121 109
Washington 38 20 11 7 47 112 99
N.Y. Rangers 36 21 11 4 46 113 90
Columbus 37 17 17 3 37 96 119
Philadelphia 39 14 18 7 35 106 120
New Jersey 41 14 20 7 35 90 117
Carolina 39 12 23 4 28 77 102

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 38 25 9 4 54 116 88
Chicago 39 26 11 2 54 124 85
St. Louis 39 23 13 3 49 118 99
Winnipeg 40 20 13 7 47 103 96
Dallas 38 18 14 6 42 119 124
Minnesota 37 18 15 4 40 104 106
Colorado 39 15 16 8 38 101 117

Pacific Division
Anaheim 41 26 9 6 58 115 110
Vancouver 37 22 12 3 47 109 98
San Jose 40 21 14 5 47 109 105
Los Angeles 40 19 12 9 47 112 103
Calgary 40 21 16 3 45 115 105
Arizona 38 15 19 4 34 92 124
Edmonton 40 9 22 9 27 88 135

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

Sunday’s games
Carolina 2, Boston 1, SO
Anaheim 4, Nashville 3, SO
Washington 4, Florida 3
Tampa Bay 4, Ottawa 2
Chicago 5, Dallas 4, OT
Columbus 4, Colorado 3
Edmonton 5, N.Y. Islanders 2

Monday’s games
San Jose 3, Winnipeg 2

Tuesday’s games
Buffalo at New Jersey
Ottawa at Philadelphia
Tampa Bay at Montreal
Carolina at Nashville
San Jose at Minnesota
Colorado at Chicago
Columbus at Dallas
St. Louis at Arizona
Detroit at Edmonton
N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver

Wednesday’s games
Washington at Toronto
Boston at Pittsburgh
Detroit at Calgary
N.Y. Rangers at Anaheim

Monday
Sharks 3, Jets 2

San Jose 1 1 1—3
Winnipeg 1 0 1—2

First Period—1, San Jose, Burns 11 
(Marleau, Couture), 2:53 (pp). 2, Winni-
peg, Ladd 15 (Little, Wheeler), 9:17 (pp).

Second Period—3, San Jose, Karlsson 
3 (Pavelski, Burns), 4:15.

Third Period—4, Winnipeg, Harrison 
2 (Lowry, Frolik), 4:03 (pp). 5, San Jose, 
Vlasic 5 (Couture, Pavelski), 19:55.

Shots on Goal—San Jose 13-12-12—37. 
Winnipeg 4-9-6—19.

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 1 
of 7; Winnipeg 2 of 3.

Goalies—San Jose, Niemi 16-9-4 (19 
shots-17 saves). Winnipeg, Hutchinson 
10-4-2 (37-34).

A—15,016 (15,004). T—2:31.

Calendar
Jan. 22-26 — All-Star break. 

Sharks
prevail
in final
seconds

The Associated Press

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — 
Marc-Edouard Vlasic needed 
only 3 seconds to give the San 
Jose Sharks a win over the Win-
nipeg Jets in a game that seemed 
destined for overtime.

With 8 seconds remaining in 
the third period of a tied game, 
Joe Pavelski won an offensive 
zone faceoff to Logan Couture, 
who set up Vlasic for the decisive 
goal with 4.5 seconds to go that 
gave the Sharks a 3-2 victory on 
Monday night.

The shot got past Jets goalie 
Michael Hutchinson just in time.

“To finish it off before overtime 
is big. It worked out for us,” said 
Vlasic, whose goal denied at least 
one point to a team the Sharks are 
battling for playoff positioning. 
“We won the draw, and Couture 
made a nice pass.

“There was a little bit of room, 
and I was able to pick a little spot 
up there.”

Brent Burns and Melker Karls-
son also scored for the Sharks. 
Andrew Ladd and Jay Harrison 
had goals for Winnipeg in the 
only NHL game on Monday.

Harrison’s shot from the high 
slot on the power play got through 
Sharks goalie Antti Niemi’s pads 
at 4:03 of the third period to tie it 
2-2.

“We were hanging around long 
enough to give ourselves a chance 
of winning the game, and those 
are stingers, ones you lose at the 
end like that,” Harrison said.

The teams entered the night 
holding both of the Western Con-
ference’s wild-card playoff spots. 
The Sharks (21-14-5) moved into 
a tie with Vancouver and Los 
Angeles for second in the Pacific 
Division. 

TREVOR HAGAN, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

San Jose’s Marc-Edouard Vlasic, left, celebrates with Joe Pavelski 
after Vlasic scored the game-winner against Winnipeg with 4.5 
seconds remaining in Monday’s game in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

BY ANNE M. PETERSON

The Associated Press

EUGENE, Ore.

When the Oregon 
Ducks look back at 
their lone loss of the 
season, sure there’s 

lingering disappointment, but not 
a lot of second-guessing.

Instead, some players have 
pointed to the Arizona loss as 
the turning point of their season, 
when they woke up and revived 
for their march to the national 
championship game.

“I think we learned a lot in 
terms of having that loss early in 
the year and kind of experiencing 
failure a little bit,” quarterback 
Marcus Mariota said a few games 
afterward. “Now that we have had 
our backs against the wall, guys 
feel the need to fight, play loose 
and play with high intensity.”

Lesson learned, Oregon will 
play for the national title next 
Monday night against Ohio State 
in Arlington, Texas. The second-
seeded Ducks (13-1) defeated 
Florida State in college football’s 
first playoffs to advance, while 
the fourth-seeded Buckeyes (13-
1) upset Alabama.

Back in early October, Oregon 
was undefeated and ranked sec-
ond in The Associated Press poll. 
The Ducks were boosted by a 
key victory earlier in the season 
over Michigan State and look-
ing to avoid the pitfalls that had 
thwarted them the season before, 
when late-season losses against 
Arizona and Stanford took them 
out of a BCS bowl game for the 
first time since 2008.

The Wildcats were also un-
defeated, but unranked and 24-

point underdogs. And the game 
was at Autzen Stadium, where the 
Ducks hadn’t lost since 2012.

Oregon led 7-3 at halftime be-
fore Arizona freshman Nick Wil-
son ran for a pair of touchdowns 
and caught another to build a 24-
14 lead heading into the fourth 
quarter. The Ducks rallied with 
a field goal and Mariota’s touch-
down pass to Keanon Lowe to tie 

the game with 8:21 left.
With Arizona driving down-

field, Tony Washington was
called for unsportsmanlike con-
duct to give the Wildcats a first
down. Then a pass interference
call paved the way for Terris
Jones-Grigsby’s go-ahead 1-yard
touchdown.

On Oregon’s ensuing series, 
Mariota was sacked and stripped
of the ball by Scooby Wright, giv-
ing the Wildcats the 31-24 win.

Afterward, senior cornerback
Ifo Ekpre-Olomu, who decided to
stay at Oregon for a final year in 
part to give a national champion-
ship one more shot, was the voice 
of reason.

“Every loss is a test of our char-
acter to see how we respond. Not
every team in college football is 
going to go undefeated so every-
one has to learn from their losses
and get better,” he said.

  On Monday, the Ducks held a
media day back home in Eugene,
where they’ll practice before
heading to the Dallas area on
Friday in preparation for the title
game.

Coach Mark Helfrich was
asked about the Arizona loss, and 
how the Ducks overcame that dis-
appointment. He chalked it up to
the process.

“We believe very much in what
we’re doing. Our guys believe
very much in what we’re doing
and how we’re doing it,” Helfrich 
said. “There’s always — from the
media’s perspective or the fans’
perspective — second-guessing.
In our world that’s evaluation.

“You go back and evaluate why
something happened. And you fix
it.”

LENNY IGNELZI/AP

Oregon quarterback Marcus Mariota didn’t panic when the Ducks suffered their only loss this season, 
31-24 to Arizona. Instead, Oregon refocused and is now one victory from a national championship.

Ducks learned valuable
lesson from only defeat

LENNY IGNELZI/AP

Mark Helfrich has Oregon in the 
national title game in only his 
second season as head coach.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Baffled. Embar-
rassed. Panic.

Texas coach Rick Barnes and his players 
searched Monday night for the right words 
to describe a humiliating rout at the hands 
of rival No. 16 Oklahoma. All will explain 
part of what happened in a 70-49 loss. 
None will sit well in figuring out where the 
No. 10 Longhorns go from here.

Buddy Hield scored 13 points, four 
other Sooners scored in double figures, 
and Oklahoma forced Texas into a school-
record low for points in a half in a Big 12 
game. Oklahoma led 33-14 at halftime and 
the game was effectively over.

“That was embarrassing, they came in 
here and took us out of everything,” Texas 
forward Jonathan Holmes said. “Tonight 
was about toughness and having some 
pride ... They really punched us in the 
mouth.”

Barnes may have to nurse his team back 
into believing they can still challenge for 
the league title after a lethargic perfor-
mance and one of the worst home losses in 
a years.

“I don’t think we showed any kind of 
toughness. I don’t think we showed any 
kind of fight,” Barnes said.

Texas fans stuck around for a while hop-
ing for rally, but only a few thousand were 
left by the time the Sooners had put the 
finishing touches on humiliating the Long-
horns on their home court.

“We were just telling each other don’t let 
them come back. Stay focused, stay hum-
ble,” said Sooners forward TaShawn Thom-
as, who had 12 points and 11 rebounds.

Two years ago, the Sooners let Texas 
rally from 22 points down in the second 
half to win in overtime. That rally was 
sparked after an Oklahoma player flashed 
and upside-down “Hook’em Horns” hand 
sign after an emphatic dunk.

Oklahoma was much more methodical 
in putting away the Longhorns this year, 
giving them no chance at a comeback.

Oklahoma (11-3, 2-0) beat a top 10 team 
on the road for the first time since 1993 
and could get a huge confidence boost at 
the start of the Big 12 schedule. The Soon-
ers also tied their largest margin of victory 
over Texas on the road in the history of the 
rivalry, matching a 21-point win in 2001.

“We haven’t been playing well for the 
past couple weeks,” Texas guard Demar-
cus Holland said. “We have to start figur-
ing out who we are, get back to the basic of 
how we started: playing defense and out-
rebounding teams.”

 No. 13 Notre Dame 71, No. 18 North 
Carolina 70: Zach Auguste scored off a 
rebound with 1:07 left to help the visiting  
Irish hold off the Tar Heels.

Auguste got the lead back for Notre 
Dame (15-1, 3-0 Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence), which had led by 11 points in the 
second half only to see the Tar Heels (11-4, 
1-1) briefly push ahead. Then Notre Dame 
survived two shots by preseason All-Amer-
ican Marcus Paige in the final seconds, 
the last a desperate three-point heave that 
wasn’t close as the horn sounded.

Now Notre Dame is 3-0 in league play for 
the first time — Big East or ACC — and off 
to its best start in 15 seasons under Mike 
Brey.

 No. 14 West Virginia 78, Texas Tech
67: Juwan Staten scored 16 points and 
Devin Williams added 14 to lead West Vir-
ginia past host Texas Tech.

Staten scored all but three of his points 
in the second half. The Mountaineers (14-
1, 2-0 Big 12) dominated inside, getting 36
points in the paint to 18 for the Red Raid-
ers (10-5, 0-2).

Michigan State 70, Indiana 50: Denzel
Valentine and Branden Dawson bounced 
back after subpar games and helped host 
Michigan State explode past Indiana.

Valentine scored 15 points, 11 more than
in a double-overtime loss to Maryland last 
Tuesday, and Dawson added 14 points and
13 rebounds for the Spartans (10-5, 1-1 Big
Ten).

Michigan State raced to a 19-4 lead, 
went up 32-13 late in the first half and built 
a 30-point cushion with 13:13 to play. The 
Spartans were quicker at both ends of the
court and had a 50-28 edge on the boards.

 Iowa 70, Nebraska 59: Aaaron White 
had 23 points, Gabe Olaseni scored a ca-
reer-high 18 and host Iowa beat Nebraska
for its first 2-0 start in the Big Ten in 12
years.

Jarrod Uthoff had 15 for the Hawkeyes
(11-4, 2-0 Big Ten), who prevailed thanks
largely to a 31-13 edge on made free
throws.

Nebraska’s Shavon Shields led all scor-
ers with 25 points. But the Cornhuskers 
(8-6, 0-2) had just two points in the final
2:43, and Iowa held Cornhuskers star Ter-
ran Petteway to just 11 points.

Iowa holds the rare distinction of two
road wins over ranked opponents after
winning at Ohio State last week. 

BY AARON BEARD

The Associated Press

The Atlantic Coast Conference and Big 
12 are getting in some early marquee 
games that will impact their league title 
chases.

Each conference has a pair of games 
featuring two ranked teams this week. 
Those games highlight the week ahead for 
AP Top 25 squads as the league regular-
season play pushes into its second heavy 
weekend.

In the ACC, a week that began with No. 
13 Notre Dame’s win at No. 18 North Caro-
lina on Monday night will include a pair of 
big Saturday games.

Fifth-ranked Louisville (13-1, 1-0) trav-
els to No. 18 North Carolina (11-4, 1-1), 
then No. 3 Virginia (13-0, 1-0) visits No. 
13 Notre Dame (15-1, 3-0) that evening. As 
for the league’s other ranked team, second-
ranked Duke (13-0, 1-0) plays two road 
games against in-state opponents, first 
traveling to Wake Forest on Wednesday 
then to North Carolina State on Sunday.

The week could be particularly big for 
the Fighting Irish, who beat UNC 71-70 on 
Monday night to reach 3-0 in league play 
for the first time — Big East or ACC.

“I always said my goal was could we cre-
ate an identity in this league like we had 
in the Big East,” coach Mike Brey said. “I 
was very proud of our consistency. We’ve 
not yet done that in this league. We’re still 
earning our stripes every day.”

In the Big 12, No. 12 Kansas (11-2) plays 
its league opener at No. 21 Baylor (11-2, 0-
1) on Wednesday then No. 14 West Virginia 
(14-1, 2-0) hosts No. 17 Iowa State (10-2) in 
the Cyclones’ first Big 12 game Saturday.

Wildcats return: Kentucky (13-0) has 
had plenty of time to focus on improving in 
practice. Now the top-ranked Wildcats are 
returning to the court after a week off.

Kentucky, the unanimous No. 1 for the 
fifth straight week, hasn’t played since a 
58-50 win against Louisville on Dec. 27. 
The Wildcats open Southeastern Confer-
ence play at home against Mississippi on 
Tuesday night.

“We’ve had a little bit of a break here,” 
Kentucky coach John Calipari said, “and 
I’m anxious to see how we respond.”

Big East matchup: There’s one other 
meeting of ranked teams this week. 
Eighth-ranked Villanova (13-1, 1-1) faces 
No. 24 St. John’s (11-3, 0-2) in New York’s 
Madison Square Garden on Tuesday.

Both teams are looking to rebuild some 
momentum. Villanova suffered its first 
loss over the weekend to Seton Hall, which 
debuted in the poll at No. 19. St. John’s had 
the biggest slide of the week, down nine 
spots after losing to Seton Hall and then 
Butler.

Monarchs’ debut: No. 25 Old Domin-
ion (12-1, 1-0 Conference USA) is in the 
poll for the first time in program history. 
The Monarchs take the court as a ranked 
team for the first time on Thursday night 
against Marshall.

Following up: Oklahoma, ranked No. 
16, is coming off a dominating 70-49 win 
at No. 10 Texas on Monday night for the 
program’s first road win against a top-10 
team since 1993. The Sooners (11-3, 2-0) 
don’t play again until Saturday’s against 
Kansas State.

MICHAEL THOMAS/AP

Oklahoma guard Jordan Woodard, front, is tied up by Texas forward Jordan Barnett, back, during the second half on Monday in 
Austin, Texas. The No. 16 Sooners beat the No. 10 Longhorns 70-49.

Roundup

Sooners embarrass No. 10 Texas

ACC, Big 12
get 2 Top 25
matchups



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 26     F3HIJKLM Wednesday, January 7, 2015

Scoreboard

NBA

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 24 10 .706 —
Brooklyn 16 18 .471  8
Boston 11 21 .344 12
Philadelphia 5 28 .152 18½
New York 5 32 .135 20½

Southeast Division
Atlanta 26 8 .765 —
Washington 23 11 .676  3
Miami 15 20 .429 11½
Orlando 13 24 .351 14½
Charlotte 12 24 .333 15

Central Division
Chicago 25 10 .714 —
Cleveland 19 16 .543  6
Milwaukee 18 17 .514  7
Indiana 14 22 .389 11½
Detroit 10 23 .303 14

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 25 9 .735 —
Dallas 26 10 .722 —
Houston 23 11 .676  2
San Antonio 21 14 .600  4½
New Orleans 17 17 .500  8

Northwest Division
Portland 27 8 .771 —
Oklahoma City 17 18 .486 10
Denver 15 20 .429 12
Utah 12 23 .343 15
Minnesota 5 28 .152 21

Pacific Division
Golden State 27 5 .844 —
L.A. Clippers 23 12 .657  5½
Phoenix 20 16 .556  9
Sacramento 14 20 .412 14
L.A. Lakers 11 24 .314 17½

Sunday’s games
Dallas 109, Cleveland 90
Miami 88, Brooklyn 84
Detroit 114, Sacramento 95
Milwaukee 95, New York 82
Phoenix 125, Toronto 109
L.A. Lakers 88, Indiana 87

Monday’s games
Philadelphia 95, Cleveland 92
Charlotte 104, Boston 95
Dallas 96, Brooklyn 88, OT
Washington 92, New Orleans 85
Chicago 114, Houston 105
Memphis 105, New York 83
Denver 110, Minnesota 101
Indiana 105, Utah 101
Portland 98, L.A. Lakers 94
Atlanta 107, L.A. Clippers 98
Golden State 117, Oklahoma City 91

Tuesday’s games
Phoenix at Milwaukee
Detroit at San Antonio

Wednesday’s games
Milwaukee at Philadelphia
New York at Washington
New Orleans at Charlotte
Houston at Cleveland
Memphis at Atlanta
Boston at Brooklyn
Utah at Chicago
Detroit at Dallas
Orlando at Denver
Phoenix at Minnesota
Oklahoma City at Sacramento
Indiana at Golden State
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers 

 Monday
Warriors 117, Thunder 91
OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 3-16 7-

11 14, Ibaka 2-7 0-0 4, Adams 4-6 2-2 10,  
Westbrook 5-21 11-14 22, Roberson 2-5 
0-0 4, Jones 0-3 0-0 0,  Perkins 2-5 2-3 6, 
Morrow 6-11 4-4 17, Jackson 3-9 0-0 8,  
Smith 0-4 0-0 0, Jerrett 2-6 0-0 4, Lamb 1-5 
0-0 2. Totals 30-98 26-34 91.

GOLDEN STATE — Barnes 8-14 2-4 23, 
Green 4-10 0-4 11, Speights 1-8 4-6 6,  
Curry 7-14 4-4 19, Thompson 6-12 4-5 19, 
Lee 4-10 0-0 8,  Iguodala 3-7 1-1 8, Holiday 
4-6 2-4 12, Livingston 1-3 1-2 3,  Barbosa 
2-3 0-0 4, Kuzmic 1-1 2-2 4. Totals 41-88 
20-32 117.

Oklahoma City 25 20 20 26— 91
Golden State 34 31 19 33—117
Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 5-

28 (Jackson 2-4, Morrow 1-2, Durant  1-4, 
Westbrook 1-5, Perkins 0-1, Jerrett 0-2, Iba-
ka 0-2, Jones 0-2, Lamb  0-3, Roberson 0-3), 
Golden State 15-28 (Barnes 5-5, Thomp-
son 3-5, Green  3-7, Holiday 2-3, Iguodala 
1-4, Curry 1-4). Fouled Out—None.  Re-
bounds—Oklahoma City 67 (Morrow, Du-
rant 10), Golden State 68 (Green  13). As-
sists—Oklahoma City 19 (Westbrook 5), 
Golden State 27 (Iguodala,  Curry 6). Total 
Fouls—Oklahoma City 25, Golden State 
22.  Technicals—Golden State defensive 
three second. A—19,596 (19,596).  

 Pacers 105, Jazz 101
INDIANA — S.Hill 3-5 5-6 11, West 5-10 

0-0 10, Hibbert 8-13 6-6 22,  Watson 2-5 3-
4 9, Stuckey 4-7 4-4 13, Miles 4-12 2-2 13,  
Allen 1-8 4-4 6, Copeland 0-3 0-0 0, Sloan 
1-2 2-2 5, Scola 7-9 2-2 16. Totals 35-74 28-
30 105.

UTAH — Hayward 6-17 12-13 24, Favors 
10-16 7-10 27, Gobert 4-5 3-6 11,  Exum 5-
14 0-0 13, Ingles 4-10 0-0 8, Booker 5-8 1-1 
12,  Millsap 1-6 0-0 2, Clark 0-3 4-4 4, Ev-
ans 0-1 0-0 0, Novak 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 35-81 
27-34 101.

Indiana 31 22 21 31—105
Utah 16 23 23 39—101
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 7-13 (Miles 

3-7, Watson 2-3, Stuckey 1-1,  Sloan 1-1, 
S.Hill 0-1), Utah 4-23 (Exum 3-9, Booker 1-
2, Novak 0-1,  Millsap 0-1, Clark 0-1, Ingles 
0-4, Hayward 0-5). Fouled Out—Hibbert.  
Rebounds—Indiana 42 (Hibbert 8), Utah 
52 (Favors 11). Assists—Indiana 20  (West 
6), Utah 16 (Ingles 7). Total Fouls—Indi-
ana 24, Utah 24.  Technicals—Hibbert, 
Gobert. A—17,378 (19,911).  

Hawks 107, Clippers 98
ATLANTA — Carroll 6-8 2-6 17, Millsap 

8-16 6-7 23, Horford 7-15 2-2 16,  Teague 
6-13 5-6 20, Korver 3-7 0-0 9, Antic 3-5 5-8 
13,  Sefolosha 0-1 0-0 0, Schroder 3-9 0-
0 7, Scott 0-5 2-2 2,  Bazemore 0-1 0-2 0, 
Muscala 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 36-81 22-33 107.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 4-8 2-2 12, Grif-
fin 6-17 14-18 26, Jordan 7-7 1-4 15,  Paul 
4-9 2-2 10, Redick 5-9 3-3 14, Hawes 1-6 1-2 
3,  Crawford 3-9 2-2 10, Bullock 2-3 0-0 6, 
Farmar 0-5 0-0 0,  Douglas-Roberts 0-0 0-0 
0, Udoh 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 33-74 25-33 98.

Atlanta 21 23 33 30—107
L.A. Clippers 26 20 23 29— 98
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 13-27 (Car-

roll 3-4, Korver 3-6, Teague 3-6,  Antic 2-4, 
Millsap 1-2, Schroder 1-3, Scott 0-2), L.A. 
Clippers 7-25  (Bullock 2-3, Crawford 2-5, 
Barnes 2-5, Redick 1-4, Paul 0-2, Hawes 
0-3,  Farmar 0-3). Fouled Out—Paul. Re-
bounds—Atlanta 53 (Millsap, Carroll 8),  
L.A. Clippers 52 (Jordan 16). Assists—At-
lanta 25 (Teague 9), L.A.  Clippers 23 (Paul 
10). Total Fouls—Atlanta 23, L.A. Clippers 
25.  Technicals—Atlanta defensive three 
second. A—19,060 (19,060).  

 Trail Blazers 98, Lakers 94
L.A. LAKERS — Davis 2-7 0-0 4, Kelly 1-

6 0-0 2, Hill 10-15 3-4 23,  Price 5-11 0-0 
11, Ellington 5-12 1-1 13, Boozer 3-9 2-2 8,  
Young 3-13 4-4 11, Sacre 1-2 1-1 3, Lin 5-
10 4-6 14, Clarkson 2-3 1-2 5. Totals 37-88 
16-20 94.

PORTLAND — Batum 3-9 0-0 8, Aldridge 
8-20 4-4 21, Kaman 3-8 2-2 8,  Lillard 12-21 
11-13 39, Matthews 1-9 2-2 5, Crabbe 0-1 
0-0 0,  Blake 1-6 0-0 2, Robinson 0-1 1-2 1, 
McCollum 1-3 0-0 2,  Leonard 4-5 1-1 12. 
Totals 33-83 21-24 98.

L.A. Lakers 23 22 28 21—94
Portland 24 23 23 28—98
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 4-14 

(Ellington 2-3, Price 1-2, Young 1-4,  Lin 
0-2, Kelly 0-3), Portland 11-26 (Lillard 4-
8, Leonard 3-4, Batum  2-5, Aldridge 1-1, 
Matthews 1-6, Blake 0-2). Fouled Out—
None.  Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 58 (Hill 14), 
Portland 50 (Leonard 12).  Assists—L.A. 
Lakers 20 (Price 8), Portland 18 (Lillard 5). 
Total  Fouls—L.A. Lakers 20, Portland 12. 
Technicals—Lillard. A—19,827  (19,980).  

 Bulls 114, Rockets 105
HOUSTON — Ariza 3-11 0-0 7, Motie-

junas 8-14 0-0 16, Howard 6-13 0-1 12,  
Beverley 7-12 0-0 14, Harden 7-22 3-3 20, 
Smith 10-20 0-0 21,  Papanikolaou 0-1 0-0 
0, Brewer 3-6 0-0 7, Terry 3-3 0-1 8. Totals 
47-102 3-5 105.

CHICAGO — Butler 7-17 6-7 22, Gasol 
10-16 7-7 27, Noah 3-7 2-3 8,  Rose 6-17 
6-6 19, Hinrich 4-6 1-1 10, Gibson 3-6 3-4 
9,  Brooks 1-3 0-0 2, Mirotic 7-12 2-2 17, 
Moore 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 41-85 27-30 114.

Houston 33 29 27 16—105
Chicago 34 28 21 31—114
Three-Point Goals—Houston 8-25 

(Harden 3-8, Terry 2-2, Brewer 1-3, Ariza  
1-4, Smith 1-5, Beverley 0-1, Motiejunas 0-
2), Chicago 5-17 (Butler 2-4,  Hinrich 1-3, 
Mirotic 1-4, Rose 1-4, Brooks 0-1, Moore 0-
1). Fouled  Out—None. Rebounds—Hous-
ton 50 (Howard 14), Chicago 54 (Gasol 
14).  Assists—Houston 25 (Beverley 6), 
Chicago 27 (Rose 9). Total  Fouls—Hous-
ton 27, Chicago 13. Technicals—Chicago 
Coach Thibodeau.  A—21,510 (20,917).  

 Wizards 92, Pelicans 85
WASHINGTON — Pierce 6-8 0-0 14, 

Nene 3-5 0-0 6, Gortat 4-11 2-3 10,  Wall 6-
15 3-4 15, Beal 3-10 0-0 6, Humphries 5-11 
0-0 10,  Butler 2-7 5-6 9, Porter 3-5 0-0 6, 
Seraphin 1-2 2-2 4,  Miller 5-5 2-2 12. To-
tals 38-79 14-17 92.

NEW ORLEANS — Babbitt 0-0 0-0 0, Da-
vis 9-12 3-4 21, Asik 1-1 0-0 2,  Holiday 6-16 
0-0 13, Gordon 2-8 2-2 6, Cunningham 3-6 
0-0 6,  Evans 7-14 5-6 21, Anderson 4-12 
3-5 14, Fredette 0-2 0-0 0,  Rivers 1-2 0-0 2, 
Ajinca 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 33-74 13-17 85.

Washington 27 25 17 23—92
New Orleans 23 21 20 21—85
Three-Point Goals—Washington 2-10 

(Pierce 2-2, Porter 0-1, Beal 0-3,  Wall 0-4), 
New Orleans 6-19 (Anderson 3-5, Evans 
2-4, Holiday 1-5,  Fredette 0-1, Gordon 0-
4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Wash-
ington 45  (Porter, Nene 7), New Orleans 
44 (Davis 10). Assists—Washington 23 
(Wall  12), New Orleans 19 (Holiday, Gor-
don 5). Total Fouls—Washington 15, New  
Orleans 18. A—16,182 (16,867).  

 Nuggets 110, 
Timberwolves 101

DENVER — Chandler 2-7 0-0 4, Faried 6-
10 3-6 15, Mozgov 1-5 0-0 2,  Lawson 4-9 0-
1 8, Afflalo 11-18 8-8 34, Nurkic 7-11 0-0 14,  
Hickson 8-10 0-1 16, Robinson 5-9 0-0 12, 
Arthur 2-5 0-0 5. Totals 46-84 11-16 110.

MINNESOTA — Muhammad 7-13 3-4 
19, Young 4-11 4-4 13, Dieng 8-12 6-6 22,  
Williams 7-14 0-0 17, Wiggins 8-18 1-2 20, 
LaVine 2-9 1-2 5,  Bennett 1-6 0-0 2, Dan-
iels 1-3 0-0 3, Adrien 0-2 0-0 0,  Robinson 
III 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 38-89 15-18 101.

Denver 35 27 25 23—110
Minnesota 21 20 28 32—101
Three-Point Goals—Denver 7-19 (Af-

flalo 4-6, Robinson 2-5, Arthur 1-3,  
Mozgov 0-1, Lawson 0-1, Chandler 0-3), 
Minnesota 10-24 (Wiggins 3-5,  Williams 
3-8, Muhammad 2-4, Daniels 1-2, Young 
1-3, LaVine 0-2). Fouled  Out—None. Re-
bounds—Denver 48 (Hickson 11), Min-
nesota 49 (Dieng 12).  Assists—Denver 26 
(Lawson 12), Minnesota 21 (Williams 7). 
Total  Fouls—Denver 22, Minnesota 17. 
Technicals—Williams. A—10,386 (19,356).  

 Mavericks 96, Nets 88 (OT)
DALLAS — Parsons 2-11 0-2 5, Nowitzki 

6-16 1-1 15, Chandler 6-11 2-2 14,  Rondo
1-13 0-2 2, Ellis 6-16 6-6 19, Villanueva 3-
6 0-0 8,  Harris 4-7 0-0 9, Smith 2-2 1-2 5, 
R.Jefferson 4-8 1-2 10,  Barea 3-4 1-2 9. To-
tals 37-94 12-19 96.

BROOKLYN — Johnson 8-19 0-0 18, 
Plumlee 2-4 3-6 7, Lopez 11-21 0-0 22, 
Jack 6-16 8-8 20, Karasev 3-7 4-5 10, An-
derson 1-6 2-2 5,  Teletovic 2-8 2-2 6, Mor-
ris 0-1 0-0 0, Bogdanovic 0-2 0-0 0. Totals
33-84 19-23 88.

Dallas 21 22 22 17 14—96
Brooklyn 35 14 16 17 6—88
Three-Point Goals—Dallas 10-27 

(Barea 2-2, Nowitzki 2-3, Villanueva 2-
4,  R.Jefferson 1-3, Harris 1-3, Ellis 1-3, 
Parsons 1-7, Rondo 0-2),  Brooklyn 3-25 
(Johnson 2-6, Anderson 1-5, Lopez 0-1, 
Bogdanovic 0-1,  Morris 0-1, Jack 0-3, 
Teletovic 0-4, Karasev 0-4). Fouled Out—
None.  Rebounds—Dallas 58 (Chandler
13), Brooklyn 61 (Lopez 13). Assists—Dal-
las  24 (Rondo 14), Brooklyn 20 (Jack 10). 
Total Fouls—Dallas 17, Brooklyn  21. Tech-
nicals—Dallas Coach Carlisle, Nowitzki.
A—17,732 (17,732).  

 Grizzlies 105, Knicks 83
NEW YORK — Hardaway Jr. 4-14 2-4 

12, Ja.Smith 4-11 2-2 10, Aldrich 3-6 1-1 7, 
Calderon 5-7 0-0 13, Larkin 3-6 0-0 7, Acy
7-8 3-4 19,  Prigioni 2-5 0-0 4, Early 3-12 1-2 
7, Wear 2-7 0-0 4. Totals 33-76 9-13 83.

MEMPHIS — Allen 6-8 1-1 14, Stokes 1-4
1-2 3, Gasol 5-12 4-5 14,  Conley 9-12 2-2 
22, Lee 5-8 0-0 11, Leuer 1-3 1-2 3, Udrih
2-7 2-3 7,  Prince 4-7 0-0 8, Koufos 2-5 0-0 
4, Pondexter 4-5 0-0 8,  Carter 2-4 0-0 6, 
Adams 0-5 1-4 1, Calathes 2-2 0-0 4. Totals
43-82 12-19 105.

New York 14 22 26 21— 83
Memphis 21 26 37 21—105
Three-Point Goals—New York 8-26 

(Calderon 3-3, Acy 2-3, Hardaway Jr.  2-
8, Larkin 1-4, Wear 0-1, Prigioni 0-3, Early
0-4), Memphis 7-15  (Carter 2-2, Conley
2-3, Allen 1-1, Udrih 1-3, Lee 1-3, Pondex-
ter 0-1,  Adams 0-2). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—New York 42 (Acy 14), Mem-
phis 51  (Gasol 8). Assists—New York
25 (Larkin 8), Memphis 25 (Conley 7). 
Total  Fouls—New York 17, Memphis 15. 
A—16,888 (18,119).  

 Hornets 104, Celtics 95
CHARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 2-4 2-2 

6, C.Zeller 8-8 4-4 20, Biyombo 2-5 0-0 4, 
Walker 12-26 7-7 33, Henderson 4-9 5-6 
13, Williams 4-7 1-1 10,  Maxiell 0-0 0-0 0,
Neal 2-12 2-2 7, Hairston 3-5 1-1 8,  Rob-
erts 1-2 0-0 3. Totals 38-78 22-23 104.

BOSTON — Green 3-13 1-1 7, Sullinger
8-16 6-6 22, T.Zeller 1-5 0-0 2,  Turner 2-5 
1-2 5, Bradley 2-7 0-0 4, Olynyk 2-6 1-1 5, 
Pressey 3-9 0-0 6, Smart 2-5 3-5 9, Bass 
3-7 2-4 8, Crowder 5-10 1-2 13,  Young 5-7 
0-0 13, Wallace 0-1 0-0 0, Wright 0-0 1-2 1. 
Totals 36-91 16-23 95.

Charlotte 24 26 29 25—104
Boston 16 20 26 33— 95
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 6-19 

(Walker 2-7, Roberts 1-1, Hairston 1-
3,  Williams 1-3, Neal 1-4, Henderson
0-1), Boston 7-18 (Young 3-4, Smart  2-
3, Crowder 2-6, Sullinger 0-1, Green 
0-1, Pressey 0-1, Olynyk 0-2).  Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Charlotte 55 
(Biyombo 10), Boston 48  (Sullinger 8). 
Assists—Charlotte 22 (Henderson 8), 
Boston 22 (Bass,  Smart, Turner 4). Total
Fouls—Charlotte 22, Boston 23.  Techni-
cals—Charlotte defensive three second.
A—16,720 (18,624).  

 76ers 95, Cavaliers 92
CLEVELAND — Miller 2-7 0-0 6, Love 

8-18 11-13 28, T.Thompson 8-17 2-5 18, 
Dellavedova 1-7 0-2 3, Harris 6-12 0-0 16, 
Marion 2-7 2-2 6,  Jones 3-7 0-0 9, Price 
3-10 0-0 6, Haywood 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 33-85 
15-22 92.

PHILADELPHIA — Covington 4-9 4-5 16, 
Sims 6-9 0-0 12, Noel 2-9 2-2 6,  Carter-
Williams 8-19 1-1 18, McDaniels 5-8 0-0 
12, Thomas 1-3 0-0 2,  Wroten 8-18 4-6 20, 
Aldemir 0-0 0-0 0, Grant 3-3 1-1 7,  Samp-
son 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 38-79 12-15 95.

Cleveland 20 30 18 24—92
Philadelphia 19 18 23 35—95
Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 11-30 

(Harris 4-8, Jones 3-6, Miller 2-4,  Del-
lavedova 1-2, Love 1-6, Marion 0-1,
Price 0-3), Philadelphia 7-23  (Coving-
ton 4-7, McDaniels 2-3, Carter-Williams
1-6, Thomas 0-1, Wroten  0-6). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Cleveland 51 
(Love 19), Philadelphia 52  (Aldemir 10).
Assists—Cleveland 23 (Dellavedova 8),
Philadelphia 31  (Carter-Williams 13). To-
tal Fouls—Cleveland 13, Philadelphia 24. 
Technicals—Cleveland defensive three 
second. A—17,771 (20,318).  

Calendar
Jan. 10 — Contracts guaranteed for 

rest of season.
Feb. 13-15 — All-Star weekend, New 

York.
Feb. 19 — Trade deadline (3 p.m. EST).
April 15 — Last day of regular season.
April 18 — Playoffs begin.

Scoring leaders
 G FG FT PTS AVG
Harden, HOU 34 281 270 917 27.0
James, CLE 29 256 171 731 25.2
Anthony, NYK 30 270 135 717 23.9
Davis, NOR 33 305 171 781 23.7
Bryant, LAL 31 248 189 733 23.6
Aldridge, POR 31 285 128 714 23.0
Curry, GOL 32 261 119 735 23.0
Wade, MIA 27 241 123 620 23.0 

 BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI

The Associated Press

Sometimes the best trades are 
the ones you don’t make.

Long before Kevin Love teamed 
up with LeBron James and Kyrie 
Irving in Cleveland this summer, 
the Warriors were in a golden po-
sition to add the three-time All-
Star and one of the most versatile 
offensive players in the game to a 
51-win team on the rise.

All they had to do was give up 
shooting guard Klay Thompson 
as the headliner of a package 
going to Minnesota, and Love was 
theirs. Timberwolves President 
Flip Saunders coveted Thompson 
as the Warriors inquired about 
Love early in the summer.

To the surprise of many, the 
Warriors declined to include 
Thompson, a very good fourth-
year player but not believed to 
be of Love’s caliber, in their offer 
and Saunders held firm. Talks 
broke down and Love eventually 
landed in Cleveland when James 
decided to return home.

Two months into the season, the 
Warriors’ decision has been vali-
dated. Thompson has emerged as 
a star alongside Stephen Curry 
and the Warriors are an NBA-
best 27-5.

“For me as a new coach, what I 
saw was maybe the best backcourt 
in the NBA and a chance to keep 
the group together,” coach Steve 
Kerr said. “And that’s pretty pow-
erful, especially when you know 
you’re already pretty good.”

After spending the summer 
with Team USA, Thompson has 
blossomed into so much more 
than a shooter, showing an abil-

ity to put the ball on the floor and 
create his own shot while still 
playing strong defense.

Meanwhile, the Cavs have 
languished while trying to fit 
all their new parts together. In 
Golden State, the main pieces of 
the roster have been together for 
years, and that familiarity and 
chemistry is paying dividends.

“Whatever lineup we throw 
out there, I feel like we have the 
ultimate high confidence to play 
well,” Curry said. “That comes 
with the experience of going 
through a couple of playoff se-
ries together and falling short 
of our expectations before. And 
now being even more hungry as 
a group to get to the next level. 
That’s a huge bonus for us.”

Here are some things to watch 
in the NBA this week:

Cavs sans LeBron: With King 
James out for at least two weeks 
with knee and back injuries, the 
Cavaliers are in trouble. They lost 
to the 76ers and face the Rockets, 
Warriors and Kings this week as 
they try to stay afloat in the mud-
dled East.

Hawks rolling: They have 
reeled off 19 wins in 21 games 
to jump to the top of the Eastern 
Conference and face a tough slate 
of games this week. They beat the 
Los Angeles Clippers on Monday,  
host the Grizzlies on Wednesday, 
visit the Pistons on Friday and 
host the Wizards on Sunday.  

Free-falling Wolves: They have 
lost 12 in a row to fall to 5-28. 
They lost to Denver on Monday, 
host Phoenix on Wednesday, visit 
Milwaukee on Friday and host 
San Antonio on Saturday. 

Decision to keep Thompson paying off

Warriors thriving
after turning down
big trade for Love

BEN MARGOT/AP

 Golden State’s decision to keep Klay Thompson, right, has proven a 
good one. Thompson has emerged as a star for the 27-5 Warriors.

Around the NBA
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NBA ROUNDUP

 By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Dirk Nowitzki made a 
clinching three-pointer in overtime that 
moved him into seventh place on the NBA’s 
career scoring list, and the Dallas Maver-
icks beat the Brooklyn Nets 96-88 on Mon-
day night to match their season high with a 
sixth straight victory.

Monta Ellis scored 19 points and made 
a pair of jumpers early in overtime before 
consecutive three-pointers by Chandler 
Parsons and Nowitzki made it 96-88 with 
34 seconds to play. That gave Nowitzki 15 
points for the game and 27,412 in his ca-
reer, moving him past Moses Malone into 
the No. 7 spot.

“I’m proud of it but more proud that we 
got the win,” he said.

Rajon Rondo shot 1-for-13 for two points 
but had 14 assists and 10 rebounds for the 
Mavericks, who have the longest current 
winning streak in the NBA. Tyson Chan-
dler finished with 14 points and 13 boards.

Brook Lopez had 22 points and 13 re-
bounds for the Nets but faded after an 
18-point first quarter. Jarrett Jack had 20 
points and 10 assists.

The Nets were without Deron Williams 
(sore left side) and Kevin Garnett, who 
rested on the second night of back-to-back 
games, and dropped their second straight 
after winning three in a row.

Hawks 107, Clippers 98: Paul Millsap 
scored 23 points, Jeff Teague added 20 and 
Atlanta pulled away from host Los Ange-
les in the fourth quarter to earn its seventh 
straight road victory .

DeMarre Carroll had 17 points and eight 
rebounds, and Al Horford scored 16 for the 
East-leading Hawks, who won their fifth in 
a row and 19th in 21 games.

Blake Griffin had 26 points and 10 re-
bounds to lead the Clippers, whose biggest 
lead of nine came at the start of the game. 

Warriors 117, Thunder 91: Harrison 
Barnes scored a season-high 23 points and 
grabbed seven rebounds, and Golden State 
used a smothering defensive effort to rout 
visiting Oklahoma City.

Klay Thompson and Stephen Curry 
scored 19 points each as the NBA-best 
Warriors (27-5) bottled up Kevin Durant, 
Russell Westbrook and the Thunder. Gold-
en State held Oklahoma City to 30.6 per-
cent shooting. 

The Thunder acquired shooting guard 
Dion Waiters from Cleveland in a three-
team trade that was announced during the 
game. Oklahoma City sent the Cavaliers a 
protected 2015 first-round draft pick and 
moved reserve Lance Thomas to the New 

York Knicks.
Bulls 114, Rockets 105: Pau Gasol had 

27 points and 14 rebounds, Jimmy Butler 
scored 22 and host Chicago rallied for its 
13th win in 15 games.

Derrick Rose added 19 points, Nikola 
Mirotic had 17 and the Bulls outscored the 
Rockets 19-5 over the final 3:19.

Josh Smith led Houston with 21 points. 
James Harden scored 20, but the Rockets 
lost for the fourth time in six games. 

76ers 95, Cavaliers 92: Tony Wroten 
scored 20 points and hit the go-ahead layup 
with 9.1 seconds left to lift host Philadel-
phia over short-handed Cleveland. 

Kevin Love had 28 points and 19 re-
bounds for the Cavaliers, who didn’t have 
LeBron James and Kyrie Irving because 
of injuries. They lost Dion Waiters and two 
reserves shortly before tipoff because of a 
three-team trade with New York and Okla-
homa City. 

Grizzlies 105, Knicks 83: Mike Conley 
scored 14 of his 22 points in the third quar-
ter, and host Memphis sent depleted New 
York to its record-tying 12th straight loss. 

New York played without injured starters 
Carmelo Anthony and Amare Stoudemire. 
The Knicks were also missing J.R. Smith 
and Iman Shumpert, who were traded to 
Cleveland. 

Trail Blazers 98, Lakers 94: Damian 
Lillard scored 39 points and made the go-
ahead basket with 36 seconds remaining as 
host Portland rallied from a 10-point defi-
cit in the second half to beat Los Angeles.

Lillard hit four three-pointers, and 
scored 16 points during the fourth quar-
ter to lead the Trail Blazers (27-8). He has 
scored at least 39 points in three of his past 
nine games. 

Wizards 92, Pelicans 85: John Wall 
had 15 points and 12 assists, and Washing-
ton ended its longest skid of the season at 
three games with a victory over host New 
Orleans.

Paul Pierce scored 14 points on 6-for-
8 shooting for the Wizards, who had five 
players in double figures. Andre Miller 
added 12 points, and Marcin Gortat and 
Kris Humphries each had 10. 

Hornets 104, Celtics 95: Kemba Walk-
er scored 20 of his 33 points in the second 
half and Cody Zeller finished with a ca-
reer-high 20 on a perfect shooting night, 
carrying visiting Charlotte over Boston.

It was just the second win in seven 
games for the Hornets, who learned last 
week that leading scorer Al Jefferson will 
be sidelined for about three more weeks 
with a left groin injury. 

Nuggets 110, Timberwolves 101: 

Arron Afflalo scored 34 points to help Den-
ver hand host Minnesota its 12th straight 
loss.

J.J. Hickson had 16 points and 11 re-
bounds and the Nuggets shot 55 per-
cent to cruise past the Timberwolves 
(5-28), by far the worst team in the West-
ern Conference. 

Pacers 105, Jazz 101: Roy Hibbert 
scored 22 points to help Indiana outlast 
host Utah.

Hibbert, who got into a skirmish with the
Lakers’ Carlos Boozer in a one-point loss at
Los Angeles on Sunday, again played with
a fiery edge and repeatedly went over 7-
foot-1 Rudy Gobert for inside baskets be-
fore fouling out in the final minute.

Derrick Favors had 27 points and 11 re-
bounds and Gordon Hayward scored 24 for 
the Jazz, who were missing starting point 
guard Trey Burke (strep throat) and cen-
ter Enes Kanter (sprained ankle). 

Nowitzki nets 15, moves to No. 7 on scoring list

Mavs top Nets in OT for sixth straight win

KATHY KMONICEK/AP

Nets center Mason Plumlee is surrounded by Mavericks Monta Ellis, left, Dirk 
Nowitzki, right, and Tyson Chandler on Monday. Dallas won 96-88 in overtime.
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 BY TOM WITHERS

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — The Cava-
liers tried to make it work with 
Dion Waiters. They couldn’t wait 
any longer.

Cleveland traded the shooting 
guard to Oklahoma City on Mon-
day night and acquired guards 
J.R. Smith and Iman Shumpert 
from the New York Knicks in a 
three-team deal.

A disappointing 19-16 after 
losing at Philadelphia, the Cavs 
dealt Waiters to the Thunder in 
exchange for Oklahoma City’s 
protected 2015 first-round pick. 
Also, the Cavs sent reserves Lou 
Amundson and Alex Kirk and 
their 2019 second-round pick to 
the Knicks, who are 5-32 and des-
perate to clear salary-cap space.

New York also received for-
ward Lance Thomas from Okla-
homa City.

The Cavs have been ravaged 
by injuries in superstar LeBron 
James’ first season back in Cleve-
land and needed to shake things 
up. The team had discussed mov-
ing Waiters, the No. 4 overall 
pick, over the past two years and 
finally struck a deal. Both James 
and All-Star point guard Kyrie 
Irving sat out against the Sixers 
because of injuries.

Waiters was pulled from the 
starting lineup in Philadelphia 
— his hometown — shortly before 
the Cavs lost to the lowly 76ers, 
who got their first home win. The 
6-foot-4 Waiters began the season 
in Cleveland’s starting lineup, but 
was removed after three games. 
He made some defensive strides, 
but too often Waiters seemed 
mostly concerned about scoring.

“Dion is a talented player with 
potential ahead of him,” Cavs 
general manager David Griffin 
said. “Trades like this are always 
difficult to make because there 
are relationships and bonds built 
and that was the case with Dion. 

At the same time, we’re very ex-
cited to welcome Iman and J.R. 
to Cleveland. With their size and 
versatility, we think both Iman 
and J.R. can help our team on 
both ends of the court and we look 
forward to them joining us.”

The mercurial Smith, who has 
never been afraid to shoot, could 
give Cleveland’s bench the offen-
sive boost first-year coach David 
Blatt has been looking for all 
season.  

Shumpert, who has been side-
lined with a dislocated shoulder, 
is regarded as a solid perimeter 
defender. He had been starting 
before his injury, averaging 9.3 
points, and will probably start for 
Cleveland. 

Cleveland remains in the 
market for a big man and have 
assets remaining to pull off an-
other deal. The Cavs are enter-
ing a tough part of their schedule 
with a home game on Wednesday 
against Houston before a five-
game West Coast trip. 

The Thunder, who have had 
their own injury issues, believe 
Waiters can bring immediate 
help. Waiters is versatile, can 
score and should add some fire-
power to Oklahoma City’s second 
unit.

“Dion Waiters is a player that 
we’ve tracked and liked since his 
time at Syracuse, in the NBA, and 
with USA Basketball,” general 
manager Sam Presti said. 

New York’s season is as good 
as over, and moving Smith and 
Shumpert will give Knicks Presi-
dent Phil Jackson some future 
flexibility, maybe quiet the boo-
ing in Madison Square Garden 
and relieve some of the pressure 
on rookie coach Derek Fisher.

The moves will allow him to 
trim more millions off the sal-
ary cap, which will allow them to 
pursue free agents this summer. 
The team released center Samuel 
Dalembert and is expected to do 
the same with Amundson and 
Kirk. 

NBA/SPORTS BRIEFS
Briefl y

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Randy Carlyle 
was fired as coach of the Toron-
to Maple Leafs on Tuesday fol-
lowing a road trip in which the 
team lost five of seven games and 
showed few signs it would regain 
the promise from earlier in the 
season.

The dismissal comes after 40 
games, with Toronto 21-16-3, 
fourth in the Atlantic Division and 
holding one of the two wild-card 
spots in the Eastern Conference. 
The Maple Leafs have struggled 
on defense and played erratically.

“I think we’d all agree we’ve 
had some good periods, good 
stretches, but I don’t think I can 
stand here in front of you and say 
that we’ve been consistent,” gen-
eral manager Dave Nonis said at 
a news conference. “We just felt at 
this point this was the right time 
to make the change and move 
ahead and try to get this team 
back playing like we have played 
for periods this season.”

Assistants Steve Spott and Peter 
Horachek will be behind the bench 
for Wednesday’s game against the 
Washington Capitals. Horachek 
ran the first practice since the 
firing. Nonis did not indicate if or 
when the Leafs might hire a full-
time head coach. Horachek and/or 
Spott could handle the job for the 
rest of the season.

Carlyle, who was informed of 
management’s decision Monday 
night, went 91-78-19 in 188 games 
over parts of four seasons. He 
won the Stanley Cup as coach of 
the Anaheim Ducks in 2007.

He is the fourth NHL coach 
fired this season. 

Sharapova advances; 
Bouchard tops Serena

BRISBANE, Australia — Ser-

ena Williams and Maria Sharapo-
va were playing in tournaments 
on opposite sides of Australia, 
their form veering in opposite 
directions.

The second-ranked Sharapova 
opened her 2015 season by win-
ning nine straight games in a 6-0, 
6-1 win over Yaroslava Shvedova 
on Tuesday in the second round 
of the Brisbane International. 
The Russian had a bye in the 
first round at the season-open-
ing WTA event in the sub-tropi-
cal east coast city, where Serena 
Williams won the title in 2014 but 
skipped this year in favor of the 
Hopman Cup in Perth.

A day after joking about the 
“miracle coffee” she needed to 
perk her up during her opening 
match at the Hopman Cup, top-
ranked Williams slumped to a 6-
2, 6-1 loss to Eugenie Bouchard of 
Canada. The Canadians clinched 
the Group A match against the 
United States when Vasek Pospi-
sil beat John Isner 6-3, 7-6 (4) in 
the men’s singles.

 FIFA VP to challenge 
Blatter for presidency

GENEVA — FIFA vice presi-
dent Prince Ali Bin Al Hussein of 
Jordan will stand for election in a 
bid to oust Sepp Blatter as leader 
of football’s scandal-hit world 
governing body.

The 39-year-old Prince Ali de-
clared his intention Tuesday to 
run as a candidate in the FIFA 
presidential election on May 29 in 
Zurich, where Blatter has pledged 
to seek a fifth mandate at age 79.

  During Blatter’s 17-year lead-
ership, FIFA has been rocked by 
bribery allegations in presidential 
and World Cup hosting elections, 
kickbacks paid to senior officials 
and World Cup ticket scams.

   South Korea: No Games 
sharing with North

SEOUL, South Korea — The
South Korean hosts of the 2018 
Winter Olympics have ruled out 
the possibility of sharing some
events with North Korea.

Gangwon Province governor
Choi Moon-soon said in a state-
ment Monday that it would be
“realistically impossible” for 
Olympic host Pyeongchang to 
share some of the competitions 
with North Korea.

Choi said fielding a unified 
Korean team would be as far as 
South Korea could go in using the 
Olympics to promote peace be-
tween the countries.  

US team skiers killed in 
Austrian avalanche

Two young American ski rac-
ers were killed Monday in an
avalanche in the Austrian ski re-
sort of Soelden, the U.S. Ski Team
said.

Ronnie Berlack, 20 and Bryce
Astle, 19, were skiing with a group
of four others on the 3,056-metre 
Gaislachkogel mountain near the
team’s Alpine training base. The
group appeared to have set off the
avalanche when they skied off the
prepared slope.  The four other
athletes skied clear.

“Ronnie and Bryce were both
outstanding ski racers who were
passionate about their sport —
both on the race course and skiing
the mountain,” said US Ski and 
Snowboard Association president
and chief executive Tiger Shaw.

 Berlack was named to the Park 
City, Utah-based U.S. Ski Team’s
Development Team in 2013. Astle
was new to the team this season.

TONY DEJAK/AP

Cleveland’s Dion Waiters, right, drives past Dallas’ Devin Harris 
during a game Sunday. The Cavaliers traded Waiters to Oklahoma 
City on Monday and acquired two guards from New York.

Cavs send Waiters 
to Thunder, get 
two from Knicks

Maple Leafs fire Carlyle

NATHAN DENETTE, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

The Toronto Maple Leafs fired head coach Randy Carlyle, top center, on Tuesday after a road trip where 
the team lost five of seven games.
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Officiating chief
offers call insight

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — First-ballot 
pitchers Randy Johnson, Pedro 
Martinez and John Smoltz head-
line a Baseball Hall of Fame class 
that is the biggest in 60 years.

Joining those three pitchers, 
who were utterly dominant in an 
era of artificially bulging statis-
tics for hitters, is Craig Biggio, 
who made it on the third attempt 
after falling two votes shy last 
year.

The quartet will be inducted 
in Cooperstown on July 26. The 
Baseball Writers’ Association of 
America had not given four play-
ers the necessary 75 percent in 
a single year since selecting Joe 
DiMaggio, Gabby Hartnett, Ted 
Lyons and Dazzy Vance in 1955.

Five were elected at the same 
time on just one occasion, and 
that was the initial Hall class of 
1936.

Johnson, Martinez and Smoltz 
stood out among the 17 newcom-
ers to the ballot.

The reed-thin, scraggly-haired 
Johnson is a five-time Cy Young 
Award winner — four in a row 
from 1999-2002 — with 303 wins 
and 4,875 strikeouts. The Big 
Unit came up big in the postsea-
son, too, sharing MVP honors in 
the 2001 World Series with Ari-
zona Diamondbacks teammate 
Curt Schilling.

Johnson was selected on 534 of 
549 ballots. His 97.3 percentage 
was the eighth-highest in the his-
tory of voting.

Martinez’s antics off the field 

were nearly as enthralling as 
an ever-elusive changeup that 
helped him to three Cy Youngs 
— two AL, one NL — and a 2.93 
ERA in 18 years. He helped bring 
the Boston Red Sox their first 
World Series championship in 86 
years.

He appeared on 500 ballots 
(91.1 percent).

Smoltz was a steady presence 
on the Atlanta Braves’ staff for 20 
seasons — including 14 straight 
division titles from 1991-2005 — 
winning the 1996 NL Cy Young. 
A career starter, Smoltz smooth-
ly moved into the closer role for 
three full seasons and earned 
154 saves. He was picked on 455 
ballots (82.9 percent) and joins 
former teammates Greg Mad-
dux and Tom Glavine, last year’s 
inductees along with Frank 
Thomas.

Biggio  appeared on 454 ballots, 
42 more than the 75 percent need-
ed and up from 68.2 percent in his 
first appearance and 74.8 percent 
last year. He had 3,060 hits in 20 
seasons, all with the Astros .

Except for Pete Rose (who is 
serving a lifetime suspension for 
betting on baseball and is not 
eligible for the Hall of Fame), 
Rafael Palmeiro (who was once 
suspended for performance-en-
hancing drugs and is no longer on 
the ballot) and Derek Jeter (who 
retired this past season with 3,465 
hits and is eligible for the Hall in 
2020), Biggio was the only player 
with 3,000 or more hits who had 
not been elected.

Mike Piazza, who has more 
homers than any other catcher in 

big league history,  fell 28 votes 
short but increased his percent-
age to 69.9 from 57.8 in 2013 and 
62.2 last year.

With the ballot jammed by big 
names from the Steroids Era, the 
BBWAA has recommended to the 
Hall’s board of directors that it 
increase the number of players 
each voter can select from 10 to 
12. That change could come as 
soon as 2016.

Piazza  and Jeff Bagwell (55.7 
percent) are two players who 
have fallen under suspicion of of 
performance-enhancing drugs 
use but were never caught up in 
any investigation.  Perhaps an en-
hanced ballot of up to 12 votes per 
writer next year will give them 
the nudge they need if they fail 
this year.

Suspected and admitted users 
of performance-enhancing drugs 
have been on the ballot since 
Mark McGwire was a first-timer 
in 2007. But the real debate over 
PEDs and players’ credentials 
heated up when otherwise certain 
locks Barry Bonds and Roger Cle-
mens became eligible three years 
ago. Both glamour stars severely 
tarnished by steroid use accusa-
tions received about 37 percent of 
the vote this year.

Next year’s ballot should open 
up some after the election of 
this year’s jumbo class and the 
amended voting rules. There is 
one sure thing in the 2016 group: 
Ken Griffey, Jr. He will be joined 
by Trevor Hoffman, Billy Wag-
ner and Jim Edmonds as the chief 
newcomers.

BASEBALL/NFL

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

A yellow flag is thrown. Dal-
las Cowboys fans groan. Detroit 
Lions fans rejoice.

Then it is picked up by the game 
officials. No penalty is called.

That one call/non-call on Sun-
day became the focal point of 
the wild-card round in the NFL 
playoffs.

With the Lions up 20-17 and 
in Dallas territory, referee Pete 
Morelli initially announced a de-
fensive pass interference penalty 
on Cowboys linebacker Anthony 
Hitchens. Then the officials re-
versed themselves, leaving De-
troit facing fourth down.

The Lions punted, and Dallas 
drove for the winning touchdown.

Lions coach Jim Caldwell and 
quarterback Matthew Stafford 
were angry. Game broadcast-
ers were puzzled. Fans were 
befuddled.

The disputed call was not sub-
ject to a replay review. Caldwell 
wonders if it’s time to change 
that.

“I think without question it was 
probably not officiated correctly 
in my estimation,” Caldwell said 
Monday. “Nevertheless, I do think 
in this day and age, with modern 
times where we have technology 
that can take out the human fac-
tor in certain key situations in big 
games, that we should use that 
technology to do so.”

 Unfortunately, NFL officiating 
crews have been in the spotlight 
too often this season. The latest 
incident brings up two significant 
questions:

� Was there a lack of com-
munication with a public that 
clamors for information — and 
deserves it?

� Why would the NFL use “all-
star” crews in its most important 
games, virtually eliminating the 
cohesion that helps officials dur-
ing the regular season?

Dean Blandino, the NFL’s of-
ficiating chief, has some answers. 
They’re not likely to placate 
many.

Blandino told The Associated 
Press on Monday that Morelli 
erred in originally announcing 
the interference call before dis-
cussing it with the back judge 

who made the call, and with other
members of the crew. The head
linesman, who was closer to the
play, then “gave more informa-
tion, and that from his perspec-
tive it was not enough contact [for
pass interference] and that there 
was not enough contact that re-
stricted the receiver [Lions tight
end Brandon Pettigrew].”

“The mechanics we would
prefer are that the conversa-
tion occurs before the initial an-
nouncement,” Blandino said, “so
there is one announcement and
no confusion if a foul was com-
mitted or not.”

Morelli made a second an-
nouncement saying there would
be no penalty. Blandino believes
TV viewers missed that call be-
cause, at the time Morelli was 
speaking, announcers Joe Buck
and Troy Aikman were talking to
Fox officiating commentator and
former NFL director of officials 
Mike Pereira.

 Even more of an issue, though,
is the process for selecting offi-
cials for postseason games.

As part of the labor agreement
between the league and the offi-
cials’ union in 2012, the officials 
bargained for and received an
individual-based assignment sys-
tem. It will remain in effect until 
after next season, when Blandino
believes it will be revisited.

The evaluation system has
changed through the years. For 
many seasons, until 2004, full
crews with the highest ratings 
for the regular season would
earn playoff assignments. That 
changed to a hybrid system in 
’04 that allowed for eliminating
lower-rated officials on some
crews from working the playoffs.

Moving to the current “all-
star” approach allows for officials 
rated highest at each position by 
supervisors to get the premium 
assignments. But it robs the
crews working the critical play-
off games of the continuity de-
veloped through a full preseason
and regular season.

That seemed to hurt Morelli’s
bunch on Sunday; although four 
of the officials at the Detroit-Dal-
las  game worked together previ-
ously, none had been with Morelli
in 2014. 

Johnson, Martinez, Smoltz elected on first ballot

Biggio joins trio of aces
in Hall’s four-man class

PAUL MOSELEY, THE FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM/AP

Cowboys linebacker Anthony Hitchens, left, blocks Lions tight end 
Brandon Pettigrew from the ball on Sunday during the fourth quarter. 

PAT SULLIVAN/AP

Craig Biggio acknowledges the Hosuton Astros crowd after getting his 3,000th career hit in a game 
against the Colorado Rockies. Biggio was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame on Tuesday.
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NFL PLAYOFFS

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Stoic 
defensive lineman Mike Daniels 
has trained his focus squarely on 
Dallas.

The bye week is over for the 
Green Bay Packers. It’s time to 
get ready for a marquee matchup 
in the next round of the playoffs 
against the Cowboys.

“It was fun to sit back and actu-
ally watch some games knowing 
that I’m still playing,” Daniels 
said Monday at Lambeau Field. 
“All that is over with. None of that 
matters at this point.”

Coach Mike McCarthy had his 
team back on a normal game- 
week schedule after a three-day 
break last week to celebrate the 
new year. It was a time for rest, 
especially for quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers, who is recovering from 
a lingering left calf injury.

McCarthy said Rodgers was 
progressing. The franchise quar-
terback sat out two light practices 
last week, and McCarthy indi-
cated then that Rodgers may not 
return to the practice field until 
Thursday at the earliest, which 
might be the team’s most impor-
tant day for on-field work.

On Monday, McCarthy said 
Rodgers would be re-evaluated 
Wednesday to determine the plan 
for the rest of the week.

It doesn’t appear the Packers 
are too worried about him. After 
getting carted to the locker room 
in the second quarter, a limping 
Rodgers returned to the field in 
the third quarter to lead Green 
Bay to a 30-20 victory over De-
troit to win the NFC North.

The way he’s been playing this 
season, Rodgers at less than 100 
percent is still better than most 
quarterbacks in the league. While 
mobility could be an issue, Rodg-
ers is a stickler for preparation on 
and off the field.

Offensive coordinator Tom Cle-

ments noted that Rodgers didn’t 
practice for about a month in 
2008 because of a shoulder injury 
but still performed well.

“I don’t know if we’re going to 
have to worry about that,” back-
up quarterback Matt Flynn said 
when asked if he would be ready 
if Rodgers can’t go. “But, yeah, 
I’m a confident guy. I’m going to 
prepare this week just like I al-
ways do.”

Flynn can draw from the confi-
dence of leading the Packers from 
a 23-point halftime deficit to a 37-
36 win last year at Dallas while 
playing for Rodgers, who had a 
collarbone injury. DeMarco Mur-
ray dented the Packers for 134 
yards on 18 carries in that game.

This year, Murray is even bet-
ter, leading the NFL with 1,845 
yards running behind one of the 
top offensive lines in the league.

Sunday could turn into a shoot-
out, even if Rodgers isn’t at full 
speed. Handing off to Murray 
could help Dallas keep the ball 
out of Rodgers’ hands.

“The Dallas Cowboys’ run game 
is excellent. Murray is a big-time 
back. He’s definitely a difference 
maker,” McCarthy said.

But the Packers appear to have 
found some difference makers 
themselves against the run. The 
defense is allowing 3.60 yards 
a carry in the second half of the 
season, down from 4.78 in the 
first half. 

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Judg-
ing by the scarcity of players 
working with strength and condi-
tioning coach Luke Richesson to 
the side, the bye week did the bat-
tered Denver Broncos an abun-
dance of good.

Denver had listed 22 players 
on its injury report before the 
season finale against Oakland, 
when safety David Bruton Jr. and 
left guard Orlando Franklin sus-
tained concussions.

Those were the only players 
who weren’t between the lines 
Monday when the Broncos (12-
4) began preparations for their 
playoff game against Indianapo-
lis (12-5).

Most notable among them were 
Peyton Manning (age 37) and 
top tackler Brandon Marshall 
(sprained foot). Manning sat out 
all of last week’s workouts and 
Marshall practiced for the first 
time since getting hurt at San 
Diego on Dec. 14.

“Yeah, it was much needed,” 
said fourth-year safety Rahim 
Moore. “I needed it, our team 
needed it, especially guys like 
Peyton, who’s been playing since 
I came out the womb.”

Lest that gets back to the five-
time MVP, Manning might want 
to know Moore also compared 
him to a luxury sports car road-
ster, not an old jalopy.

Moore said the bye “was good 
for Peyton because it recharges 
him, makes him feel refreshed. 
He’s an older guy. He needs it. 
You can’t run a Ferrari — or no, a 
Bugatti — too much. He’s our Bu-

gatti. That’s how Peyton is to his 
team, so you’ve got to give him 
some rest.”

After the tuneup, the Bron-
cos are eager to rev that engine 
again.

“We’ve got to get back to work,” 
Moore said. “We went from 100 
(mph) to zero. Now we’re trying 
to get back to 100.”

Joining Manning and Marshall 
on the practice fields wreathed by 
a good foot of snow were receivers 
Demaryius Thomas (ankle, fin-
ger), Emmanuel Sanders (back) 
and Wes Welker, all of whom 
missed the pair of indoor practic-
es that preceded their three-day 
break.

Tight end Julius Thomas, who 
had three TD catches against 
Indy in the regular-season open-
er, was among the players who 
most appreciated the bye. He’s 
been bothered by a bum ankle 
and hasn’t reached the end zone 
since Nov. 9.

“It was a big week for me. It 
was good to get some rest,” he 
said. “Every doctor will tell you 
the most important thing is rest, 

but it’s tough to do in the middle
of the season.”

With their bye week coming
way back in September, the Bron-
cos felt that not having to play
on wild-card weekend would do
them a world of good. 

“Our bye this year came way 
earlier than most byes, probably
the earliest I’ve ever had a bye,”
coach John Fox said. “So, in some 
ways I think this year was even
more important to have the bye.
But it’s like holding Jell-O. There 
is no perfect answer. Somebody 
mentioned six of the last nine 
Super Bowl champions came
through the wild-card round.
So, really, the key is just playing
your best football when you get
to the elite eight, however you get
there.”

Also back on the field was
Pro Bowl safety T.J. Ward, who 
missed the season finale with a
neck injury.

 Although he didn’t push it Mon-
day, Marshall’s return served to
rejuvenate Denver’s defense.

“It’s good to see him out there,”
nose tackle Terrance Knighton
said. “He’s not quite himself yet,
obviously. He didn’t take much of 
the team reps but we’ll be fine. 
It’s still a long week, a lot of days
left and he’ll be ready by Sunday.

“Luckily, we’ve played well 
enough in the season to get a bye
week, which helped us, because 
if we played last week, Brandon
Marshall probably doesn’t play
and T.J. is probably a little rusty,”
Knighton said. “Those three days
off allowed people to refocus
and it’s almost like a new season 
now.” 

Indianapolis Colts
at Denver Broncos

AFN-Sports
10:30 p.m. Saturday CET

6:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

Dallas Cowboys
at Green Bay Packers

AFN-Sports
7 p.m. Saturday CET
3 a.m. Sunday JKT

Broncos’ veterans make
good use of extra week

Packers’ McCarthy:
Rodgers improving

RICK WOOD, MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL/TNS

Green Bay quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, has been recovering 
from a calf injury but is expected to play against the Cowboys.

NHAT V. MEYER, BAY AREA NEWS GROUP/TNS

Denver’s Brandon Marshall, left, practiced this week for the first time since getting hurt on Dec. 14.
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BY HOWARD ULMAN

The Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — The 
New England Patriots waited a 
week only to learn that a familiar 
foe will be making a return visit.

An opponent with a history 
of playoff success in a stadium 
where the Patriots rarely lose.

The Baltimore Ravens will fly 
to Foxborough for Saturday’s di-
visional game after their 30-17 
wild-card win, also on the road, 
at Pittsburgh.

“There’s experience against 
this team,” Patriots offensive 
coordinator Josh McDaniels 
said Monday. “We know a lot of 
their players and some of their 
schemes, but I think each time 
we’ve played them our team has 
been different, their team has 
been different.”

Wild-card weekend began with 
the top-seeded Patriots (12-4) 
knowing they would face Balti-
more, Indianapolis or Cincinnati. 
Had the Ravens lost to the Steelers, 
the Patriots would have played the 
winner of Sunday’s game between 
the Colts and Bengals.

So Baltimore’s win gave New 
England’s coaches extra time to 
prepare. Players lifted weights 
Monday and resumed practice 
Tuesday.

Since Gillette Stadium opened 
in 2002, the Patriots’ home re-
cord of 99-19, including the play-
offs, is the best in the NFL. Now 
they have home-field advantage 
as long as they’re in the confer-
ence playoffs.

But the sixth-seeded Ravens 
(11-6) have stood up to the loud 
crowds and wintry elements in 
Foxborough before.

They’ve faced the Patriots 

three times in the past five post-
seasons, all at Gillette, and won 
twice. Their only loss, 23-20, was 
clinched when Billy Cundiff lined 
up for a 32-yard field goal with 15 
seconds left and shanked it in the 
AFC championship game in the 
2011 season.

Ray Lewis, Ed Reed and Ray 
Rice are no longer with the Ra-

vens after facing the Patriots in 
all three playoff games. Logan 
Mankins, who also played in 
those games, and Wes Welker, 
who played in two, are gone from 
New England.

“Ultimately,” McDaniels said, 
Saturday’s game “I would assume 
would take on its own form.”

Both teams are led by Super 

Bowl-winning quarterbacks, Joe 
Flacco for the Ravens and Tom 
Brady for the Patriots.

Flacco has won his last five 
playoff games, throwing 13 
touchdowns and no intercep-
tions. He’s operating with a new 
offensive coordinator this season, 
former Houston head coach Gary 
Kubiak.

“I think you see an offense very 
similar to what you saw in Hous-
ton,” Patriots coach Bill Belich-
ick said, “but I’d say Flacco (is)
one of the best deep-ball pass-
ers in the league with good deep
receivers.” 

Brady is  coming off two sub-
par games, although the Patriots
rested key players in the finale, a
17-9 loss to the Buffalo Bills, since
they already had clinched the No. 
1 seed.

With top receivers Rob
Gronkowski and Julian Edelman
inactive, Brady played only the
first half, completing eight of 16
passes for 80 yards. He wasn’t at 
his best the previous Sunday in a 
17-16 win over the lowly New York 
Jets, completing 23 of 35 passes
for 182 yards, one touchdown and
one interception. He also was
sacked four times.

Last Saturday, the Ravens
sacked Ben Roethslisberger five
times.

They have “a tremendous de-
fense that plays well and forces
you to go the long, hard route 
without giving up many big
plays,” McDaniels said. “It’s a
challenge at every level.” 

 BY TIM BOOTH

The Associated Press

RENTON, Wash. — When the 
NFL schedule was released last 
April, the early date of the Seattle 
Seahawks’ bye stuck out as poten-
tially more of a challenge than 
a closing stretch of six games 
against mostly NFC West foes.

So in reality, the biggest vic-
tory this past weekend for the 
Seahawks had nothing to do with 
getting matched against Carolina 
in the NFC divisional playoff this 
Saturday.

It was getting a chance to sit 
at home and do nothing after 13 
straight weeks of games.

“Last year it was a little differ-
ent only because we had a week 
later in the season. I think we had 
a bye Week 12 or Week 13. And 
this year we had it maybe Week 5. 
That makes for a very, very, very 
long season,” Seattle cornerback 
Richard Sherman said. “This 
one, I guess we needed it more, it 
helps us more this time around. 
Guys are banged up. Guys need a 
break on their bodies. I think we 
understood the sense of urgency 
throughout the season that we 

would need this. That’s why we 
fought so hard those last couple of 
games. We want to win them re-
gardless, but we recognized as a 
team what we needed to get to, to 
get that rest we needed.”

The Seahawks took the week-
end off before returning to 
practice Tuesday to begin prepa-
rations for hosting the Panthers. 
And there might not be a team 
outside the NFC West that Seattle 
has more familiarity with than 
the Panthers. The teams have 
met four times since coach Pete 
Carroll took over the Seahawks 
in 2010, including each of the last 

three seasons in Charlotte.
While Seattle has won all three 

of those trips East, none have 
come easy. The Seahawks won 
16-12 in 2012; 12-7 in the 2013 
season opener; and earlier this 

season needed a touchdown in the 
final minute for a 13-9 victory.

The Seahawks would be the 
first defending champion since 
2005 to win a playoff game the 
following season if they can get 

past the Panthers.
“Our bye being early in the 

year ... that’s tough. It could have
gone either way,” Seattle QB Rus-
sell Wilson said. “It could have
been a bad thing for us or a really
good thing for us and I was telling
the guys back then that it could
be a really good thing for us be-
cause hopefully we could get on a
roll and stay on that roll and sure 
enough we did.”

Seattle should be close to full
health when the Panthers ar-
rive. The most important addition 
could be the return of center Max 
Unger after he missed the final
six regular-season games with
knee and ankle injuries suffered
in the Week 11 loss at Kansas
City.

Seattle has used Patrick Lewis
and Lemuel Jeanpierre at cen-
ter with Unger out. But Unger is
Seattle’s most experienced offen-
sive lineman despite playing in
just six games this season.

The Seahawks expect corner-
back Tharold Simon and tight end
Cooper Helfet to also be available
after missing games at the end of 
the regular season. 

Seattle overcomes challenge of early bye week

NFL PLAYOFFS

Baltimore Ravens
at New England Patriots

AFN-Sports
10:30 p.m. Saturday CET

6:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

Carolina Panthers
at Seattle Seahawks

AFN-Sports
2 a.m. Sunday CET
10 a.m. Sunday JKT

GENE J. PUSKAR/AP

Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco, center, is pressured by Steelers outside linebacker James Harrison (92) 
during Saturday’s wild-card playoff game. Baltimore won 30-17 and will go up against the New England 
Patriots in a divisional playoff game in Foxborough, Mass. The Ravens have faced the Patriots at Gillette 
Stadium three times in the past five postseasons and won twice.

Pats face familiar playoff foe in Ravens

TONY AVELAR/AP

Head coach Pete Carroll and the Seahawks will host the Carolina 
Panthers in a divisional playoff game on Saturday. Seattle was able 
to take a break after 13 straight weeks of games.
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Aces high
Trio of stellar pitchers Randy Johnson, Pedro Martinez and John Smoltz highlight 2015 class of Baseball Hall of Fame, gaining entry on 

their fi rst ballots for Cooperstown. Also elected was former Astro Craig Biggio on his third attempt after falling two votes short last year. 
Page 29

JIM GEHRZ, 
MINNEAPOLIS STAR 
TRIBUNE/TNS

BOB BREIDENBACH, 
PROVIDENCE JOURNAL/TNS

KATHY KMONICEK, NEWSDAY/TNS

Cavs deal Waiters
Guard goes to OKC; Cleveland gets

JR Smith from Knicks  »  Page 28

Randy Johnson
� Five-time Cy Young Award winner, including 
four in a row from 1999-2002
� Co-MVP, 2001 World Series
� Second all-time on strikeouts list with 
4,875

John Smoltz
� Only pitcher in MLB history with more 
than 200 wins and 150 saves
� 15-4 with a 2.67 ERA in playoff
appearances
� Eight-time All-Star

Pedro Martinez
� Struck out 17 Yankees in one game in 
1999, a feat never equalled
� Three-time Cy Young Award winner
� Led majors in ERA fi ve times

Banged-up Broncos benefi t from extra 
time off in bye week  »  Page 30

Patriots prepare for familiar foe in 
road-tested Ravens  »  Page 31


